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2duc&tlonul system to dcter him from writing the article
nu;ﬁ; cl’ffaey and Education” that appeared in your last
defecrf:l e-pﬁint of phe article seems to be to show .tha't some
’esulté Inherent in the system, and some objectionable
Natype 0;“ working, are attributable to the'democrat_lc

is oping the system, and 1.16 leaves the 1mpressmn'bha,t, in
Tepro, hOn, the derflocmtlc feature should be considered a

ach and something to be got rid of.

majoritl“, He;atOn must surely know that an overwhelming
Cratic )\dmnety-mne per cept.——of our people are demo-
instit"ltian Uhﬂt_ democmc.y is a feature of all our public

or| in“Onfs. Tt is much in evidence in the election and

wn ;(Zi our townsh{p councils, our county councils, our
Dominion city councils, our provincial !egwlatures, our
and Syn:dparhament, and_ in our conventions, conferqnces
Otherwige ;h How, then, in the natuve of things, can it he
the foq]ipo. an that an institution that must be shaped by

Ueatioy a-]S, '\Vlshes and wants of a democratic people as its
Princip]elr? “Iy stent must be, can be other than democratic in
Oonnectio' 1 the minds of our pgople democracy has no
‘the ermn with mob rule. May this be far from us! To us
e"el()p a l:;ea'ns freedom. to _govern ours'(.elves, to create,
€nce Sha,llll “fupport such institutions as wisdom and experi-

ing_ f(;low to he necessary and _conducwe to our well-
deep in th emocracy like this is a taint and repo?,ch it runs
0| j“"gati e l}fgs 1_)lood of the people of Ont.arlo and no
Catg it on of Mr, Heaton or of any one else will ever eradi-

or n(I, F{::Ss over much in M}'. He.aton’s a.rticle that has little
Paragy,, /}M‘.mg on the subjec-ttitle of it, n:nd come Yto. the
sity° Oflllm_“’hwh he appears to condemn Toronto Univer-
ex&mina.t,' aV’l,ng ‘et books” in what he calls its ¢ entrance
lation ex - He should knqw. that not only the matricu-
Quent e;:m}n;mt}on into the [./mv(?\'mt_y, but that all suhstz;
an at( Tg;l!latlons_ in _the University are on seb books ”;
1 examinations all through the Public and High
cmm(ifll.n‘ses are based on “set books.” He lays the evil
abSen(;Q Olfng to the door of “set hooks,” and says that * the
ching » Seﬁ[ bool\'.s nnturz‘ml]y presupposes time and good
on c"alnr.ni ic ev1d'ent]y iy not aware that a teacher bhent
Withoyt, “n‘g his pupl}}s can do' so much easier and better
won't 1o, h-ﬁfit b().O]{S than with, and that a gf)od teacher
& diﬁicult 1s pupils cram even a seb bof)k. Tt \Vl!l be fou.nd
(it i not (inatt(?r to eliminate craunming fron‘n .mstructlon
Schoglg ae 1“Catlon) so long as there is competition between
ex&minn( - teachers as to results; so long as the subeects
®sire oy ?}Elon are so numerous ; and so long as there is a
Perigq of de P&lft of students tq 1'us}1 nnd. race throug.h the
Ming a‘ndef‘uca,mon, a.ngl crowd into it (quite irrespective of
tiop resy] dcu}ty training) the greatest number of examina-
fﬁ&tél Sults, with the view of making these results imme-

chog]

m lifey available for the earning of bread and butter as soon
Cheg, a8 possible, But self-interest, freedom of action and
. P ! uc’dti

T

Ming like (e, PO democracy, are responsible for cram-
in . 1K€ thig

MWbocratiy (o Educationists in mona_mchical Englfmd, a,'nd

8 myg), ‘lc (xerx.nm?y lament the evils of cramming quite

: s educationists in democratic Ontario.

Srropg OfOfpe MI Heaton will excuse me if ‘I point out two
ey act in this paragraph about cramming. He says :—

Only ¢ his evi] (of cramming) is further fostered by the fact that not

8rang ¢ “ary and standing of the tachers, but also the Government

Yiong Of(;e € school is made to depend upon the successful examina-
: 4Ving pupils rather than the average training of the school.”

