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Pacific Railway. It wasthen expected that the line would
go to Bute Inlet, and crossing either by ferry or subsequent-
ly by a bridge, that the railway would be extended down
from that point through Nanaimo to the harbour of Esqui-
malt. Subscquent surveys proved that a better routo could
be fonnd to the coast of British Columbia than that pro-
posed by Dute Inlet. I may say, however, that the
people of Dritish Columbiz becoming exceedingly
restless and dissatisfied at the want of that rapid
progress which they had been led to expoct, agitated
very strongly in favour of some additional mecasure
to bo taken for the purpose of advancing that work.
The result was that a rcferenco was made 1o the Colonial
Minister, Lord Carnarvon, and after a great deal of negotia-
tion and a great deal of explanation, both on the part of the
people of British Columbia, the Government of British Col-
umbia, and the Government of Canada, it was finally
decided to adopt the recommendations made by Lord Car-
narvon for the solution of this question, I need not remind
the House that these recommendations of Lord Carnarvon,
which wore subsequently adopted by the Government of
Canada, required not only the construction of the railway
from Nanaimo to Esquimalt, but tho immediate constiuc-
tion of that portion of the line, required that it
should be proceeded with immediately, I will not
detain the llouse by any lengthened reference to
thoso terms, becanse it is known that, when the Govorn-
ment submitted a proposal to Parliament for the purpose of
providing for the construction of the road from Nanaimo to
Esquimalt, that measare was defeated, not in this Ilouse
bat, a8 wi | bo recollected, by the other branch of the Logis-
lature. Subsequently, the Government, in ordor to mect
tho difficulty that had thus been encountered, offered to the
people of British Columbia, or rather to the Government of
British Columbia, in consequence of the unavoidable delays
which -had taken place, delays which were held to havo
heen extremely injurious to the development, not only of
Vancouver Island but of British Columbia generally, the
sum of $750,000 in:compensation for these delays. An
Order in Council was passed to that effect, but the proposal
was not accepied by the Government of British Columbia,
Then, the Buto Inlet route was finaily abandoned by the
Government, the Order in Council locating the terminus at
Iisquimalt was cancelled by the Government—I now refer
to the Government of Mr. Mackenzie—and tho terminus
wig fixed at Burrard Inlet.  After the change of
tiovernment, that Order in Council, cancelling the Order
in Council which had provided for the terminus at Esquimalt,
was  also  caucelled, snd  the adoption of the DBuate
Inlet route war cancelled, and the subject agsin thrown open
in order that there might be fuither examination and
tui ther consideration as to whether any betterline could be
obtained; and, as will be remembered, the Government in-
vestigated a ling thit had not previously attracted a great
deal of attention, and where it was hoped that we could
reach a gool harbour in British Columbia at a much smaller
cost than would be involved in going to Bute Inlet—I mean
Port Simpson—and some delay was caused while that in-
vestigation was going forward. Tho Government of my
right hon. friend, however, arrived, after full consideration,
at the conclusion that our predecessors bad adopted a ju-
dicious conrse, in selecting the terminus for the Canadian
Pasitic Railway, when they located that terminus at
Barrard Inlet, and it will be remembaored that, in 1879, &
copsidcrable yortion the most difficult and important
portion of the line going to Burrard Inlet was placed
under contr.ct, notwithstanding that, however, the
Government of British Columbia were not satisfiel with
what was being done, and again, as will be remembered,
Mr. Ds Cosmos was sent by that Government as a repre-
sonta‘ivo to the Imporial Government, to agitate the ques-
1ion as 1o the great injury” which had been inflicted upon
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British Columbia, by the delay that had taken place in car-
rying out the terms of union. The Legislature of British
Columbia also cancelled the land grant which had been
passed in consequence of the Carnarvon terms, giving a
belt of land twenty miles in width on each side of the line
from Nanaimo to Esquimalt, for the purpose of aiding in
tho construction of that portion of the line. They incor-
porated a company for the purpose of constructing the
line—a private company—and made an appropriation of
lands to them for the purpose. They believed that they
would be able "with these lands to obtain the constraction
of tho line. That belief, however, proved not to be well
founded, and their efforts in that direction failed. Difficulties
also presentoed themselves in connection with the question of
the Jand grant which had been originally appropriated un-
der the terms of union for the constru-tion of the Canadian
Pacific Railway. The Legislatare of British Columbia had
been called upon and had appropriated the lands on the
route oxtending from Téte Jaune Cache to the Fraser, and
so down to Bute Inlet; and a difficulty arose as to whether
the Government were entitled, after the change of location
down to the Kamloops District, and the pass by the Kick-
ing Xoree, to changethe location of this land which had been
appropriated. Other difficulties arose in considering the
question of the twenty mile belt to which the Canadinn Gov-.
ernment was ontitled on each side of the line for tho const-
ruction of the Canadian Pacific Railway. A considerable por-
tienof land within that belt—some 800,000 acres —had been
alrcady appropriated to other purposes, and questions arose
as to in what shape the land should be taken. It was found,
owing to the location of the land by the gorges of the
Fraser, that a question arose as to whethor the land was to
be horizontal or perpendicular, as in many places you
would pass a mile or a long distance from the railway with-
out reaching any land available for cultivation. Those
questions wero presented and made the subject of discussion
between Mr, Trutch, the agent of the Dominion Government,
and the Government of British Columbia, and that Govern-
ment iinally made a proposal to the Government of Canada
for the solution of these various questions, That was in 1883,
and the result of those proposals was that a new Act was
passed, again appropriating the land in the twenty mile belt
on each side of the line, on & new arrangement, which wilt
be described a little later on, in the Bill which has recently
passed in the Legislature of British Columbia, by which .1t
was proposed to appropriate about 1,920,000 acres of land,
described with metes and bounds, along the coast from
Esquimalt or tho neighbourhood of Esqunimalt to Na.
naimo, and above Nanaimo in the region of Comox. My
right hon. friend and myself, to whom that despatch of the
Government of British Columbia was reforred, reported a
scheme ofadjustment which is thescheme which, I am happy
to say, has practically been arrived at, as stated in the rese-
lutions now before the Ilouse. 1 may, in connoction with
this question, remind the House that, under the first terms
of union, we had agreed to pay the interest upon $400,000
to assist in tho constraction of the graving dock, and
subsequently, as the result of negotiations, when it was
found not practicable to obtain the construction of theo
graving dock in that way, it was decided to appropriate
$250,000 as a contribution towards the construction of the
graving dock as the work proceeded, the Government of
British Columbia undertaking to make a contract, &nd
being in a position to receive the aid of £50,000 sterling
which was to he contributed by the Imperial Government,
A contract under these arrangements was made by the
Government of British Columbia for the construction of the
work, but difficulties were oncountered and it was nltimately
found that the amouat at their disposal would not be suffi
cient to secure the completion of the work, Its progress
was slow and unsatisfactory, and as these resolutions indi-
cale, it was decided, for the purpose of settling the whele.



