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Doojc ?eview.
TWO NEW VOLUMES 0F CANADIAN VERSE.

B Y TI-E time this revîew appears, probably many of the readers of the
JOURNAL wl 1 have taken a dip into our new volumes of Cati-

adian verse, Frederick George Scott's "Hymun of Empire" and jean Blewett's
"Cornflower." The former collection takes its namie f romr the first poemi, the

already w.ll-known "H3,mn" which josephi Chlamberlain quoted in one of his
speeches about a year ago now. It is reminiscent of Xîpling's "Recessionial,"
but entirely different in tone, striking a nlote îîot of wariiingy but of triuimph.

*'Strong are we? Make us stronger y.et;
Great? Make us greater far.

Our feet Antarctic oceans fret,
Our crown the polar star;

Rouind eartb's wild coasts our batteries speak,
Our highway is the main,

We stand as guardian of thec îveak,
We burst the oppressor's chain."

The patriotie sentiment finds expression in several other poems, "A Voice
frorn Canada," "The King's Lastier," and so on, onie of thie fiiiRst beinig the
"Inscription on Soldier's Monument, Quiebec." Some caviller mnight be in-
clined to eall the stauza quoted above "such boasting as the Gentiles uise," but
not th-e following uines:

"Not by the power of Commerce, Art, or l'en
Shall our great Empire stand; nor bias it stood:.

But by the noble deeds of noble mien,
Heroc lives, and 1-eroes' outpoured blood."

The saie tendency tc, lero-worship) gives wvhat will appeal to soi1ll iii(lis
as thue best poern in the collection, "The 1\lartyr." It is a vivid pi)ctuiro-"T1îe
dark square glimmers 'neath the nîorning skies,"-anid SO on. Within the
limits of a sonnet the author lias expressed just enough and not toc much of
the terror and beauty of mlartyrdom. It ends-

"And as the thick smioke xvraps hlmii iii a cloud
Which rolîs to Heaven, bis voice rings clear and strong
"Thy Kingdomn corne:" and 50 hie faîls asleep."

The subjeets touched uipoin arc varied, but the toue is consistently that
of a loyal British subject and Churchnian. ln a poemn addressed "Ad Eccles-
iam Anglicanam" hie calis lier affectionately "Cburcb of our heart and Em-
pire," and in different others bie shows a firmi religions conviction firilly
express-ed.

0f a more personal cbaracter as the l)OCrils "Litlte l'rien 'd's Grave" and
"My Little Son," telling of sorrow and bereavenient, andl "A Sister of Cbiarity"
relating the' story Of al geutie life. And of course wliei it cornes to Nature,


