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convey them out of the city or cause theni
to bie kiiled and carried out of the city and
burned at the common lay-stali, and that
sucli as kept hounds, spaniels, or mastiffs
should not suifer thein to go abroad, but
closely confine thei. "

Again, in 1665, we read in Hodge's
"Ljoimologia":

"That ail occasion of propagating the
Pest miglit bceut off; the Magistrates did
not unadvisedly command Dogs, Cats, and
Iikewise Pigeons, to be killed; Least, per-
chance,.these animais wandering here and
there, in ail places, and birds flying about
on ail aides, should carry with theni the pes-
tilenitial seed, and become Conveyors of
the Contagion. "

At the present day the ahnost universal
belief is that plague is conveyed by rat
fleas from rat to man, and that, with the
exception of the highly-contagious pneu-
monie cases, man plays no part in the
spread of the disease. Basing myself on
the history of mnmerous epideies, on well-
ascertainedl f acta in the epidemiology of
plague, and on analogies supplied by other
diseasea With a siinilarly wide zoologieai
distribution such as tuberculosis, diphither-
itis, smalipox and pueumnonia. 1 hold that
i epidemnic plague transmission, froni mnan

to man is probably more f requent than
transmission from rat to man.

We know that plague may prevail for
months and even years anmong rats and
other animrais without extending to man,
or only giving rise to a few sporadic cases;
we have an exampie of it in Suffolk, Eng-
land. But we also know that, given favor-
able conditions, such as suitable tempera-
turc and moisture, great overcrowding, and
an abundance of fleas, a true epidemic may
suddenly develop. Then, I believe, new
factors corne into play; the rat-strain of~
Baciflus pestis is replaced, in many cases,
by a human strain, and the rat fleas are
replaced by the fleas of man (Ftl ex irri-
tans> and by those of the cat (Ctenocep>ko-
his felis> and dog (Ctenocephlus canis>?.
which attack man almost as frequently as
the truc human flea, 80 called. Indeed. in
certain countries, as in Canada and
the United States, for instance. the
dog and cat fleas are the commos
fleas whiclh inf est bouses, Puiex ir-
ritans beiug very rare. That these fleas are
capable of inoeulating the plague gerni wt
already know froin actual experiment.
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