1994 No. 19 B

CONVENTION ON PROHIBITIONS OR RESTRICTIONS ON THE

USE OF CERTAIN CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS WHICH MAY BE

DEEMED T0 BE EXCESSIVELY INJURIOUS OR TO HAVE
INDISCRIMINATE EFFECTS

The High Contracting Parties,

Recalling that every State has the duty, in conformity with the Charter of
the United Fations, to refrain in its international relations from the threat or
use of force against the sovereignty, territorial integrity or political
independence of any State, or in any other manner inconsistent with the purposes
of the United Nations,

Further recalling the general principle of the protection of the civilian
population against the effects of hostilities,

Basing themselves on the principle of internationsl law that the right of
the parties to an armed conflict to choose methods or means of warfare is not

unlimited, and on the principle that prohibits the employment in armed conflicts
of weapons, projectiles and material and methods of warfare of a nature to cause
superfluoue injury or unnecessary suffering,

Also recalling that it is prohibited to employ methcds or means of varfare
vhich are intended, or may be expected, to cause widespread, long-term and severe
damage to the natural environment, ¢

Confirming their determination that in cases not covered by this Convention
and its annexed Protocols or by other international agreements, the civilian
population and the combatants shall at all times remain under the protection
and suthority of the principles of international law derived from established
custom, from the principles of humanity and from the dictates of public
conscience,

Desiring to contribute to international détente, the ending of the arms race
and the building of confidence among States, and hence to the realization of the
aspiration of all peoples to live in peace,

Recognizing the importance of pursuing every effort vhich may contribute to
progress towards general and complete disarmament under strict and effective
international control,




