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anada and Tunisia co-operate on dam construction

ii::ctlllan Minister of State Serge Joyal
inauguy _partlmpated in the ; _ofﬁcial
" ration 9f a dam in Tunisia that
nteml;izilzalfmagcedl by the Canadian
|DA)_ evelopment Agency
Off;';:l;;sia.n President Habib Bourguiba
i namy |naugu_rated the dam that bears
. addi: at Sidi Saad on Oued Zerouq.
presiden;onf to Mr. Joyal, M_arcel Massé,
80 o o CIDA and Camille A. Dage-
OV;trealalrman of The SNC Group of
attended the ceremonies.
oug:bOfﬁCial ir\auguration of Habib
= tlha Dam s tl?e culmina‘tion of
L Can tgn years co-qperatlon be-
ok ar_ladlan and _Tunlsmn govern-
. engineers and builders.
$55_:$mproject was financed in part by a
Ntery .lon loan from the Canadian
ineeriH‘t!onal Development Agency. En-
e ng fand construction management
FOUndCa_rned out by The SNC Group.
memi:)tlon International of Canada, was
iy er of the general contracting con-
A . led by Skanska Cememtguuteriet
SDAOf Sweden and including ltalstrade
4 it?ofne:ltaly' and Cometra of Tunisia.
e flnancmg for the project
m the Saudi Development Fund.
flagh eﬂdam, built to control disastrous
. TginQOOds and to store water for re-
tion, W 40f the water tables and irriga-
Hone 4 a00_0 hectares of _Iand, is the key:
My ingtrtl:;ullécu.ral and |nfiustr|al devel-
i airouan region.
e E_roud is one of three large
southernr";?'nq “the Kairouan Plain in
5t of 4 unisia. A mere trickle for
[ Paach e year, after a severe storm it
§t, . a flow that equals that of the
the . 'ence at Quebec. It then floods
C?USingam' disrupting communications,
City o\ SoVere damage and isolating the
airouan,
Stor st::\e fall of 1969 severe cyclonic
¥ Peg :USed four successive floods with
Seeg, low of 17 000 cubic metres a
region_ that devastated the Kairouan
To
;\istoﬂcp;c’t?ct its religious, artistic and
d‘ftur de?,”rage and to open the door to
s")an "ter: opment, in 1972 the Cana-
onn red s‘:tio_na| Development Agency
Thme"t e, udies of an integrated devel-
@sse "ebort gsl'am for the Kairouan region.
rne‘enti acttres§ed flood control as an
Wa:t' 4 reOV lt\ any further develop-
t uild port’s first recommendation
dams on Oued Zeroud and

.

Oued Merguellil to control the water and
solids brought down by the wadis. The
Sidi Saad project was given priority and
in 1974 The SNC Group submitted a feasi-
bility report on the dam to Tunisia’s
Ministry of Equipment.

Engineering began in 1976 and site
work started in the fall of 1978. The
project was completed on schedule within
the original budget of $175 million.

The central element of the Sidi Saad
project is a main dam 70 metres high and
560 metres long, puilt at the narrowest
part of the Zeroud gorge two kilometres
upstream from the point where the wadi
enters the Kairouan plain. A saddle dam
48 metres high and 520 metres long
closes the gorge on the right bank.

The two dams create a reservoir with a
capacity of 1994 cubic millimetres. This
is divided into a section of 78 cubic milli-
metres of dead storage, a section of 131
cubic millimetres reserved for irrigation
and a section of 1 785 cubic millimetres
to be used for flood control. Flood waters
will flow to the spillway by ungated out-
lets and free overflow.

The 60-metre wide concrete chute of
the spillway ends in a ski-jump structure
that discharges into a concrete lined still-
ing basin 121 metres long and 60 metres
wide. Dissipation of the water pressuré is
completed in a second basin 126 metres
wide. The structure is designed to handle
a flood of a magnitude likely to occur
only once in 10 000 years.
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Minister of State
bassador in Tunisia
Mohamed Mzali; Min.
Administrative Re

Serge Joyal meets wi

th Tunisian officials (left to right): Canada’s Am-
A.E. Blanchette; Minister of State Serge Joyal; Prime Minister
ister of Equipment Mohamed Sayah and Minister responsible for
form and the Public Service Mezri Chekir.

Mr. 'Joya/ (left) /ooks on as residet
Habib Bourguiba officially inaugurates
the dam at Sidi Saad on Oued Zeroud.

The transfer of technology was an im-
portant part of the engineers’ mandate.
An intergrated engineering and project
management team was drawn from the
Tunisian Ministry of Equipment and The
SNC Group. In the course of the project
the Canadians gradually turned their
responsibilities over to their Tunisian
counterparts who finished the project
with a minimum of outside assistance.

The Bourguiba Dam at Sidi Saad will
protect 150 000 hectares from floods.
Meanwhile, a feasibility study of another
dam, at El Haouareb on Oued Merguellil
also financed by CIDA, has been com:
pleted by The SNC Group.
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