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Municipal OwnershlpinEngland

Once again we have received the valuable statistics
prepared by Mr. James Carter, Borrough Treasurer of
Preston, Engband, showing the "Rates (Taxes) levied
lu various towns, together with charges for gas, water
sud electrîcity; also Profits sud Losses on Municipal
Underta]dngs (Municipal Ownership) by which rates
lu these towns have been reduced or incressed."

This is the 28th year lu which Mr. Carter has issued
this valuable pamphlet, sud, as usual, he prefaces it by
saying that it "la not intended to demonstrate the de-
rnrability, or otherwise, of Municipal Trading."

As usual, we shail give an sualysis of the various
tables which formn the pamphlet, suxmnarizing the liste
sud information, so as to give our readers the glat of the
imformation, sud the results to be deduced from it.

The rates (taxes) lu the varions towns show a
wide divergence, the highest being lu the City of Nor-
wich, 10s. 7d. (S2.64,) which la cbosely followed by West
Ham and Stoke with 10s. 6 d. (82.62,) whibe the
lowest la the City of Oxford, where the rate la only
4 s. 8 d. (81.16), or cousiderabby less than hall; the next
lowest are Blackpool sud Bournemouth, two seaiside
resorts, with 5 s. 0 d. (81.25).

The charges for water, gas snd electricity naturaby
show a very considerable divergence.

The charge for water for domestie purposes la based
oln fthp t.si-vçhIR vqlllp. nf tlwi- hnrnxss ts.kpn at ýý,i5

The other side of Municipal ownership la given ln a
table of 55 towns in which there have been "deficiencies
the total beiug £363,208 ($1,816,040), by which
rates have been increased.

But a peculiarity about this liat la that out of the
55 towns, ail but 5 are ineluded ln the previous liat as
making profits.

Another feature of interest la that no les than.
£ 124,865 ($624,325) of the loases la due to water-
works, whichý are a necessity; aud £1c47,983 (8739,915)
la due to the docks in Bristol sud Preston, which
may otherwise be paylng investments in the business
they bring.

Deducting the total deficiencies, or bosses, from the
total receipts, it is seen that the net profits are;-
£1,292,491 ($6,462,455).
.The onby deduction la that Municipal Ownership lu

England, iu spite of ail that its enemies say, la profitable,
and that the taxes in mauy towns would bc much
heavier if they were nkot reduced by the profits on
Municipal Undertakings.

Announcemnt

We have- made-arrangements for a service of spelily
written articles on the Guild Halls sud City HaL, of
the older countries, wh.ch will be started in our
February issue. The ancient and historie Guld Hall
lu London will be the firat Wo be dealt with and as thia
la probably the most historic public building in Europe
if not auywhere lu the world, there la any amount of
material of special interest. We bebieve the contrast
of these old buildings wÀth associations of a most inter-
esting nature through many hundreds of years wiil
prove interesting from an historie point of view, as
well as a comparison with our modemn "Town or City
Halls", with which our readers are soelosely allied.
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