
Supply

sity and labour, was appointed in early November and has
been asked to report within the next six months.

Public awareness of science and technology is also a critical
factor in the abilities of our industries, our universities, our
labour force and, in fact, our citizens to recognize the oppor-
tunities which the new technologies can offer and to avoid the
pitfalls which technological change may place before us. This
is as important in the resource sector as it is in any other.

* (1530)

As a first step in encouraging awareness of the effeets of
technological change and to encourage each sector to manage
instead of just reacting to technological change, the federal
Government sponsored the Canada Tomorrow Conference.
This conference drew representatives from each sector in
Canada, including agriculture and the forest and mining
industries. The conference opened up lines of communication
which had previously been unknown or had lately grown lax
from disuse. This communication is vital if Canada is to apply
successfully its technological potential to its future economie
development. It is a first step but one which will be used to
build future ties and develop further policies, not only by the
federal Government but by the participants from those various
industries such as agriculture, high technology, and resource
industries including mining and forestry.

1 want to conclude by saying that Canada is a country rich
in resources. We cannot ignore the advantages we have in this
area. The federal Government has long invested in the future
of our resource base by investing in research for our resource
industries. Almost 40 per cent of the Government's R and D
intramural expenditures are spent on our natural resources,
and we will continue to provide this kind of support.

Mr. Deputy Speaker: Are there Hon. Members rising to ask
questions of the Hon. N4ember who has just spoken? If not, the
Chair recognizes the Hon. N4ember for Yukon (Mr. Nielsen).

Hon. Erik Nielsen (Yukon): Mr. Speaker, the Hon.
J1vember for Algoma (M4r. Foster) confesses that he is perplex-
ed as to why we put forward this motion. He says he cannot
understand it, then by rote he rhymes off item after item of
Government money going into NEED programs and the like.
This is the first opportunity in some time that I have had to
speak of my own riding of Yukon, some 237,000 square miles,
if 1 am still permitted to use that term in this place. That part
of Canada this Government has virtually closed down. No
amnount of NEED programs, no amount of paper jobs and no
number of speeches along the lines of the one of which the
Hon. Member for Algoma has just divested himself, will cure
that ugly fact.

The most recent projeet which provided some glimmer of
hope for the hundreds of unemployed in Yukon was turned
down in early November by the Minister of Indian Affairs and
Northern Development (Mr. N4unro). 1 speak of the north
slope development where there exists a substantial potential
for the development of oil and gas, but which requires con-
struction of a port on the north slope of Yukon. 1 think it is an

apt way to start my contribution to the debate by reading this
telegram sent by the Whitehorse Chamber of Commerce in
Yukon to the Prime Minister (Mr. Trudeau):
Dear Mr. Trudeau:

The follossiig resolution was passc at ttc monthly mcmbership meeting of
the Whitehorse Chamber of Commerce on November 8ttt

-That the Whitetorsc Chamber of Commerce rcquest that Mr. John
Munro be asked to resign and further that a new Departmieni of Northern
Dcvelopment complctely separate from Indian Affaîrs be fornied.

The Chamber passcd this resolution due to Mr. Munro's announicement on
November 7th protibiting development on Yukon's nort coasi.

The following points arc relevant:

1I Ttc Minister is ctargcd with respoîtsibility for northcrn development, as weII
as Indian affairs. The Yukon cconomy is severely depresscd, due to ttc
shutdown of ttc mining and transportation industries. New devclopment is
requircd 10 provide jobs for the many native and non native people wto have
become unemployed over the past two years. For the Minister to turn dossn
potential ness jobs and business opportunities under such circumstances is a
renonciation of bis rcsponsibtlîîtes for nortcrn development.

2. Ttc decision is also a powerful psychological blow to Yukon, as ttc proposed
north coast devclopments offered a glimmer of economîc tope to ttc Territo-
ry. Members of ttc Whtîeorse Chamber of Commerce have askcd tem-
selves in ttc past wtetter ttc ledieral Governmcnt is intercsted in ttc
existence of a viable private business sector in ttc nortt. We sec developmcnt
proposais goîng ttrougt extensive tearings and rcviews wtîct gîve ttc
impression tat deveiopirent, jobs and taxes are not welcomne in ttc north.
Most rccntiy, we sec fedlerai Governmnent Departuienîs, leadeel by ttc
Norttern Affairs Dcpartmcnt, proposing new regulations for the placer
nmning îndustry in Yukon wtcn even the Governmient's own studies show thai
ttc regniattons will put 16 per cent of' ttc prescrnt i)per.itors oui of business, If
thc Government persists in ttese actions and adds to ttc roîls of' ttc
unemployed. wtîie rcfusing to Ici ncw projecîs procced. we cannot expeci Io
solve ttc unempiovrieni problem in ttc Territorv or expeci private business 10

survive. Under suet circumistances wc find it very tard to te optîmîsîti ,înd
we awaît wth trepîdlation ttc Minister's decîsion regardîng impiemientatton of
ttc placer mining regulations.

3. Ttc Ninister tas rcsponsîbîiîty for ttc way in wttct developmienî proposaIs
are tandicd. Eact proposai in Yukon is dealt with on an ad toc basis. tact
tas to mncci mies, regulaîtons and concerris tat are expresscd by Dcpartmeni
employecs at ttc lime of application and wttct miay dîffer from application to
application. Nobody is sure of ttc ground mIles or of ttc possîbîlîties of
snccess wtcn ttey make an application. We îîndcrsîand tat boit applîcanîs
in ttc current issue werc encouraged by Departiment of Norttcrn Affaîrs staff
to procecd wth tteîr applications and tat bot tad met ttc varions concernis
îdentifîed by Departiriental staff.

I will be reading into the record a departmental document to
show the truth of that assertion. It continues:

Ttc refusai of their proposais after a protracîed perîod of discussion lasting
îoany mnonts, and on ttc basis of issues tht tad not been identîfîed before,
leads 10 wastc of invesîmeni money and effort on betaîf of ttc applicants. I aiso
dîscourages future dcvelopment proposais, as proponients wiII not know sstat ttc
ground mIles are, wiii have no fath in ttc bureaucraîs knowîng wht ttc issues
arc and wii face infiated and additional costs wîtt no assurance tat tey wili
sec any return. In conclusion, 1 repeat again that Yukon is sufferîng severe
economie probiemrs. Uncmpioycd residents îoust move soth Io fînd work and
our young people graduating from setool must do ttc samie. Inîîîaiiy ttts
situation was caused by ttc intcrnational economie sloîsdown. Howevcr, ttc
uncertaîniy in ttc placer mnining îndustry tas been causcd by ttc federai
Govcmrnmcnt and in ttc north coasi case wc cannot understand tow a Mînîster of
your Government can turn away a potential solution 10 ttc cconomîc problemrs of
Yukon by dîsailowiîîg ncw industrial expansion in tte Yukon by Canadian
companues.

We urge you to obtain Mr. Munro's resîgnation and 10 cstablîst a new
deparîmient responsîble solely for norttern dcvelopment teaded by a new
Minîster wto is aware of ttc nced for norttern devclopment.

Sorne Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

November 21, 198329034 COMMONS DEBATES


