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THE WHITE PLAGUE IN THE

LOCAL LEGISLATURE

HE combat against'consumption pro- '$4,OW toward the establishment of muný,

voked au interesting educational institutions. to flght the disease. Il
discussion, ir nothing more, in Che matter of regret that only one

local Legislature on March 4, when Hamilton, hàýd takén advantap 1 thýý
Mr, J. P. Downey, member for South Well- In alluding to the clauses denianding

ington moved the second reading of his bill pulsory notification, Mr. Downey dec

to prevent the spread of tuberculosis. 1ýie thàt everything else that was done byý'
bill provided for the creatiou of couaty of legislation would fail unless nc b
Boards of Health, whose duty, with the aid was made dompulsory, so that th, 4
of the Provincial Boàrd of Health, it shall bc ities would be àt once able to take theu
to take measures to keep in touch with 'the case and the nature of the surround
persons suffering from consuniption, provide warranted. Mr. Downey did not ffeý(,,'
thern and their families with literature béar- bill as a final solution of a question
ing on the disease, and methods of combat- was pressing itsolf upon this and e.,
iug it; to reinove patients when neceseary, deliberative body i the world to-day.

atoria; W take stops to build andto Ban Mr. A. G. MeKay thought Lhe weakx >'_
maintàin'such institutions, aud to make th, bill was fhat it was too local and un-
notification of the disease compulsory. sarily expepsive. ý In view of the ture,Speak-ing, to themeasure, Mr. DoWneY re- importance of the work the boa 1 - sý,
Mtted the general apathy on -the question. ' bc as permanent- as possible, and t e -w
Hë quoted figures as to the-d"th ràte-from should be centralized more under Gé
the &sease in the new and the old'world. ment coÈtrol. ' The disèase was hot"
Dr. Wm. Osler has given it-as'his opinion prev eut iÏ1.0 tario that it inight not-'

ý11. that in the United States to-day 1,ýýG,000 dèalt with: W three or four or five Proviq
people were afflicted with thé disoase. Tbc institutions established ou sirnilar lines,
loss on this and other continents in'life, and thé ilow normal schools. Thorm
money from. this disease were. truly appall- considérable to bc said agaïnst countyy
ing. But these losses in the uggregate'were being able to cowpel Colinty coulle,
often lost sight-of in the deaths oUthe great bed sanatoria,',and the creation " Of >ý
geniffles of the worldwhofellvict stoccn- power would likely result in friction.
sumption' He gave a number of nam'es, àf ý'Itshould bemadýb a Governiiient ni
such men and women, and proceeffing, de- and thç'whôle matter dealt with
voted some time to an outline of the mauner PýovinciaýIstaiidpoint,"concludedMi. Mcý
in which the Germalis werefightingthe dis- Hon. Mr. Hanna referred to the eff
ease. ,Upon this in part his own bill was five'central counties to secure fi
based, particularly in regard to the sending thé Prôvincial gTant, in all $20,000. bnýâ'
out of literature for, the guidance of tuber- sânitarium. The request appeared-1
culosis sàfferer& and, the establishment of rea8onable proposition, but the idêa,ý'
local sanatoria. abandoned that one institution could'

Norway, however, stood as the model for five countiýs. It " nie a question Who
all 00untries in respect tO_ a county institýtion was not deaJing
legislation. In that case comPuIsOrY notifi- too large an area. The patients' re
cation was provided for by la*. A great lots of fresh air, good food and a knôWl'
deal had beýn done in the United States in of hygienieconditions, and itdid not re
the encouragment of establishing State, a Yery large investment. After
sanatoria, but sq far little bail béen doilé in officers and machinery were 'the mast i
Canida or in this Province to prevept 1 the tant. The Board af neaith of the.
spread of tuberculosis. The Législature of had given the matter their attenich
Ontario had taken one important $tep by thé factý if hewhs'not mistaken, they ha ' dl"
passingof an act in 19M, making a grant of dmfted smething that cold be mdil


