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pollution, urban growth, deforestation, and soil degradation are becoming more inter-
nationalized; these phenomena do not recognize international boundaries.

On the positive side, both the Canadian government and the international community
have recognized the seriousness of these issues and are planning various measures to
deal with them. Progress at both the domestic and international levels has been en-
couraging. Two examples come to mind in which this country has been particularly
active. Canada played a major role at the Stockholm Conference on the Human
Environment in 1972 which established the United Nations’ environment program.
It also hosted an international conference on human settlement, Habitat, in
Vancouver in 1976 which led to the creation of the United Nations’ Commission on
Human Settlements. There were a number of other successes, including the 1979
Convention on Long Range Transboundary Air Pollution.

Closer to hom‘e, the Canadian government has to work out environmental protection

agreements with our neighbours. Negotiations are commencing this month with the
United States for the formulation of an agreement on transboundary air pollution.
A successful outcome is literally vital to Canadians. This is another issue on which the
government will be vigilant in the Canadian interest. -

Solutions to the problems we confront in the environmental sphere must be found
although they are not easy to come by. Yet there is no question that Canada and
other nations of the world have to focus now on the sort of planet we need to live in
a decade or two or three away. We cannot ignore the active potential for ecological
disaster that is building. We cannot, to coin a phrase, de-regulate our responsibilities.

It is significant that this House recognized those responsibilities when we recently
voted unanimously to provide the authority, through amendments to the Clean Air
Act, to meet our obligations to the United States vis-3-vis transboundary air pollution.
We are hopeful the United States will take the same step.

As Foreign Policy for Canadians pointed out, there is a close link between environ-
mental ills and the quality of life in Canada and abroad. This theme covers the pro-
motion of a sane and livable social environment as well as that of the ecology.
Terrorism is a contemporary phenomenon which only determined international co-
operation will control. International drug trafficking is another area where the con-
centrated effort of all countries is necessary.

But Canada can also promote the quality of the lives of Canadians through expanding
and enriching our cultural links abroad, through human contact in science and educa-
tion, as well as in the arts, binding and reflecting the bilingual and multicultural
character of Canadian society. : ~ :

Canada’s economic development is inextricably linked to the over-all international
environment. External factors and how we deal with them will be of central im-
portance to our economic growth. Every economic goal which we have in this
country is subject to the influence of external factors. Whether we are talking about
regional development in Canada, industrial adjustment, skill upgrading, finding
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