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[Texte]

The Chairman: Well, I take it from Mr. Fulton that we do
not have unanimous consent.

Mr. Fulton: No, that is correct. I would prefer to have the
Minister present.

The Chairman: What I see is two alternatives to that. There
is a motion. The other one would be that Mr. Oberle use his
questioning time to do so or for some other member to.

Mr. Oberle: I prefer to ask some questions as well.

The Chairman: Certainly if you use your time, your period
of time as the committee members are aware, as long as you
are speaking to the subject matter of the committee, you can
use that to speak or to do whatever you wish with it.

Mr. Neil.

Mr. Neil: On the same point of order, I realize that Mr.
Andre has made a motion which has not been seconded and at
the moment I am rather disappointed with the comments of
Mr. Fulton. I had always felt that this committee, regardless
of parties, was always in favour of seeing that the Alaska
Highway pipeline was proceeded with. I think it is very
important that we do everything possible to indicate to the
public that we are in support of it. In this regard, I think
because there has been some questioning in the House as to
the position of the government vis-d-vis the pipeline, the
statement of Mr. de Cotret should be on the record as well as
the statement that Mr. Oberle referred to.

I would hope that Mr. Fulton would have second thoughts
about his objection to placing this on the record because I
think it is vitally important to our country that this pipeline be
proceeded with. I would hope that we can at this point in time
set aside our partisan views and co-operate with the idea of
putting forward the building of this pipeline.

Mr. Fulton: On the same point of order, Mr. Chairman, I
certainly agree with many of the statements made by Mr. Neil
but I think it is equally as important in an issue so crucial as
this. I think certainly the Minister could have made the time
available to come and give a statement himself and perhaps to
have gone further and to have read the statement of the U.S.
government as well.

Mr. Oberle: Mr. Chairman, on a point of clarification,
maybe it would help Mr. Fulton to know that this is not a
statement. This is a public statement that the Minister made
to the press, as is the statement that the Energy Secretary in
the States made. So it is already public.

Mr. Fulton: On the same point then, I certainly do not think
it needs to be read into the Minutes of this meeting.
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Mr. Oberle: I just feel it is important that this committee
lay the foundation before we even begin the questioning of
these important witnesses tonight, and that this committee
place on the record the basis on which, I am sure, the rest of
the evening will proceed.

[Traduction)

Le président: L’intervention de M. Fulton semble indiquer
le contraire.

M. Fulton: Effectivement. Je préférerais que le ministre soit
présent.

Le président: Il y a deux solutions. La premiére c’est une
motion. La seconde serait que M. Oberle ou quelqu’un d’autre
le fasse sur son temps de parole.

M. Oberle: Je voudrais aussi poser des questions.

Le président: Pourvu que vous vous en tenez au point a
I'ordre du jour, vous pouvez utiliser votre temps de parole
comme vous |’entendez.

Monsieur Neil.

M. Neil: Toujours & ce méme propos, je constate que la
motion de M. Andre n’a pas été appuyée, et l'intervention de
M. Fulton me dégoit. Je croyais qu’indépendamment des allé-
geances politiques, nous tenions tous 4 ce que le pipe-line de
I’Alaska soit construit. Il me parait trés important de faire tout
notre possible pour que le public sache que nous y sommes
favorables. Etant donné les questions posées 4 la Chambre sur
la position du gouvernement vis-a-vis du pipe-line, je crois qu’il
faudrait faire paraitre aux comptes rendus la déclaration de
M. de Cotret ainsi que celle 4 laquelle M. Oberle a fait
allusion.

Jespére que M. Fulton reviendra sur sa décision car la
construction de ce pipe-line est vitale pour notre pays. J’espére
que nous saurons nous abstenir de tout sectarisme pour que cet
objectif soit réalisé.

M. Fulton: Toujours a propos du méme rappel au réglement,
monsieur le président, je suis d’accord sur bien des points avec
M. Neil mais je crois qu’il aurait été tout aussi important que
le ministre se libére pour venir prononcer lui-méme cette
déclaration et, éventuellement, celle du gouvernement améri-
cain.

M. Oberle: Sachez, monsieur Fulton, qu’il s’agit d’une
déclaration publique faite par le ministre 4 la presse; et il en
est de méme pour la déclaration du secrétaire américain a
I’énergie. C’est public, je le répéte.

M. Fulton: Dans ce cas, je ne crois pas qu’il soit nécessaire
de consigner cela dans le compte rendu.

M. Oberle: Il me parait important de savoir sur quoi va
reposer la discussion avant d’interroger les témoins que nous
accueillons ce soir.



