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¢ Cotton and flax being compel.itors, flax took
the lead in the spiuning aud weaving districts
of England antil the days of Eargreaves and
Arkwright, when machinory gave the advantage
to cotton manufacture. Flax is now advancirg
agaio, and its uses are extending.” ¢ The cotion
world is a Jittle uncertain as to the future supply
of raw material : the flax world offers to do what
flax cagnot, and is even bold enough to challenge
cotton for the leading position.” * The Ameriean
States’ planters grow as much as the slaves ¢an
pick, and there is ‘a limit to the sapply from
thence.” It is now an vnquestionable fact, that
the consumplive power t(vcad> not only close on
the heels of ihe productive, butehas rurpassed it.”’
“ Launcashire is.put to its wits end to devise a
mode of escaping from the perilous dependency
on the United States for cotton.”

My, Dodd’s wovds, written eight years befove
the commencemont of the American war, and
when there was no prospect of it, were truly pro-
phetic of the vesults which followed, when it
‘deprived Tancashive of cotton, and threw the
manuflacture of textile fabrics out of the Mao-
chester cottou-looms into the Irvish linen power-
looms, causing an incrensed demand for flax, which
is growing greater every yecar.

Mr. Baker, the British Factory Tuspector, in his
report of 1861, writes:—** We can veither procure
flax from abroad nor induce ovr farmers to grow
the raw material.” The same complaint has been
made in the Uniied S:ates, in which there are
several flax factories, one of which alone covsumes
in thread and twine about 700 tons annaally, or
more thau one-half of all the flux grown in Upper
Canada in 1860. Within the last three yeurs,
agents from the Ucited States have come to induce
farmers in Canadw to sow flax, and- they do not
hesitate to admit the’ inferiority of their own
growth in quality. "Sueh has been the anxiely of
manufacturers for estending its cultivation, that
“the U, S, Government allocated $20,000 lately to

" encourage it ; and flax is admitted there, as well
as into Newfoundland and Nova Scotia, duty free;
in the lutler (into which it is imported from Kurope)
it is used to make twine, thread, fishing-nets, &e.
The result of the present ¢ivil war must lead to a
short supply of cotton from the Southern'States
for many years to come; and many reasons pre-
sent themselves to prove that the Sonthern Statos
are not likely again to supply cotton to the extent
they have done heretofore. Coiton, which before
the commencement of the war would have sold in
England for 6d. or 8d., is now 2s. 4d. per’lb.,
without & prospect of any great decline in price.

. The necessities of the American Government have

already saggested to them the imposition of a tax
upon cottori, which will keep wp its price almost
to what it now is.

British and Irish inanufacturers have been rsing
every exertion throughout the world to obtain sup-
plies of cotton, but the continved high price of it
proves, to some extent, theic want of success, In
like mavaer it has beecu sought to procure fax,
A ¢ompany was formed in elfast, some years ago,
which has been endeavouring to cultivate flax in
the East Tndies ; but neither in quantity or quality
has it come up to what was expecied of it, and
the cry of the spinners still is, “Give ws more
flax.” T'he demand for livens is increasing, new
mills are being erected, but the raw material is not
forthcoming. A few years ago, power-looms could
only weave eotton ; but, by improved machivery,
they are now applied to the manufacture of liren.
King Cotton had a loug reign, but it seems that
Queen Flax is dethronmg him, and may long hold
the sway of manufacturmg power.

So long as prices are high inferior qualities 70y
be purchased; but when the demand lowers they
will not be songht after. Supérior qualities of
raw material aiways are in requést. There is no
tradesman who does not understand that a good
article is always saleable, So it is with flax. The
inferior qualities grown in Treland sold well during
the years of increased demand, np to 1815; but
when that demand fell off, ihey wero uonabie to
compete with the superior quality produced in
other parts of Europe; nor did the Irish flax
growers regain their share of the trade until they

-altered their systew, and produced a botter quality.

Canada has now begaa to share the flax trade,
and she will always continue to hold it, if she
only improves the quality of her flax fibre, and
extends her fields of cultivation so as to prodace a
sufficient quantity to attinet manufacturcrs or
purchasers from abroad, after supplying her wants
at home. Linen, and various other flax manufae-
tures, are now largely imported into the Province,
though they might be supplied with advantage
sud economy either wholiy or -in part of home
grown produce. The home demand for flax would
of itself justify thc erection of Aax scutching mills
and preparing factories: the Lusiness once estab-
Tished wontd be permunent and profitable..

It is one of the principles of the far-secing poli-
ticians of the present day to deny the aid. of
governmental credit, or money, to premote objects
which would come into :competition with or check
private enterprizo ; bui this principle may be car-
ried too far; and there are'many projects which it
is noi only legitimate but expedient for Govorn-
ment to gid by lonns or grants from the public



