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In the dairv i ndustry, our couîntry is a great
produccr. but it cao increase jts output. In
1943-44, Canada produced more than 8,00U.00
tons of milk, distributed as follows: 1,678.000
tns o~f fluid mnilk, 776,000 tons consumed on
the farm, 351,000 tons fed to animaIs, 4,533,740
tons uiscd in the production of butter and
cheese, 275,710 tons processed into condensed,
evaporatcd or powdered milký.

There ju no doubt that the output of
powdcred oîilk cao be largelv increased. Aside
froin whole milk, skimn milký, with its hig-h
nutritional value, can also be powvdered; in
that form it xvili be greatlv appreciated by
starving counitries. May 1 sug-gest th:st the
govercirinîct and particularly the Minister of
Agriculture (Mr. Gardiner) promote the dairy
indiistry lxx every nîeans in thicir power. The
numcerous farmns in operation can boost to a
greater extent our production of milk.

But lhec is another angle to consider.
Numnircus farnis alreaciv undur cultivation,
tvhich had shown good yields, are now
abandou<.i. In the province of Quebec, alone,
tli rc are at least 5,000 such farms. It is also
estimated that approximately thirty million
acres of ar-able land in nûrthcrn Abitibi ?in
the province of Ontario, could bc, broughit into
piroduction. Must I mention the possibilities
off .red in New Brunswick, in the way of land
clcaring and sel tlcmcnt? Jo that part of
QIC'bF c known as the lower St. Lawrence and
arouind Chioimiii and in many other regions
neai' the cIler settlerrnents, there are at least
one million acres~ of unclcared land, which
could ho subdjvidcd into ne lcss than ton
thoîisand farîning establishmieots. Do I have
te mention that, according to experts, the
di-trictu cf Abitibi and Temiskaming hold
M,.760,000 acres of tillable land, which represent
at cast 110,000 farming establisbmentsi or 500
parishes cf 200 families each?

\Ve are oow faccd with the problem cf
reconstruction. Our war industries are being

recoxc rcd te civilian production rapidly
enough, but industry alone cannot survive
unless we encourage in cvery way the pro-
duction cf agricîtîtural commodities. Develop-
mnt cf agriculture is the answer te uncmploy-
meut. By' increasing production on land
alr-cad ' under cultivation and by eucouraging
the, bringing mbt cultivation of those millions
of acces whieh have nc ver been clcared, we
roumld easilv create work for everyone. 'fhese
who are ensîdoved on farms can carn their
own living, as well as that of thicir families,
without hecoming public charges. Besides,
thcv cao thuis bring abou:t a grcater industrial
c ,lupol)iet and are in a position to supply
the nords of our uriban population. We would
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thus hc lp our tradc, by marketing at home
part of thjat production îvhich must otherwise
he exported. There would still be jurisdictional
uliffictiltirs, as between the federal and prov-
incial goverments; hut 1 am inclined to
helieve tliat, in a matter of sncb importance,
aý suitable plan cculd be worked out to
facilitate ouc ccuntry's normal development
aleng the path intended by Divine Providence.

We are an agricultuiral country and I believe
we must encourage agriculture in every pos5-
sible way. The greater the number of veterans,
fai mers' sons and men of gcod wiil set up
on farnaing establishments, the better stabil-
ized xvill be our national ecoaomy. In war
time it is a guarantee of survival and in peace
lime a guarantee of pregress.

May I point out that it is net necessary tu
bcing in immigrants in large numbers froim
OUlIr countries in order te develop our arable
lands~? If agriculture is gix'eo more encourage-
nient and if prices cf farmn products are main-
taineul at a highi level, that is, in kecping with
xvagcs and prices of manufactured products, I
ie firinlv convinced that most of our Young

mren w ilI be happy to live peacefully on farms
o lich they will clear themselves or îvhich they
will. improve with tiîeir own hands.

It is ahsolutely necessary to emloy Cana-
dians rather than foreigners. Further, in mo-.t
Lurolîcan colîntric.( tliere is a tremendoUmî
amrount cf reconstruction work te be done. In
E.1gland ami in France. it seemns obvious that
ee iy able-bcdied individual is needed te
restore the economie stability cf those ceun-
tries. It docs ot behoove us te requeSt much
outsiile help. It is preferable te sec that
cxe ccv able-bodied mani is given emploYment,
fic5ýt ou farms, and tien in some cf the indus-
tc.'ie., which have been set up in Canada and

xxuhhave doveloped tremendouslY sýince the
hcgiuning cf the war.

In tlîe Canadian scheme cf things theî'e is
racm' for the scientifie and progres-ive

ccx elopmcuit cf agriculture and for thc nor.mal
advaoîncment cf related and other Lnduýtricu
wvii mccv lilp the coosuimptico cf eîîr pcod-
nets andI the deeclopment cf our expert trade.

If I b'ave siîrîpccî cd the agreement between
the United kigmaod Canada, it is becauýýe
I %vas coox1\inccdl that it xvoîîlc help te maintain
Prices cf agricul tuiral proîlucts and tise eco-
omlic siabilitv cf our country. lndeed. it xvas
uiîfficiilt at th(, end cf Use receot war te main-
tain cui- exi)ori and retain our foreigo markets
xvithicit making some kinîl cf cotribution. but
wc mut-t ot clcpcnu on] v on sucls a sclieme
If oete f agricu Itii al îsroducts -hould faîl
off, a 3eprù.--icu wocîld cccî:iinlv folloxv. We
would 'lien îvi une', tIi' excîliius cf farmei- te


