
COMMONS DEBATES.
Mr. T AURIER I beg to call the attention of the House

to the f' llowing memorial, presented to the Government by
the Royal Canadian Academy of Arts.
"To En EXOEMERCY TEE GovERNOR-GEZEnAL M Couien:

" The memorial of the Royal Canadian Academy of Arts respectfully
showeth

" That the meeting of the Conference at which the foundation was
laid of the Confedeiation of the Provinces constituting the Dominion
cf Canada, is an event of such importance in the annala of the coun-
try as to make it desirable that it sbould be commemorated in a
painting which would present not only the assemblage, but authentic
portraits of the distinguisbed statesmen who tock pait in the delibe-

"That such intin would not cnly be a work of present interest
to the people of Canada, but Ihat the interest will be an ever increasing
one, as tbe fabrie of Confederation, the very fuundation cf which the

piture will commemorate, rintinues te assume etili urger and grander
proportions, in thue exienriiL. and conselidation cf British North Ameni-
can nationality.

"That ever year whicb is allowed t elapse addes to the difficulty of
ezeonting su a work. AIready, in the sixteen years ince Confedera-
tion several of the actors have passed from the scene.

" hat an opportuaity now cifers for the execution of ibis woek in the
presence here of Mr. Harrie, a Canadian artist of ability, who has
zeturned from prosecuting bis studies and practising his art in Europe,
and who is fully competent to paint such a picture.

"The entrusting of such a commission to a Canadian would be an
«aouragement to the whole profession of Art in Canada. 8uch encou-
Aagement la needed ; for the want of it our country has repeatedly been
jdeuuded cf it. meut promisi4g artiste, who bave been drawn awsy by
Ie recognition cf their merite abroad, and other countries are now
anriched bythe produet of their labor.

"WIherefre, ve hWmnby pray that a commission may be entrusted
to the artist named for te iunmediate prosecution of this very desirable

"Signed on behalf of the Royal Canadian Academy of Arts.
" L. R. O'BRIEN,

Pkredes.
" OTTwA, April 28th, 1883.'

This memorial, as I am informed, bas been in the bande
cf the Government for Eome time past; but the Royal
(anadian Academy of Arts bave not so far received any
answer from the Government. We can all well under-
stand that, perbaps, His Excellency would feel some
delicacy in supporting the request for financial aid to a
project in which he bas himeelf taken so prominent a
part. But belioving, as I do, that the ide expressed
in this memorial is a good one, I will now beg to
bring the matter before the House, with the hope that
the prayer set forth in the memorial will receive
the -unanimous approbation of the House of all shades
of opinion. Last year we commenced in this city
what we were pleased to call the Canadian Art Gal-
lery, and which we intend shall become in time our
National Picture Gallery. Everyone of us will agree
that on the walls of that gallery it is very desir-
able to have pictures illustrating Canadian bistory-
the whole Canadian history-from Jacques Cartlier's time
to the epoch of Confederation, at all evenls. Confe-
deration is the last of our great historicazl events,
and a great event it certainly was, for this country.
In fact, it is no extravagance to say it was a revo-
lution, a peaceful revolution, but no less effective for
all that. Now, it is well known that that measure,
as well as two or three other changes of a similar
nature, did not at the outset receive the unnnimous
support of ail the people of this country. It was
attacked and rosisted in many quarters ; and I am
ffee to say that in the Province from whence I came, the
men with whom 1 have been associated were at first
hostile to Confederation-not hostile to the prnuciples
of Gonfederation-but to the scheme as it oas thon

propoeed; but hon. gentlemen in this House know
that those men after that scheme had become law,
submitted with good grace to what had taken place,
and loyally contributed to make it a success. I am sure
that many hon. members of this louse will remember,
and fondfy remember, that one of the men who most
heartily and cheeruully accepted the new order of things,

though ho had been just as sinoerely opposed to cou-
federation while the question was a debatable one, was
our late lamented friend the hon. Mr. Holton. Now,
in the same spirit, not only to be faithful to the prin-
ciple of Confederation, but to give it all the illustration
in our power, it seems to me that the paining of that
historic scene at which the basis of Confederation was
laid, would be a highly desirable and very popular
work, and it is for that reason that I bring this
question before the House. It is not simply because I
approve of this project, and think that the event which
gave birtb to Confederation should be commemorated,
but because I think it should be commemorated by a
Canadian artist, that I take great pleasure in bringing
this matter to the attention of the House sud Govern-
ment. I am anxious to give to our Canadian artists
all the encouragenient we can give them as individuals
and as a Parliament. We are not deficient in artistic
talent, I believe; on the contrary, that this country is
extremely prolific of artistic talent. Unfortunately, too
lew of those talents bloom into full development, because
of the obstacles which they encounter, and the liele
encouragement they receive in this country. But, uot-
withstanding all the obstacles which beset tbem, wq are
proud to remember that iu almost every branch of art wré
have distinguished artiste whose talents have been con-
secrated to the best uses. I understand Mr. Harris, who
is named in this petition, is one of them. Mr. Harris bas
prosecuted hie studios for some time in Paris, where, I
believe, he stands very highx in his profession. We have
seen some of his pictures exhibited in the Librairy, and
although I am not myself a competent critic of paintings,
they have been pronounced of great excellence by mon
who are capable of judging. We have also al] been glad
to hear that four Canadian artiste have had their works
admitted at the Paris Salon, and of those four one is a
young lady who bears a name already illustrious in this
country; two others are also young ladies, daughters of a
gentleman who was formerly a popular and respected
member of this House. In another branch of art, that
of sculpture, all those who have seen the model for the
statue of Sir George E. Cartier, have been glad to know
that it was the work of a Canadian artist, who car-
ried off the palm of success against competition all over
the world; and everyone of us must come to the con-
clusion that the achievement of Mr. Hébert is certainly
one of which all Canadians may feel proud. In another
branch- of art, in music, it is a source of pride to us to
remember that one of the three great singers of the age is a
Canadian lady. Now, these are not the only artistic talents
we have amongst us; I am sure we have many others
who would make their mark if they had the same oppor-
tunity. We all know, doubtless, of some young gentle-
man endowed with artistic talents, but who, for the
want of encouragement, bas been obliged to devote him-
self to some other employment in order to earn his living.
Now, I, for one, am desirous to give all possible encou-
ragement to young. artists, and for this reason I have a
peculiar pleasure in bringing this petition before the House.
There is one paragraph which seems to me to be sadly true;
it is this:

"Such encouragement is needed ; for the want of it, our country bas
repeatedly been deauded of its most promising artist, who have been
drawn away by the recognition of their merit abroad, and other coun-
tries are now enriched by the product of their labor."

Mr. Harris has finished his studios abroad, and has come
back to our shores, and I, for one, am anxious to give him
such encouragement as we can. If the Governmont, under
these circumstances, think it desirable to bring in a small
appropriation of $3,000 or $4,000 for carrying out the ides

ere expremsed, I have reason to believe that it will meOt
with the unanimous approval of this louse.
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