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bO'Y, itis clear that the man je no better off
tI1Iu ho wua before, thongh hie income ie
1ftrge? by twenty per cent. In other
*orde, he has to work twenty per cent.
liarder in order to get the equivalent of hie
former income. Of course hie account
book will show an increaae of business Lo
that amnount.

But it js jn connection with the increase
'11 the value of importe under the -protective
1Y6tem that the most obstinate anonialie
50011 to us to prosent themeelves. We do
flot suppose that any considerable pro-
portion of Canadian importî consiste of
raw tuaterial for the use of manufacturer,
or rather that the increase in this cia 35
Of importei je uch as to explain the in-
creasa in the total value of importe. If
thie could be ehown to be the case, the
"lYltery would be in paru explained, and we
Should cheerfully give due credit to the

>~ .for the reeult, though even thon,
'ri view of the fact that the increasie in ex.
Ports fall, so far short of keeping pace with
tliat in importe, we should stili be left to
*Onder what became of the enlarged volume
Of mlanufacture3d goode, in the absence Qf an
thcrease o! population to account for their
home1 consumption. But waiving euch

lOe6tiee, the one question t.o which we do
'lot remember to have seen a eatiefactory
~'r8Wer ie, why ehould- supporters of a pro-
tective polioY oxult over an increaze of im.
p3rtsi ?Was it the design of the N. P. to

eel uch an increase otherwise than as a
reluit Of an incraase of population which
hae flot been had 1 The figures will no
doubt show that a large part of the importe

*Whare thus increasiiig in 80 much greater
etto than the exporte, consiste of manuf a-
t'lred goode of kinde produced by our own
"'anufacturere. îIit not onteof the avowed
objects of protection to keep out euch foreign
raln1factures, or at leaet to raduce the
'lJantity and value of sncb importations 1

WsiL not-hut there je no end to the
" 'etiO,, 5 which keep coming up to perplex

us a we attempt to geL a clearer under-
s1tatiding of the situation and of the rela-
tiofle of cause and effeot which produce iL,
Ii enY way reojncilahle with the dlaim

týtProtection je entitlad to the credit.
sahall therefore stop with a general hy-

POthet!ca1 question which pereistently forces
Iteelf upon the mind in connection, with the

Inb't:If thie increaied buying and sel-
111g 'i foreign markets, especially the boy.
lug, je a good thing, and if it bas taken
place ta 80 large an extent, in spite of a tex
of flOarlY twenty millione of dollars upon
importe during the eleven moiithe, wbat an

ileaeOf trade and prooperity wonld ensue

"'Ore the tax romoved or materially dimin-

11JýyWhat thou hast 1!nherlted from
s t!3,I thou wouldet posese it; w-bat
en1Y flot le an oppressive burden;-%-btthe Moomet bri-ngre forth, that only

ta 'tP lft by.-Get.he.

THE LIBERAL PLATFORM.

The great Lihera.l Convention hae been,
helli, and bas succeeded, almoat we fancy
beyond the hope o! any but the most san-
guine o! its promoters, in framing and
adopting with complete unanimity, so far
at least as outward manifestation goes, a
statement of the principles and policy upon
which it will conteet the next general elec-
tion. In point of numbers and enthueiaam
the meeting seeme to have been aIl that
could ho deeired or expected by iLs promu-
tors. AIl the Provinces except British
Columbia were represented, and of thodè
thus repreeented al, except Manitoba, seem
to have been fully represented. In accord-
ance witb the broad hint given in Mr.
Laurier'e firet speech, the rocks and shal-
Iowa wbicb threatened delay or shipwreck
were skilfully avoided, and the discussions
kept well witbin the lines upon which al
clasmes and sections are pretty well agreed.
Perbape one o! the graateet advantagee to
ho derived by the party fromn the meeting
je the hearty -endoreement which the present
leader hais received fromn representatives of
ail classes and creeds, fromn all parts of the
Dominion. The absence of any note of
diecord upon this point will not only greatly
strengthen the bande of Mr. Liurier, but
will go far in effecting the practical consoli-
dation, which je one o! the neede o! the
party. Nor, Bo far as a reader o! the re-
ports can perceive, was this the resuit
reaohed as a more matter of poficy, or o!
neceseary compromise. IL seeme rather to
have been the outcome of a thorough liking
for and confidence inthe man, who certainly
posseeses in large measure many o! the
intellectual and moral qualities and personal
traite which are the only reliable guaran-
tees of loyalty to a political chie! tain.

