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is a 'm} thing wrong in it, to have it righted. We
have the statement to-day of the Government of
this country, refusing to produce this ‘document,
urging one excuse after (mnther, and the \hmster
of J ustice standing up and moving in a perfunctory
“manner that this debate be adjourned. Somebody

. else bas something to say about the adjournment
of this debate besides the Minister of Justice.
This debate will be adjourned when we are ready
‘to adjourn it and not till then.
Agriculture gets up, child-like and bland the other
«lm, , amd tells us that he never read this s report, that
his secretary never read it, that his deputy never
read it, that none of his u»llca.rrucs ever read it, and
he bundled it up and sent 1t “hack to Sir Charles
Tupper from whom it came. 1 doubt whether Nir
Charles ever read it.  This is the statement the
Minister * of Aﬂx'uulmre makes to us, and al-
though- “arliament has' been sitting for over two
months,  there has been no effort on the part
of the Govermment to have that dovument returned
to this House : not until it was mentidned some
days ago hy the Opposition did the Government
umm.ltt, that there was such a report, and until
‘that time no step W hatever was taken for the
purpose of having it brought back. Now the
Minister of Justice moves that the debate be ad-
journed, because he knows full well that the matter
cannot come before the House again before proro-
gation takes place. The plobabllxtles are that the
Government will take the two days that remain to
members in this House, and the strong probabilities
are that if the hon. uentleman motion is carried,
- it will be impossible Tor the members of this House
to have an opportunity of examining the report
given by these delegates. 1 rq)mt that, in my
]mlgment the u)ndmt of the Government is dis-
graceful ; they are ignoring and disregarding,
uttexls (md entm,l) the nghta of the xepresenta-
tives of the peoph, of this House.

Sir TOH\ THO\IP\OA TIsuppose I nn;_ht have
interrupted the hou. gentleman when he accused me
of having made this motion in order to burk dis-
cussion ; but I preferred to wait until he finished his
- remarks in order that I might have an opportunity

- to repeat that the adoption to adjourn the debate
will not, in any way, prevent the House from con-
sldcrmw this motion before the end of the session,
and at a very early date. I pledged myself when I
made the motion—and I suppose it was in view of
‘that pledge that the hon. memberwho moved for this

return had the courtesy to acquiesce in the adoption.

of my motion—1I pledged my self that the hon. mem-
ber should have such an opportunity, even in ad-
vance of all other business of the House ; and I re-
‘peat that in the hearing of the House, lest the hon.
member who has just charged me with a desire
to burk the discussion, may not have heard the
_observation which I made. I may add that the
"mere fact of the delegates, or one of them, if
‘he has, or if they have, expressed opinion upon
the pubhc policy of  the " Government, will not,
‘so far as I know, be a reason why the reports
- should not be laxd upon ‘the Table of the House.
_Therefore, I am not actuated by that view: at all,
or by any desire to suppress the report.
simply . desired to have an opportunity of seeing the

documents which are now called for, and in order

“that, if reason exists therefor, we might preseut
“ them to the House in advance of the adoption of
Mr. Lwrm.

The Minister of:

W e‘

the order to have the papers broug:,ht down. If
my motion passes to-day, trusting to our bringing

them down or not, as we may deem best in the

public interest, we should have an opportunity of
seeing the papers before they are presented to the
House. But we are not so much afraid of the
opinion of one or two Englishmen sojourning in

this country, criticizing our fiscal policy or any

other branch of our policy, that that should be -
reason for suppressing their reports, whatever the)

may be. My motion simply involves the ordinary

courtesy of asking that the documents, which, I
believe, are now on their way to us, should reach
us and be read by us hefore they are put on the

Table.

Mr. LAURIER. It is difficult to imagine what
objection there can be to brmgmtr down these
papers, or why they should not have been brought -
down already. These are not diplomatic papers,
there are no state secrets in them, they are simply
reports of gentlemcu entrusted by the Government
to do certain work, and that work they have done.
Now, it is, I presunie. no secret abroad that the
only reason why the Minister of Agriculture did not
read these papers was simply because he did not
like to find in them what he e\peuted to find in
them ; otherwise it is not possible to imagine why
he did not read these papers before returning them
to Sir Charles Tupper—that is, the report of Mr.
McQueen ; as to the report of Mr. Davey, I under-
stand to-day that it never crossed the ocean and
that it remains in the h.mda nf the ‘High Com-
missioner. ,

Sir JOHN THO\IPSO

he made one.

Mr. LAURIER. I \muld ht, loth to ~uppose
that a gentleman selected by the (10\'emmem to
do a certain work, had failed to perform his work;

I would be sorry to suppose that Mr. Davey, after
having visited this country at the request of the
Government, should have been so neglectful of his .
duty as not to make thereport which he was bound
to make. I believe that he did submit his report
in due time, and 1 believe it was through the negli-
gence of Sir Charles T upper that the report did not
come. If Iam doing an injustice to Sir Charles
Tupper I shall be very glad to acknowledge it and
apologize to him, if the facts hereafter d)ac]osed
should show I am wrong. Under the preseut cir-
cumstances it seems nnpossnble to conceive why
these reports were not made known. At all events,
since the hon. gentleman who leads the House tells
us that we shall have an opportunity of bringing
up.the matter again, I suppose we might as w ell -
agree to the motion to adjourn.’

Mr. FLINT. I think the members from the
Maritime Provinces have a right to complain of the
action of the Government in dela) ing,and even sup-
pressing this report. It is well known that for
many years during the first portion of our Con-
federation, indeed up . to quite a recent period,
large sums of money have been voted by the
Dominion Parliament in the hope of promoting
immigration to this country, and the Local Legis-
latures of the Maritime Provinces have been obliged,
during a large portion of thatperiod, to appropriate
funds, which might have been e\pende for other
purposes, on. efforts to promote ‘immi txon into
the various provinces. So heavy was this drain on

I do not know that

:the prov incial resources that tlus pohcy on the part



