
THE ACrtON TRIAL

intending wilfully to increase the distress of the shiîp, or veu-se

Acteon, then riding at anchor on the higli sea withini the juirisdiction

aforesaid, to wit, about the distance of two leagues froni the co.& of
Prince Edward Islan.d, la a state of great danger and distreý-, or io
produce, or cause to be produced, thse losi, or di structj,ni of ihý~ -aid
sbip or vessel, did, ia and on board of the said ship or veset sp. or

cause to be slipped, the iron chain cahie and anchor of the sid .!î

or vessel, w]ierewith she was then and there safeivl ooe and r idinig
at anchor, and eut and cast off, or caused to be eut ,r casýt off, the,

lashings and fastenings wherewith the saine were cash d dfsev

whereby the danger aad distress of the said ship or vess-lwartal
lncreased, and the loss and destruction of the said sýhip) or eelro

duced, to the great prejudice of the said Thomnas Huntiier, thr (,% ue-r

of the saîd ship or vessel, against the forin of the sýtatute in Sueb case
made and provided, and against the peace of our said Lord, the King,
his crown and1 dîinity."

The prisoners severally pleaded '" Not Guiltyi'

The Solicitor General opened the pleadings-, aiid ilh

Attorney General, after having given a short and suceilit

history of the nature and jurisdiction of the court, fromn

various statutes which had been made fron the 27th Heniry

VIII downwards, as well as those whieh boreinrdael
upon the offence charged in the indictrnent, stated the eaue

to the jury, the nature of which will best appear f ronii thle

fact s as they were elicited fromn the witnesses thiemse.,lves:

The first witness called was:
"William P. Routiedgte, exauiined by the Solicitor Geýnerl

Was chie! mnate of the Acteon at the tinte site was wrecked. Slie beý.

Ionged to Mr. Thomuas Huniter, of Sunderland. The p)risoneirs lwurus
and Whittv were seainen on board o! lier. Theyv were hired at

Batburst whiere the Acteon was loaded. On the twentyv-lirst of
October last, tbe Acteon being ail ready for sea. tli-hey bo froin thrir
uxoorings lu Batlhurst harb)or. butilucousequeuce of the warp parti>,.
8be hove round upon the bank, and soon after becamec Ilak\; it wi
supposed shie had got upon one of lier anchors. In the dlay followý\ing
site floated, whea site made very little water. Two dayvs aftur at sur -
vey was held upon hier. The snrveyors finding that shie hadà takti,
up, gave it as their opinion that the captain mighit proceedi houwc
with bier by shipping two extra bauds in case site ixuight again ncon

leaky. The samne evening they got over the bar and uxioorvd in
Bathurst Roads, and the captain landed andi returneti witli Burns anti
Wbiitty, being the two extra bauds lie had engageti to assýist lu jiavi-

gating the vessel borne. This was the first tinte wýitiiess saw tillim
They set aj front Bathurst Roads on the inorninig o! the 26thl ,f