The firet and largest plank in the plat-
form, if we may continue to use that con-
venient and expressive Americanism, je of
course that whicb bas relation to the tariff.
This plank ie, in etlect, a more elaborate
statement of the policy which bas been ad-
vocated by Mr. Laurier and others on the
floor of Parliament and elsewhere for soine
t;me pàat--a tariff for revenue only with
free trade for its goal, whatever that may
mean. "The Customs tariff of the Dominion
should bc raised," it ie declared, Ilnot as it
now je, upon the protective principle, but
upon the requirements of the public ser-
vice." The pninciple of protection je de-
nounced as " radically unsound and unj uet
to the masses of the people," and the tarifi'
ehould bceso adjusted, it je affirmed, "las Lo
make free, or to bear as lightly as possible
upon, the necesearies of life; and sbould be
so arranged as to promote free traie with
the wbole world, more particularly with
Great Britain and the United States.,, It
migbt perbaps ho ceptions to cniticise forme
o! expression too cloaely, othervisie one
might wonder how any tariff with revenue
for its object can b. made to proniote free
trade. The clause je, we suppose, to ho in-

terpreted in the light of the words o!
varions speakers wbo declared that absolute
free trade wae the end to be kept constantly
in view. With this underetanding, based
upon the admitted impossibility of im-
mediate abolition o! the tariff and adoption
of direct methode o! raieing the large reve-
nue now nocessary, ail except the extrem-
jets will probably be for the present content.
The re!ormed tariff je to be regarded as an
eduoative as well as a political measure.
Bath parties are now pledged to tariff
reform-the one on protective, the other on
free-trade linos. This je declared tu be the
braad line of demarcation between the two
parties.

The denunciations of Administrative
corruption, of the Franchise Act, the Gerry-
mander, etc., were ail to be expected as a
matter of course. We do not mean to
intimate that Bo far as they can ho shown
to have any baese in fact they ehould ho
paesed hy on account of their familiarity.

The mild declaration in favour o! a
Daminion plebiscite on the question o! pro-
hibition will probaibly ho a surprise to
many. It commits the Liberal party to a
policy which can scarcely f ail to lead to im-
portant resulte at no distant day. Though
the article is vory cautiously worded, the
declaration je evidently not only meaning-
lees, but poeitively deceptive, unlese it je
regarded as an implied pledge, binding the
party, ehould it attain power, Lo legisiate
in accordance with the 'vili o! the people as
ascertained hy the proposed plEbiscite. The
policy je no doubt eound so far as it recog.
nizes the fact that nothing short o! a very
unssistakable demand on the part o! a large
majority o! the people could warrant sncb
legi8lation, or render its enforcement possi-
ble. But s0 many seious questions and
difficuities are involved in the prohibition
of the manufacture and sale of intoxicating
liquors thraughout the Dominion that iL je
a hold and riskful movement for any party
La take even the firet decisive stop in that
direction.

With regard to the Manitoba achool
question the action, or rather inaction, o!
the Convention is perhaps ehrawd f rom a
Lacticai point o! view. The fact that the
question o! th,- constitutional right o! the
governuient Lo interfero in the maLter irre-
opective o! the deciision o! the Judicial Coin-
mittee o! the British Privy Council ie now
before the Supreme Court, and that, sbould
the decision o! the Court ho that the Gov-
ernmeut bas no sncb night or power, there
'viii, as Mr. L-turier eaid, no longer ho a
Manitoba question, gave the Liberal leaders
an excellent opportuity to ebelve a ques-
Lion in regard to which iL je pretty evident
that division would Otherwise bave been in-
evitable. But iLmay hoquestioned iffsncb
an attitude exhibiti the courage o! conviction
Lo which hoth Mr. Laurier and Mr. Tarte
lay dlaim, and to credit for whicb tbey are
in many respecte juetly entitled. Mr.
Tarte's opinions upon the menite o! the
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