source based acquisitioas rsystem which can rbe ffaught xitfx
difficulties, 2ibliograchic searahing and identification'
rnust be done comrletely and accurately in house before fhe
order is sent, Individual orders‘for individual tities musﬁ
be typed and mailed fo many sources. - Follow up>procedures oa
unfullfilled orders are fime consuming. In same cases'it'is
difficulf, if not impossible, to correctly astaﬁlish the
origihal publiaher and even if this info}maﬁian can be
identified, the address is ffequently unavailable. Prices
quoted are seldom the ones that aprear on aﬁ‘invoice.
Curréncy problens are ahother gifficulty. Especially
in times of economic upheaval and floating_and flﬁctdafing'
cu“renéies, the problem of payﬁent in foreign funds is a majbr
nuisance. Yost foreign publishers do not offer discounts -
ana many willkadd a surcharge tb-iavoices. Virtually nanebl

will bill in the currency of the purchasing library. Conversion

rates are sometimes specified vhich usually favour the bookseller

rather‘than the library.

Language probléms are major, éspacially if a publisﬁér
queries an order and hants additional information. Few
acquisitions departments have personnel with sufficiént

lansuage skills to handle all major Western languases let alone
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