
doc
CAl 3 50J36 01063517 8
EA9

R94 ~ RE F ERE N CE P AP ERS

j INFORMATION DIVISION

CANAD~A DEPARTMENT OF £XTERNAL AFFAIRS
OTTAWA -CANADA-

No. 94

(ReviseJ July 1969) JN S7j y

HHALTII AND WELFARE IN CANDA

(Prepared in the. Research and Statistiot Directorate,
Depatent of National Healtii aud Wlfare)

PART I - HEALTH SERVICES

Provincial governments in Canada are mainly z'esponsible for public
health services, hospital and medical insurance px'ograms, and for treatmuent
of chronic diseases such as tuberculosis, muental illness and defect, and
alcoholism. Many of the. preventive health services, including disease detection
and c 'ontrol and health education, are delegated to city health departi'wnts
and district health units or regions. In addition to the. governmental health
services, lay and religious voluntary agencies supply a variety of cmuity
health services and operate mêst of the. lospita1s. Personal iiaaltli care is
largely provided by physicians in private practice and the. parmdia
professions. Some provinces have introduced goverment ab,,iniser#d or regulated
medical car. progras.

Qà The responsibilitios of the. Feceral GQvernment in matters affecting
itý,the nation's health have beconie increasingly important. It caries ou<t certain

statutory andi co-ordinating health functions of national. imuportance, assi.sts
the provincial bealth services andi hospital insurance plans througii the, National
Health Grants Prograni andi the. hospital insurance shared-cost areet n

10 assisti with joint financing of medical insurance. It also participates in
international health work, including health-oriente4 projects in deve1loping
countries and the. training of their health personnel supre zCndl
bilateral aid progranis.

In 1966, the. Pederal Government enactei three sign4ficn mesrs
dependent upon provincial participation, design.d to rais. the. stanad of
Canadian health services: the Health Resources Eund, for which $500 mjillion
will b. appropriated over the. 15-year period 1966-1981 to o.ssist the. provinces
in expanding their iuedical schools andi other health-training facilities andi
to foster health research; the. Medical Care Act, effective July 1968, which
authorizes federal payments towards the cost of provincial medical car. plans;
andi the health-càre services provision of the. Canadas Assistance Plan for persouis


