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JOHN SEBÂSTIÂN BACH.
John Sebastian Bach was bora at Eisenach, Gci'many, on

the 2tst cf Marcb, 1685. For more than a hundred years
PPOV~icus, the family, cf which hoe was the mort illustrions
membor, bad been celebrated foir their wenderftnl musical
talent. So universalty, indeod, bad the naine cf Bach and
the idea cf swoet harmonies beoe connected, that the
majeri ty cf the organiste and choir' masters in sovej'al pro.-
vinces cf Germany had long beon solectcd fî'om this famiiy.
once a year tho seatterod relatives aIl met at an appointed.
place, and spent a day la musical converse, whichi must
have beeiî sweet indeed, net te thernselves eniy, but te
ethers feî'tunate eneugli to e horsent at these î'eunieuis.
The littlo genius was, therefore, born and bred in the very
atmospbere cf music, and ail the encour'agemnent was given
bim in bis eai'ly aspirations3 ihich the most ardent devoee
couid desire. But this was net foi' long. Ho was loft an.
orphan at ton years et'age; and wbile'an eider bm'othsî' as-.
sumed the cotre of the littie fellew, and -the guidanceocf bis
musical studios, ho would net allow hini te attempt sucb
works as his seul longed for. An~d wvhon the chiid surrop-ý
tiously boî'rowed the difficuit scores cf corne celebî'ated
comnposers8 cf the day, and copied the music by moîiight
white ait iii tho bousc- were asleep, and thon began eau-
tiously te practise it on the harýp8ichord, i t was the cause
cf a sevore punishmont, 'vbsîa, as was scon. the case, ho
wvas found eut. But this littie incident shows the stî'ong,
natut-al love for music which the boy inheî'ited, and the
invincible will and daring which led te hie great achieve-
monts later in life. Ia a few xionths, afte' bowèveî', hie
brother died, and Sobastihn î'egained possession cf bis
treasures. But ho wvas ncw alone in the world, and depea-
dent tîpen himscit' at the eurly age. cf twelve ci' thiî'teea
yoars. Ho had a swovct soprano voe, and this, wvith bis
fine knowlIedge cf' music, gainccl him a p lace as a choî'ister
in thc -CMiehaelis *' school in Lunebu ', by which hoe main-
tained himself, and pî'osecuted. xith ai-dot-, bis musical
Êttidiêý- *-At'tbe !ge eo' eighteou, bis fine voie failed hlm,
but threugh the influence cf relations, ho secui'ed an ap.
peintmnent as second violinist iii the court band at Weimar.
iei fitvoîite instrument, howcveî', was the orî'gan, and wliea

ho gainod a position as oi'ganist, whieh hoe did a yeaî' later
at Armstadt, bis bappiness %vas for a timc complote. A
valuabie musical libî'ary-vas open to h-m bore, by whieh
ho pi'csecuted bis studios fuî'ther, and a wearisome foot
jcuî'noy of two hundî'ed and fifty miles te a distant city,
enablod hlm to heur some of tho meet famous organiste of
the day, thongli hie means did net allow of hie studying
with them. Frem this time hie fortunes began te mend,
and indefàtigabie study and enci'gy brougrht theiî' i'eward.
Whon twenty-two years oid, ho mar'îied a cousin, and i-e-
mcovod again te XViînai, where ho becarlio organiet and
conductor et'the Court ehurch. Composition cf music for
the ehurcb eccupied mach of bis time, and bis woî'ks were
received with, gî'eat doiight. Ho was soon considered te bo
the firet inusician in Germany, for Handel, who alone could.
rivai hlm, bad gotio te live in Engiand. Hie fame was
cenîpiotoly etablished by a musical centeet withi a vol-y
celebrated French pianiet and oî'ganist, Jean Louis Mai-
chaud, lu wvbich Baiuh waso eomphîttically the winner that
Mar'chand fairly i'an awvay from a second teai-nament wlîich
the king had aponted, and loft tho young genius eîîtire
mastcî- f'the ibId. The ccmpay beingal gathtei-d, Bich
gave an entertainmient in which ho suî'passed ail bis fer-mer
offerts, and exeited the wvendcî' cf ail]. Seen afteî'waî'ds ho
accoptod the p ost cf leader et' the orchestr'a at the eouî't cf
the L uke cf Cothon, wheî'e hoe reiiîaiiied tilt the death of bis
witlo, after which, lu 1722, hoe j'emoved te Leipsie, whore ho
%vas appeintod musical d-ecor and choir master cf St.
Thomas echool, a post cf gî'-cat houer and omnoluniont, wbich
was soon foliowed by the titIs cf ", po limeister te the
Duke cf Weitiseat'els," and a littie later by that of "IChief
d'Orchestre to the King cf Peiand and Eloctor cf Saxeny."
About this tume hoe mai'ried his 'second w ife, the daughter cf
oe cf the musicians cf the Duko's court.