t
toonz)af%’ebe true. that some boards of trustees are inclined
Pupiig 1 to estimate the value of a teacher by the number of
thay 1...C %0 get through some examination ordeal, rather
in € mental training he gives the whole school ; but
s"«lary (Lng teaching experience, I have never heard of his
Way * o8 made to depend upon it ; and certainly, in no
depend atever, does the amount of the Government grant
ot el‘wi;)n the successful examinations of pupils—leaving or
Only e If Mr. Heaton’s statement were correct it would
thig COE la Opting the principle of « payment by results ”; and
63861:13' be ne reproach to Oanadian‘ democracy, sincg it .is
Wop,,, h_la,l feature of government assistance to education in
Chical Bngland.
o © other error lies in the following :
csulatiglhls Qhﬁ\l‘acteristic (use of set books) of the University matri-
'%h)gls exﬂ}mpatiou may be due to the fact that the studies of High
Chiegy ? 3 intimated by the Minister of Fducation, are conducted
"¢ intercsts of embryo Public School teachers.”
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While it is true that many—possibly a moiety—of the
young men and women, who attend a High School, do
so with a view of qualifying as teachers, I don’t think it
true that the studies of the High Schools are conducted
chiefly in their interests. How can they be, when (as Mr.
Heaton has previously said) ¢ the University, by its matri-
culation examination, sets the tone to the studies of the
High School?” It is true that the work of preparing em-
bryo teachers for the departmental examinations, and the
work of preparing embryo graduates for their matriculation
examinations, in subjects common to both examinations, has
now for some years gone hand.in hand ; and so much to the
benefit and satisfaction of the Universities has this been
done that all our Universities now accept the Departmental
Junior and Senior Leaving Examinations in place of their
own Junior and Senior Matriculation Examinations ; and
well, indeed, they might, since, as a rule, the questions are
more ditficult and the percentage of marks required higher.
Other bodies, too, such as the Dental Association, the Phar-
maceutical Society, the Veterinary College, the Medical
Council and the Law Society, accept, in place of entering
examinations of their own, the examinations to which the
Education Department subjects its embryo teachers.  Thus
it will be seen that the arrangement of studies in a High
School that suits embryo teachers also suits embryo gradu-
ates, dentists, druggists, vets., doctors, and ]u,\vym's.' Mr.
Heaton may consider this state of things very democratic ;
but to bring it about was the very acme of wisdom
on the part of the Minister of KEducation and the
heads of these learned institutions. If monarchical
Tingland would take this leaf out of democratic On-
tario’s book, it would show her wisdom too. As for the
intimation, I may mention that T have kept pretty close
track of the public utterances of the Minister of Hducation,
and I do not remember of ever hearing him intimate that
High School studies were chiefly conducted in the interests
of Public Scool teachers, Tn his efforts to get money  from
a close-fisted legislature for the proper support of sccondary
schools, he has endeavoured to overcome the objections of
those members who were willing to support Public Schools
only, by showing that Public School teachers were indebted
to High Schools for their non-professional training.

Having in view the results of the last elections in mon-
archial England, Mr. Heaton really should not sneer at “ pot-
house politics,” and say that they and democracy appear to
be inseparable. T have seen it stated that beer carried Salis-
bury back into power and saved the House of Lords.

Mr. Heaton is only half correct in saying that ¢« School-
Trustees are elected in the same manner as the Municipal
Council, by the ratepayers.” The fact is that it is only
Public School Trustees that are elected in this way. High
School Trustees are appointed partly by the Town Council
and partly by the County Council. If Mr. Heaton considers
this democracy he should remember that England has lately
gone much further in her ¢ Parish Boards.”

He deplores, as will every right-minded person, that, in
the appointment of teachers ¢ merit too often goes to the
wall”” But is this a feature of education alone? Is it not
true of civil, military, clerical and commercial appointments ?
And is it a feature peculiar to democracy ! Unfortunately,
Ontario has no monopoly of ¢ ways vhat are dark and tricks
that are mean” in the matter of bestowing and obtaining

appointments.

T can easily understand how astonishing, even horrity
ing, the so called rebellion of the students of Toronto Uni-
versity must appear to one to whom everything that savors
in the least of democracy is as offensive as it seems to be to
Mr. Heaton. Youth is democratic everywhere, and the
« Ontario educational system” is no more accountable for
that « example of the spirit of young democracy ” than are
educational systems of Ge.rma,ny or Russia for the riotous
ades of their University students. If suchan uprising
anded proceedings (whether real or supposed, I
) had taken place at Oxford, T can .readily
imagine Mr. Heaton with his Old Country proclivities and
naﬁ%na} characteristics, applanding it as a fine example of

o L fOI' 1 ];}Pit'()ﬂs 1) y()u kIlOW « never
roper British spirity , ’ 7
neve ’ A. Puisrow.
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never, will be slaves.

Port Hope, August 19t.h,.lb'95,
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