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Msny candidytes assign this failure to nervousness.
There can be no doubt that such a feeling seriously
interferes with some; but a knowledge of thesubject
and ability to express it will g0 s long way to dissi-
pate this feeling. Nervonlnou is often the excuse for
want of knowledge.

One candidate says, ‘‘ My teacher did not teach me
drawing, especially of maps.” Another uyl, “ cur-
rent events were not dealt with in my school.” Ano-
ther, “ I was not trained in practical arithmetic,” etc.
Teachers must have a care, for pupils are very discri-
minating after an examination, and an adverse
opinion is often & bad advertisement.

I was much pleased on going into a new teacher’s
room a few days ago to notice the attention that was
being given to oral composition. On inquiring where
she—a new teacher—had received the idea of gmng
prominence to so an important subject, she in-
formed me that the subject was emphasized at the
normal school. I hope all of our new teachers and
many of the older ones will carry into practice the
teaching of this subject, and that the normal school
will continue to impress its importance.
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HINTS, ORIGINAL AND SELECTED.

A city in the United States which supplies its prim-
ary pupils with only one reading book, to be read over
several times during the term, is regarded as being
poverty-stnckcn and educationally behind the age.
How many primary pnplh in the Maritime Provinces
read more than one primary book? After your pupils
have read the prescribed primgr once, do not put
them through it again, but get different books abount
the same grade of 'difficulty for them, even if you
have to buy them yourselves; or write new lessons on
the blackboard and let them read these, but do not
teach from a book which the children know in a
certain way by heart.

Thought, inquiry, reasoning, must be exercised in
investigating & lnlmct By so doing you develop

intellect and gain mew truth. Those who are satis--

fied with mere mechanical replies, when they question,
will never produce scholars; they do not educate,
draw out, lead forth, put simply hear recitations.
The question is frequently asked:  Why is it colder
\in winter than in summer?” The answer will almost
invariably be, ¢ Because the sun’s rays do not fall so
perpendxcnla.rly on the earth in winter asin summer.”
This is. only part of the reason, while tothe nnin-
quiring mind, who has not asked how perpendicular
rays furnish more heat than oblique ones, it is ac-
cepted as the entire answer. Too many are aat-uﬂed
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