
CONSTRUCTION

DEVASTATED AREA

Immediately following the appoinùrnent of
the Relief Commission, that section of the City
more or less completely destroyed by the ex-
plosion, conmprisi-ng some 325 acres aiid now
known as the devastated area, was set aside to
be deait with by the H1alifax Relief Commission
under statutory provisions included ini the 1-Tali-
fax Relief Act.

Througli the courtesy of Mr. Adams, and
under his supervision and criticism, Mr.
H. L. Seymour, his able assistant, lias been
almozt continuousiy employed in the careful
consideration. and study of this particular area,
with the resuit that definite boundaries have
been fixed by survey lines, street grades have
been established on ail main thorouglifares, and
building lines laid down for ail properties
throughout the area. Definite sections have
been set aside for residential and industriat
deveiop.ment and areas fixed for first and second
cilass construction.

The Halifax rehousing problem dîffered rad-
ically froin that presented 'by the usual indus-
trial town or liousing development, in that well
developed streets had existed in this area be-

fore the explosion, -and the water and drainiage
service in the streets was stili intact, and must,
if possible, be taken advantage of. 'The original
city plan of this section, having littie or no re-
gard for the ground contours, was naturally
most unsatisfactory, with streets arranged on a
hiliside in rectano'ular blocks, so that the cross
streets miounted straiglit up the hi-I at exces-
sive grades with main thorouglifares only at
the top and bottom of the siope, having n1 ol .on
venielit nmean-s of communication betweeii them.

In the study of the niew Town. Planning
Scherne, it was decideci to retain as m'any of the
old streets as possible, preserving the existing
water and service lines, and to introduce two
liew diagonal thorouglifares crossing midway
Uap tlc slope, so as to give communication at
easy grades between tle upper and lowcr levels,
that is, betweeii Gottingen, and Barrington
Streets, thc two main thoroughfares running
north and south paralleling the harbor and
Richmond Siope.

T'Vidths of Streets-C are fui. consideration
was given to the study of the*main traff6c thor-
oughfares, with the resuit tliat the diagonal
boulevards were fixed at a width of eighty (80)
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