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reason of its very principle, constitute a precedent which might have considerable 
effects at the international level. 

[The Belgian Government] therefore hopes that this reservation will be 
withdrawn and, as a precautionary measure, wishes to raise an objection to that 
reservation. 

FRANCE 
The Government of the Republic takes objection to the rese rvation entered 

by the Government of the Republic of India to article 1 of the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, as this reservation attaches conditions 
not provided for by the Charter of the United Nations to the exercise of the right 
of self-determination. The present declaration will not be deemed to be an 
obstacle to thé entry into force of the Covenant between the French Republic and 
the Republic of India. 

GERMANY, FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF 
21 April 1982 

"The Government of the Federal Republic of Germany objects to the 
[reservation (i) by the Government of Trinidad and Tobago]. In the opinion of 
the Government of the Federal Republic of Germany it follows from the text and 
the history of the Covenant that the said reservation is incompatible with the 
object and purpose of the Covenant." 

NETHERLANDS 
12 June 1980 

"In the opinion of the Government of the Kingdom of the Netherlands it 
follows from the text and the history of the Covenant that [reservation (i) by the 
Government of Trinidad and Tobago] is incompatible with the object and 
purpose of the Covenant. The Government of the Kingdom of the Netherlands 
therefore considers the reservation unacceptable and formally raises an objection 
to it:" 

17 September 1981 
"I. Reservation by Australia regarding articles 2 and 50. 
The reservation that article 2, paragraphs 2 and 3, and article 50 shall be 

given effect consistently with and subject to the provisions in article 2, paragraph 
2, is acceptable to the Kingdom on the understanding that it will in no way impair 
Australia's basic obligation under international law, as laid down in article 2, 
paragraph 1, to respect and to ensure to all individuals within its territory and 
subject to its jurisdiction the rights recognized in the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights. 

Il. Reservation by Australia regarding article 10. 
The Kingdom is not able to evaluate the implications of the first part of the 

reservation regarding article 10 on its merits, since Australia has given no further 
explanation on the laws and lawful arrangements, as referred to in the text of the 
reservation. In expectation of further clarification by Australia, the Kingdom for 
the present reserves the right to raise objection to the reservation at a later stage. 

III. Reservation by Australia regarding "Convicted Persons." 

The Kingdom finds it difficult, for the same reasons as mentioned in its 
commentary on the reservation regarding article 10, to accept the declaration by 


