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"Cotton anid fiai bcbug co'»)peLitor.s, flux took
the lead in the spiening aîtd wveaving districts
of England o util the day-9 of 11argreaves and
Ârkwright, wben machinory gave the adrantage
to Cotton maiu facture. Flax ie now advancirtg
agaia, and izs tises are extending."l "lThe Cotton
world je a littie «ncertain as te the future supply
of raw anatorial : tbe flux tyorld ofi'ers te de wbat
flux catinet, and le even bold e-tougb te challenge
cotton for the leading posiCti.>' -Tbe Aiaeriean
States' planters gr'ew as inuch as the slaves éan
pick, and timere in -- limit te the sapply frern
thenco.> I je isiow an untques;tionable tfact, that
the consumptive power tycad.-, mut oui>' close on
the heels cf the productive, but-bas s.urpassed i.'
IlLancashiîre is put te ;te 'wits end f-o deýise a
mode of escaping from, the perilons dependene>'
on bhe United Statew for cotton."1

Mr. Dodd's -. 'ords, writteu eigbt year. before
the commencement cf the American wvar, and
when Lhere wab ne prospect cf it, ivere trul>' pro-
phetie of the î-esults wbiclî foilowed, wben it
deprived Ilancashiire of cotten, and threw the
manufacture of textile fabrice e ut cf the Mouû-
chester cottou-Ieoms ie Uich Irish lilen power-
borne, causimg an increased dlemaed for flux, wbich
le growing greate -every ycar.

Mr. Bakcer, the British Factory luspecter, in bis
report of 1861, wri.es -" WYe can iieither procure
fiax from abroad nor induce or farmers te growv
the rw material." Thle came complaintbas been
made in tho tUnited Szates, ini wlaicb bliere are,
several flax factoiries; ene of which alone conisumes
in t.bread :<nd tivine about 700 tons annimtlfly, or
more than eue-balf cf ail the fl.Lx grown in Uf:per
Canada i 1880. Within the l.îst three yeaLre,
agents front thcUojited States have corne te induce
farmers in Canadat te s0w fi.ax, and the' deo not
hesitate te admit the* inferiority of their own
growth in qualit>'. Sucb bas bieo thc anxioty cf
wànufacturere fer e.itending its cultivation, that
the 15. S. Gêterlinten-t allocated $20,000 lately te
encourage it; and fiax is àdmitted Lucre, as wclI
as iute Newfoundland and Nova Suoi.ia, du Cy free;
in bbc latter (inte whicb iL is imperted from Europe)
ib la -nsed tu make twine, thread, fisbing-inets, &o.
The reîbult of~ Lhc preseut civil war muet lead te a
short suppiy of Cotton from "tbe Southerna States
for maity yeàrs te corne; and many reasone pre-
sent themselves te prove thati the Semthcrn States
are flot iikely again te supply cotron te the citent
tbey have done her'etefore. Cotton, whieb before
the commencement of tbc war would bâve sold in
England for 6d1. or 8d., is now 2s. 44t. per lb.,
without a prospect of any gteat decline in price.
The necesiiee cf the Arnerican Govcrnmcnt have

alrcady sagge8ted to 0.J-em. the imposition of a tax
upon Cotton, wbich wvili teep ulp it-3 price ala;sost
te What it now le.

British and Irirdb uanufacturers have bee-n fleing
every exertion througbont bbc world.to obtainý sup-
plies of Cotton, but the contiritied high price of it
proves, tu soute extent,. their want of success. In
like inauner it bas bocu sought to procure fa~x.
A Company was formed in 13eIf;ist, smre yeurs ago,
wbich bas been endevouring te cultivate flaxinl
the Easb inudie; but neither in cquantity or quality
bhm it corne up te -what was expeec-ed of it, and
the cry of the spincers still is, "'Givo "is more
fluix." l'le demand for JiDens le increasing, rieue
mille are being erected, -bat-the iiaw rnaterial la not
forthcoming. A.few years ago, power-looms Could
only weave cotton ; but,, by improved rnachivery,
they are now applied to the.ma-nuifacture of livieu.
King CJotton had a long reigri, but it seenie that
Queen Flaxisj dethroning him, and ina> long holà
the sway of .manufacturing power.

Slong as prioes are high inferior qualities ;'~
be purehased; but wben the dexnand lowers they
will nlot be souglit after. Superior qualities of
raw material a lways are in requést. Thoro le no
tradesman wbe, de net u.deratatid thiat a good
article is always Baleable, Se iL ie with lifax. The
inferior qualities grown in lrelandl soldl weil durirîg
the yeare of increased demand, np to 1815 ; but
when that demand fell oE, -.ho were unabie te
compete with the superior quality prodnced ln
other parts of Europe; nor did tlie Irish flax
growers regain their share of th!e trade until thcy
altered their sy8etw, and produced a botter quality.

Canada bas noir besuc tu -share the fiax tratle,
and she ivili always continue te hold it, if she
oaly improvesi tbe quftlity of her flax fibre, and
extende bier fields of cultivation se as to prodace a
sufficient quantity te attraiet maniuraaturors or
purchasers froin abroad, atler s£upplying lier vrants
at home. Linen, and vwmious 6ther fiax manufac-
tures, are now large>' iiported into the Province,
tbough t bey might'b. supplied with advantage
and econýomy oitber wholly or In part of home
grown produco. The home demand ror fiai would
of iteelfjuatify the erectien of flax ecutching milla
and preparing factories: the business once estab.
Iiibed w6ouýd bc permanent and profitable..

IL i3 onte of the prineiples of tbe far-secing poli.
ticians of Vie present day te deny the aid. of
go vernmental credit, or osions>', te promote objeots
which would corne inte competitien with or check
private enterprize ; but this principle may bo car-
ried ton far; and there ave'esany projecis wbich it
je net only legitimate but expedient for Govrn-
ment te aid by loans or grants fromithe publie


