
olution of Retorm

The goal of flic August
1991 coup attempt in the
Soviet Union was a retumn to
the status quo and perceived
stability of flic past - a tumn-
ing back of flic dock on fihe
political and cconomic
reforms introduced by
Mikhail Gorbachev.

The coup couldn't have failed
more miscrably. Not only did
its cight reactionary leaders
make the Soviet people realize
they wantcd no part of a rctum
to flic old days, flic coup lead-
ers also stirred up a tidal wave
of change that croded flic
foundations of flic country
they dreamcd of controlling.

tained de jure recognition
against thc day when Lithuania,
Latvia and Estonia would be
frcc to rcclaim their indepen-
dence. That day lias corne."

Thc Canadian govcrnnt was
the first major industrializcd
power to recognize thc inde-
pendence of Ukraine, just one
day after uts Deceiber 1, 199 1,
independence referendum. In
making flic announcemcnt,
Primic Minister Brian Mulroney
said flic vote testifies to dxc
strong desire of thc people of
Ukrainc for an indcpendcnt
country.

ensure that those weapons
remain under secure control
until their disposai.

I carly January, thc world
witncssed flic extraordinary
phenomenon of flic delivery
of an emergcncy shipmcnt of
milk powder to Moscow by
a Canadian Forces airplane
assîgned to flic North Atlantic
Treaty Organization (NATO),
whose original mandate was to
stand on guard against the
Soviet Union and its Warsaw
Pact allies. That remaricable
shipment represents thc begin-
ning of an enormous effort by
Canada and thxe rest of flic
international community to
hclp flhc region through its
first difficult winter.

Humanitarian and
Technical Assistance

The Canadian government
donated $5 million to the
Canadian Red Cross for
humanitarian assistance
to countries of the former
U.S.S.R. A further $1 million
was given to the Canadian Red
Cross for relief work in
Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia.
The funds were earmarked for
medicaments and medical and
other supplies for flic elderly
and childrcn in institutions of
care. The Canadian Forces
airliftcd thic goods to cities in
Russia, Ukraine, the Baltic
States and Armenia. Once on
flic ground, the goods were


