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The majority of :hinking mnen are convinced, therefore, that by
soine other means must the unity of the Emipire be preserved. And
in ill schenies towards this end ceTtain things mrust be borne in
mmid:

r ), The colonies must not be curtailed in their powvers of local
self-government. If any change be made, it must be in an extent
sion of these rights, as, for example, in the power of treating di-
rectly with foreign nations upon commercial questions. Upon this
frst head aIl parts of the Empire are agreeci.

(-2). Whatever the future may bring about, inter-imperiai free
trale is atpresent an impossibility,. The protectionist colonies (e.g.
Canada) will neyer consent to bave their fiscal regulations controlied
by a parlianient the majority of the members of wvhich represen-
interests and hold views upon political economry diverse froni their
own interests and views.

(3). As is xvell known, Canada furnished a regiment (the îootb)
to the imiperial army during the Crimean War. Quite recently
troops for the Soudan campaign wcre furnisbed and equipped by
the Australian colonies. Althongh within the past few years no
officiai offer of military assistance bas been made by Canada to
Britain, yet offers have often been made by men connected with
the Canadian volunteer for-ce. Fromr these and other unofficial
statements the Government and the people of England have very
naturally formed the opinion that Canadians are only too ready to
furnisb contingents for any war into wbich England mnay plunge.
This idea is entirely erroneous. A large number of unemployed
Canadians could, of course, be enlisted for any service, as was seen
during the late war between the North and the South. No difficulty
was experienced lasgt autumn in raising the Canadian voyageur con-
tingent to take the British troops up the Nule. But Canada will
not furnish a yearly quota of men or money, or both, to the various
expeditions in wbich the Home Governmnent mnay think fit to en-
gage.

To Englishmen this view may appear very selfish ; to Canadians
it appears only reasonable. " Why,' say the colonists, " sbould we
be cailed upon to share the burdens of wars in wbich we have no
interest, and as to the justice of which many persons botb in Britain
and in tbe colonies are very doubtful ? » The colonists think tbat
aIl they ought to be called upon to do, is to keep peace within tbeir
borders and defend their country against invasion. This tbey are
perfectly wîlling to do, even alrhough the military necessity shouîd
arise from British connection. They see, in facr, that most of the
wars into which they bave been drawn have arisen, as inost of the
wars into wvhich they are iikely to be drawn will arise, from connec-
tion wîtb England. For the preservation of internaI quiet and for
ithe repelling of foreign invasion they are, by the maintenance of a
small standing army, a considerable volunteer force and some ex-
cellent military school,5, to a certain degree prepared. Canadians
feel, moreover, tbat no other part of the Empire is doing more than
they are towards building it up in powver and greatniess. Evidences
of their activity are seen in vast public ivorks (e~,the Canadian
Pacific Railway, the Intercolonial Railway, the St. Lawrence and
Welland Canais) capable of utilization in timie of war, in tbe open-
ing up of the resources of their vast country, and in the cultivation

ofa pride in iniperial connection.
(4). The people of Canada do not wvant any part or share in the

Eastern policy of Great Britain, or in any of those affairs in which
she is alune deeply concerned. Fromr ber conduct in such affairs
Britain aione will derive profit or loss ;of the correctness or incor-
rectness of ber policy, she alone is the pruper jodge. The mani-
agement of these matters Canadians are quite wiîîing to leave to
the Parliament at Westminster.

Such being the conditions of the question, it is plain that any
federation wbicb may be formed cannot be a very close oneC. But
it need flot, on that account, be the less effective in attaining its
end, viz. : the preservation of tbe unity of the Empire.

According, to present indications, if Imperial Federation is ever

l)rought about, the form it will assume will be an aggregatof

B3ritish States ivith Britain as a centre e ach State rnanaging its OlI

local affairs, and Britain having entire control of thoste of India,
Eg>'pt and other landg in which she only is deeply interested. A
these States wili be under one sovereign and one flag, with Onle
armny, navy, conslar service and citizenship. 1r t ould probably be

necessary to have an Imperial Council; but this, instead of beilg an t'Il
ivieldy federal parliamno, biuding by its ropes the varions parts of
the Emipire, xvould be merely an advisory counicil consisting on the

part of the colonies of agents-general or high commissioners. The

duties of the colonial members of this counicil would be to act a'

quasi-ambassadors, to keep their own lands prominently before the
people of Great Britain, and to keep their own people infornled
upon ail inatters of importance taking place in Britain. The nucleus
of this counicil is already at hand in the High Commissioner frOlfl
Canada and the Agents-Generai from the Australasian and the
South African colonies. ul

By means of this limited federation, ail possible benefits wtl
be secured, while inany dangers like1y to result from a dloser union'

would be avoided.

It may be objected that Britain would flot consent to defend'
the outlying parts of the Empire, under tbe proposed arranlge*
ment.

But she defends them now. At present no colony contribute,

except voluntarily, towards imperial defence. It must be reCOl-

lected that it is to England's benefit to preserve imperial uDitY'
Trade and tbe flag do go together, whichever leads tbe way. Trhe

colonies are a benefit to ber, moreover, in a military sense, ifls'
much as they give ber recruiting grounds for ber armies and cOa1 -

ing and refltting stations for ber fleets. In a life and death srgl
they would prove most valuable supports. Besides ail this, there
is such a tbing as " prestige ; " a word wbicb, notwithstandiflg the
ridicule heaped upon it, bas a very decided value ; tangible ini

_.s. d., and intangible (thougb not tbe less real on that account(

in many otber ways. I
To the colonies-tben colonies no longer-the benefits arisitig

froeb imperial federation would be many and varied. Not the lelsSt
of tbese would be the possession of a horizon co-terminous i5 y
witb the limits of the world. In tbese days, wben tbe tenderiCy is

towards a complacent self- satisfaction witb our own petty endsan~d

aims, it is impossible to over-estiate the bealtbful resUIts O'f
" keeping touch," as it were, with the most distant peoples anld

events.
But there is a grander view of this question :the influence Ofa

united empire upon tbe worid at large. Without any dotibt wbat.
ever, it would prove tbe surest guarantee of Christian evanggelîz
tion and peace.

Neyer before bas so tavourable an opportunity appeared lor
wvorld-wide union. Everytbing is ready at hand ; a sirall Centra

State, rich in wvealth, population and historic associations ; vast de'
pendencies ready and willing to receive the surplus groWtb Of

Europe ;.the control of the world's banking and carrying tra de;
and, as a capital, tbe world's commercial, literary and political nie-
tropolis. rls

Canadians and other colonises fée, then, that tbey cal'
worthily play tbeir part in the great bistoric drama whose first act
opened when Ciesar's legions saw the Kentisb cliffs, by elPDg
their own resources, by discouraging ail tendency towards f0reigt

absorption, and by encouraging a manly pride in the ilmPerial

tie. atr
This they believe tbey can do for some tume as colonists;

wards, wvhen tbey shall bave outgrown tbe colonial state, as 00 t1y'
ing members of a vast British Confederation.

By means of such a confederation, there is no reason why irfe
rial unity, for wbicb so mucb blood bas been shed, sbould not Pro"e
as flrma and unshaken as are the rocky buiwarks of our pareri
isle.
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