
-1

THE VATICAN ANJD THE CJONGO-

The following is the full text of the

convention recently sig.ned between the

Vatican and the Congo State:- o
"The Holy ApostoliC See desirous of

favoring the methodical propagation o

/ Catholicism in the Congo and the

governutent of the Independent Statef

appreciating the considerable part that

CathQlic missionariOS have taken in

its civilizing mission in Central Africa,

have coule to a niutual agreemient be-t
tween theinselves and also with the

representatives of CatholiC missions Ou

the Congo, with the view of further

assuring the realization of their respec-

tive intentions.
"To this effect the id~rsigiied-his-t

Excellency Monsignor Vico, Archbishops

of the Philippines, ApostoliC Nuncio

decorated with several orders, duly

authorised thereto by His lloliness Pope

Pius X., and the Chevalier (le Cuvelier,

officer of the Order of Leopold, etc., etc.,i

duly authorised )y H. -.NI. eopold il.

King-Sovereign of the Independe1nt

State, have agreed to the followl'ifg

provisions.

(1) The Congo State will concede to-

the settiement of Catholic nmissions onu

the Congo the 1lnd necessary for îhei

religionus work on the followinlg col-

ditions -

(2) Each inissionary settliment en-
gages to the extent of its resoUrCes to

found a school where the nnativeeS shalli

receive instruction. The course shahl

inlude in particular, instruction in

agrculture and forestry, as well as

practical professioflal training in man-

ual inclustry.
(3) The program of the studies andi

course of instructionls shall be sub-

enitted to the Governor General, and the

several branches of instruction shall bec

by joint agreement. The teaching of

the national Belgfian languages shall

constitute anl esential part of the

prograro.
(4) Every head of a mission shall

periodically report to the Governor Genu-

eral on the' organization and develop-

ment of the schools, the number of

students, the progress of the instruiction,

etc. The Governor General may ither

personally or by deleg-ate speciallY

appointed assure himself that the school

meets ail the necessary hygienic and

sanitary conditions.

(5) The nomination of each head of a

mission shall be notiî6ed to the Gover-

nor General.
(6~) The rnissionaries engage to per-

forun for the Stat e on condition of in-

demnity any special work of a scientific

nature for wvhich they may be personally

coupetent, such as geographical, ethno-

graphical, and linguistie investigations

or studies.

(7) The extent of land to be allotted

to each mission, the establishment of

which is decided upon by common

agreement shall be 250 cultivable, aftres,

it may be increased to 500 acres if the

needs and importance of the mission

justify it. These lands cannot b

alienated and shall remnain assigned for

the purposes of the work of the mission.

These lands are given f ree and in per-

petuity; their site shahl be fixed by

agreemnert between the Governor Gen-

eral and the Superior of the mission-.

(8) The Catholie missionaries bifld

themselves, so far as their numnbers

make it possible, to perforrn sacerdotal

duties in those centres where the numf

ber of converts would render their

presence necessary. In the event of

fixed residence, the missionaries shah]

receive £rom the government a suitable

allowance for each particultir case.

(9) It is agreed that the two con-

tracting parties shall always impress

uPO their subordinatee tl necessitJ

of preserving perfect harmony between
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