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HOUSE OF COMMONS

Wednesday, October 1, 1986

The House met at 3 p.m.
[English]
SPEECH FROM THE THRONE

A message was delivered by the Gentleman Usher of the
Black Rod as follows:

Mr. Speaker, Her Excellency the Governor General desires the immediate
attendance of this honourable House in the Chamber of the Senate.

Accordingly, Mr. Speaker with the House went up to the
Senate Chamber.

And being returned to the Commons Chamber:

e (1610)
OATHS OF OFFICE

Right Hon. Brian Mulroney (Prime Minister) moved for
leave to introduce Bill C-1, respecting the administration of
oaths of office.

Motion agreed to, Bill read the first time and ordered to be
printed.

[Translation]
SPEECH FROM THE THRONE

Mr. Speaker: I have the honour to inform the House that
when this House did attend Her Excellency the Governor
General in the Senate Chamber, Her Excellency was pleased
to make a speech to both Houses of Parliament. To prevent
mistakes I have obtained a copy which is as follows:

Ladies and gentlemen, Honourable Members of the Senate,
Ladies and gentlemen, Members of the House of Commons:

It is with pleasure that I welcome you to the Second Session of the thirty-third
Parliament of Canada and express to you, on behalf of all our fellow-Canadians,
my appreciation and gratitude for the work which you do here. It is you, above
all others, who make our Parliamentary system work, and you who are
responsible for ensuring the smooth operation of an institution which is essential
to the welfare of Canadians and the unimpeded enjoyment of our freedoms.

Expo '86 has been a focus of international attention that has brought pride and
joy to millions of Canadians. The success of British Columbia’s world exposition
strikingly demonstrates the creative skills of our people.

I have had the honour of presenting my respects, and yours, to Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth on the occasion of her sixtieth birthday. At this time I conveyed
to her Canada’s feelings of loyalty. The warm affection accorded their Royal

Highnesses, the Prince and Princess of Wales—so evident during their visit to
Expo '86—again reminds us of the vitality of the monarchy and its enduring
contribution to Canadian life. I have also had the opportunity to be present at the
marriage of Their Royal Highnesses, the Duke and Duchess of York, and to
receive here the visit of Her Majesty the Queen Mother, who once again
charmed us with her intelligence and her amazing vitality. You may rest assured
that I have, on these memorable occasions, given renewed expression to the
respect which we all feel.

Two years ago, my government received a national mandate—a mandate for
reform. It was a mandate that summoned Canada to the tasks of national
reconciliation, economic renewal, social justice, and to a constructive internation-
alism. Today, my Ministers believe these goals are within reach.

We live today in a world of increasing uncertainty and interdependence. We
live in a world where unforeseen events, both at home and abroad, demand
flexibility and adaptiveness.

Although my government will remain sensitive to changing circumstances, it is
determined to pursue these national objectives in the confidence that their
fulfillment will bring lasting benefit to all Canadians.

Canadian agriculture is a vital part of our national economy. Aware of the
present difficulties, my government will work in close consultation with
provincial governments and farm organizations to help alleviate personal
hardship in our farm communities.

The Government has already taken special steps to lower farm input costs,
improve stabilization programs, and help farmers in financial difficulty.

In the past, regrettably, agriculture has not been a priority in international
trade negotiations. My government placed this issue on the agenda of the
Economic Summit in Tokyo, and helped secure unanimous agreement to address
subsidies in the new round of the Multilateral Trade Negotiations.

In meeting its commitment to Canadian agriculture, my government will spare
no effort in seeking to protect the interests of Canada’s farming community in
the face of unfair pricing and subsidy practices conducted beyond our borders.

My government has acted to enhance the effective operation of Canada’s
energy industry, by negotiating the Western, the Atlantic, and the Nova Scotia
accords and by taking other strong measures to support activity in a period of
depressed world prices. Close cooperation with the producing provinces and the
energy industry is a foremost objective of my Ministers as efforts continue to
sustain Canada’s energy prospects through this difficult period. These efforts are
consistent with the true meaning and spirit of national unity.

Despite current difficulties, encouraging progress has been made towards
renewing and strengthening the national economy. Unemployment is at its lowest
level in over four years. Average incomes of Canadian families rose in real terms
in 1985 for the first time in five years. The federal deficit has declined for the
first time in six years. The prime rate is the lowest it has been in eight years. And
government program spending has significantly declined for the first time in
forty years. These economic indicators are encouraging.

Our efforts are meeting with encouraging success. The challenge now is to
forge ahead. My government will do so by remaining true to the course set in the
past two years. My government will continue its policy of prudent fiscal and
financial management and will seek practical ways to encourage self-reliance and
provide individual Canadians the incentive and opportunity to achieve greater
security and well-being for themselves and for their families.

National Reconciliation

My government’s commitment to national reconciliation invites all Canadians
to participate fully and actively in the development of their country.

The Canadian Charter of Rights and the Constitution remain incomplete
without the assent of Quebec. My Ministers have begun consultations with the