Domanâs for private tuition pourod in upon him, and
among the few pupils whom he could take woî'o some who
wvere celebrated in later life. After services on Sunday it
was his hiabi t te caui these pupils together in the orpn loft,
and each wvas expected to play a compositioni of bis own.
Hie beist pupils weî'e his ewn sens, of whem he had elevon.
The first born, Friedemann, thongh bis favorite child,
thcrotughly educated and very talented in ail matteîs,
lacked the chai-acter to make a noble manî, andi brought
mach sorrow upen himsolf and his father. The second son,
Ematiuel, was aise vory successful in musi,. and was ap-
pointed, at an early age, private accempanist te the King
of Prussia, Friederic II. This was in 1740, and the king,
who was exti-avnanitly fond of music, soon became ex-
tremely anxiou.s te see and hoar Sebastian Bach himecîlf.
This desire was especially augmented after hearing a
performance cf thew'ondorful "lPassion Music," and at last
his presence was denianded 8o peremptorily that, although
gI'own old and reluctant te leuve home, ho finally obeyed
the summions. By spécial order of the king, Bach wvas
bî'ought directly to the presence ini bis travelling clothes,
much to the old man's mortification. A concert was evon
thon in progî'ess, or,.rather its opening w'as postpcîied tilt
the great maestro sbould arrive. The kring owned ne les
thtan seven pianos, o.f Silbermann's renowned niako, and
nothing would satisfy hie majesty but an immediate ad-
jeurn ment of the whele company from the concert hall, and
the tour wae made cf the several reora ivherein were the
instruments, on each cf whicb, in turn, Bach had te play
and improvise. The crewning feaat cf ail was wben, oni
return te the concert î'eem, hie asked the king te favor him
with a theme foi' a fuge, wvhich he improvibed on the spot.
The next day the king toolc bis gust iu the 'foyal -coach,
and they drove ln tuî'n te overy church in the city that
Baeh rright try ail the organe.

Net long after bis retui'n home the health cf the great
master began te décline, and fî'em long study and oeri-
work, hie sight rapidly failed h*m, and fié beane -almeet
totally biind. Two severe operations were made tupon bis
eyes by renowned, occulista, but so, entiî'eiy iu vain that the
last gleam cf ight expired. For several years holived on,
but in ever iccreasing pain and weakness, until, on the 28th
cf Jnly, 1750, at the age cf 65 years, ho breatbed bis las t.
A few days before his death ho suddenly awoke from sleep,>
exclaiming, I caa ec!" which wus se truc that hie once
more boheld hie ieving family, and even bore the light cf
the sun witbouit pain. Hie death was quiet, calm and
p ainless. His most distinguished seus weore Emanuel, John
Chrîistoph or and John CJhristian, ail cf whom became colo-

brated musicians and composera. But, beyond hie own
childi'en, the mantie cf genînis did net desceno1, and the*
naine cf Bach was nover airain connectcd with music, ex-
copt as a tluing cf the patit. Qne of hir, eildren, who died
at the agc cf tweive yoars, was an idiot, whose wholeb fac-
ulty was the hereditary g ift. For heurs the poor littie
feiloiw weuld improvise oni the harpsichord fantastie and
original, theugh somewhat confused strains cf music, te
which the father, ia hie years cf bilndness, ivould sit and
listen. Sebastian Bacb's works wvere ehiefly sacred music.
Among those which are knewn are% tbree hundred cantatas,
a great number cf masses, and five workS cf passion miusic,
of whieh latter, bowever, only thrce ar'e extant. Only one
feurth cf hie works woe published during bis life time.
.After bis deatb, bis manut3cripts wcre distributed among
hie sons, and thus scattered widely. The woi'k cf thoir
reoery bas been ardentiy pursued, and many cf them
have cnly been brenghit te light dniring the past ton ysars.
The IlSt. Matthew Passion Music" 'vas buried in oblivion
for one bundred yoars, and was at last reviveil by Mendel-
ssohin. AIl bis music was deeply imbued withi his own
piety, and produccd. as it wuvaa, in the time cf' the great
political and religions revolution wbich. sbookc the worid,
much was lest entîrcly, and it is enly in these later days
that the great master iii truly appreciated.-Msical Herald.


