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gists h2 ve decided that our Lord's birth
took ph..ce four years before the commence-
ment of the commorA -?omputation : i. e. that
wVe oughlt to add four years to ail dates in
the Christian era.

ocy The first chap.er of St. Matthew is
appointcd by the English branch of the
Chureh founded by our Lord to be read
three times every year, viz. : on the rn.orn-
ings of January '2, May 3, and August 31 ;
and the verses from. 13 to 25 are to read
again on the Sunday after Chrismas-day.

SELECTED ARTICLES.

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHBI{S-THEIR OBLIGA-
TIONS, DUTIES, AND QUALIFICATIONS.

[The following Lecture was delivered by the Rev.
Henry J. Morton, D.D., Rector of St. James' Church,

Philadelpl.I... We tru:>t tha it -willbe peru>;ed with atten-

tion and profit by the parties to whom it -was mor-e e-spe-
cially addressed.-ED. Y. C.]

L E C T U R 19.
NATi-. XXtI. 9.

dl Go ye therefore Into the highwayr and hcdges, and as many as ye
shail find bid ta the xnarrlage."

The obligations, dulies and qualifications ofSunday Sehool

teachers have been set before me as subjecis upon -which
I arn te discoursa this evening. They are obvious themes

of ver.y great vioinent, yet a single glance wvill suffice to con-

v*nce yeu that their full ccnsideration is not likely to be

accomplished in vne disoourse, though that were extended

fat beyond the limnits now granted to sucli exercises. I

feel however less embarrassed by the difflculty when 1
rcftect, that many %vill follow me in this course of lectures,

and deuhtless, Nvithout departing from the themnes assigned

them, supply the deficiencies of my very î-apid sketch.
I address myscif therefore at once, and cheerfully, to my

-wvork ; an(l as some arnbiguity seems to bang about the

first subject suggesed, I the obliýqations of Sunday School
teachers,"1 explain to you %-hat I understand by that; ex-

pression. By obligations as distinguishcd from duties I

shall suppose to be intended, the considerations whicla con-

strain tecichers Io undertakc the work; by duties the things
which lhey ought Io do wherc Uthe woili has been undertaken.

1. The obligations of Sunday School teachers I consider

to be, 1 Theccall cfGod. 2L Tite call of the Church.
T.wr, CALL 0F GoiD.-Sunday Schools are praiscd by

some as the glor-ous discovery of the nineteenth century,
and by others reprobated as a moderun innovation. To me

they appear to be nothing more thar. modifications of a

system as old as Christianity-modifications of the great

plan of religious culture of the young, causueJ by the pecu-

liar circumstances of the times, and of the Church, as acted
'ipon by tie limes. Ifeel, thercfore, no hesitation ini trac-
ing up the obligations wvhich bind ilhe teachers in this
matter to the cal1 of God, as uttered in the text-'" Go ye

therefore mbt the highways and hcedges, and as znany as ye

shall find, bid to the mariage."1 To gather together the

young -wbho need guidance, and lead thieri n mb the patbs of
purity and piety, is se manifestly binding upon ai- who
bave the ability an.d opportunity for so deing-it flovm ç se

plainly, flot only from the comniand of the text, but from

every precept in God's word, whcrein love ta our neigh-
beur is inculcatcd, that I shahi not occupy v-=r time by
enlarging upon it, but pass to a difflculty %which may sug-
gest itself to some minds, a.. i in i-emeving wh. ieh 1 shal
ha led to disces the second iligation by which Sunday
S .chool teachers are bound. illowing what may net for a

moment be denied, that it is .he duty of evcry man having
the ability to do greod to the young within reach of his in-

fluence, to use that pc-wer ini their behaîf, is there any

special obligation i-esting upon him te occupy himself in
this pai-ticular work of Sunday Sehool instruction 1 [s ha

nnt, unless he ha an erdinary pi-cacher of the gospel, step-

ping out of his proper sphiere in thus undei-taking the

publie instruction of the young in the truths oi the gospel 1
I answer, no-for to this precise duty hie is surrmmnned by

THF. VeICE OF THE CHuuc.-That the duty of giving
public religiçus instruction was originally commnittcd te
spiritual teachers, ordained for that Nwork, 1 think us plain
from the recorded history of the fi-st ages of Christianity.
But that the grat Heud of the Church meanttIo confine the
work to them 1 do not believe, because very early in the
Cl'ilrch's history we find persons emnployed in the-work: of
catechetical instruction -who -were flot in order. We be-
lieve that fi-rn the aposties' time there have been but thre

orders of the ministers in the Chui-ch of Christ-bishops,
priests, and deacons-yet wve find >-tcchists named as oc-
cupied in their peculiar werk, and distinguished froun the
three orders above neticd. Trhe author, undesr, the name
of "lClemnens ]Romnanus," bas this fanciful illustration cf
ffie Churcli cf Christ. He compares it to a ,vell-manned
veuisel, or galley. The bishiop,l ha says, resembles the
pilot, the presbyters the inariners the deacouis the chiief
rowers, the catechists the NauroXôyot, or those whose
offices it was te admit passengez s mbt the sldp, and conti-net
wvith themn for the price wbich they wvere te pay for their
passage. Although, thierefere, the thi-ce orders cf the
ministry aboya named did inslruct the ignorant, and Ihough
this was a part of thieir duty. still it secms that the sanie
duty was dischai-ged by those w-ho w-are neither bishops,

priests nor deacons, thougb acting under autberity and by
commission of the Church! Origen wvas only eightcen
years old w'hen ha fi-st entered upon the duty of a cate-
chist, and therafore net in orders, becausa net cf an ae tQ
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