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it is desirable that Canada’s delegation to the 
San Francisco conference should be broadly 
representative. As I have already announced, 
it is the government’s intention to select rep­
resentatives from both houses of parliament, 
and from both sides of each house. The 
government itself will, of course, assume its 
constitutional responsibility both for the selec­
tion of the delegation and for any decisions 
which are agreed to at San Francisco. It is 
desirable that the house should make its 
decision upon the resolution now before it, 
before the membership of the delegation is 
announced. Once the resolution is adopted, I 
would hope very shortly thereafter to be able 
to make an announcement. By associating 
with the delegation members of political 
parties other than its own, the government is 
seeking to lift and to keep the effort to achieve 
enduring peace above the arena of party 
strife.

have been imagined six years ago. Our part 
in the shaping of peace may be no less urgent 
and no less effective.

The organization of world security is a co­
operative undertaking. The present effort will 
be, perhaps, the greatest of its kind in history. 
To achieve success there will have to be a 
willingness to give and take. The results 
should not be regarded piecemeal. They should 
be assessed as a whole. Concentration on 
security and on the need to organize force to 
meet the threat of war will not be enough. 
Once confidence has been established, interna­
tional action and organization in many fields 
will be required to make peace enduring, 
strong bonds of comradeship and cooperation 
which have been developed under the stress of 

should be made ever stronger in the

The

war,
organization of peace.

Were another great war to break out in 
twenty or thirty years, or at any time in the 
future, it is certain that Canada would not 
escape its fury. The development of new 

the development in particular of the

In the resolution, the house is asked to agree 
that the representatives of Canada at the 
conference should use their best endeavours to 
further the preparation of an acceptable 
charter. I think I may assure hon. members 
that Canada’s representatives will certainly 
be guided by the determination to do every­
thing that is humanly possible to make the 
most effective provision for the maintenance 
of international peace and security.

At the approaching San Francisco confer- 
the united nations will be laying the

weapons,
flying-bomb and the rocket projectile, are mak­
ing it impossible for any country to claim 
immunity from sudden aggression. So long as 
might is made a substitute for right by any 
nation there can be no security for this, or 
the next or any succeeding generation of Cana­
dians.

Even should the charter as finally drafted 
not be all that we could wish, its acceptance 
might nevertheless be preferable to its rejec­
tion. At all events, the interests of Canada 

fully protected by the wording of the reso­
lution. Hon. members will have noted that 
the resolution provides that the charter should, 
before ratification, be submitted to parliament 
for approval.

In proposing this course, the government is 
following the procedure customary with respect 
to treaties. No treaty obligation could be 

solemn than that which the united 
nations will assume under the charter. The 
course which the government is proposing 
would, moreover, ensure to a parliament 
newly elected by the people, the final word 
with respect to the adoption of the charter.

It is important to Canada that her repre­
sentatives at the world security conference 
should be assured of the widest possible 

of support from parliament and from 
the people. It is important that our repre­
sentatives should speak with a clear, strong 
and united voice. There is every reason to 
believe that the vast majority of Canadians 
of all parties desire to have Canada partici­
pate in measures to safeguard the peace which 
we hope to see established at the close of this 
terrible war. For this, as well as other reasons,

ence,
foundation of a new world order. I know 
that the people of Canada, regardless of party 
or other affiliations, welcome the opportunity 
thus afforded our country to make its contri­
bution to this vast undertaking. I am equally 

that this parliament will approach the 
question of world security and reach its con­
clusions with a full sense of its responsibility 
to our own and to future generations of 
Canadians and, indeed, to all the peoples of the- 
world.
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In any charter to establish a general inter­

national organization for the maintenance of 
international peace and security, the spirit in 
which the approach is made, and in which 
effect is given to its provisions will be vastly 

important than the letter. As long agomore
as March 24, 1941, I spoke, in Toronto, of a 

world order to take the place of the oldnew
order when the war was at an end. On that 
occasion I said:

If that new world order is not already on its 
way before the war is over, we may look for it 
in vain. A new world order cannot be worked 
out at some given moment and reduced to 
writing at a conference table. It is not a 
matter of parchments and of seals. That was 
a part of the mistaken belief at the end of the 
last war.

measure

[Mr. Mackenzie King.]


