
point, he beiig the president of that important undertaking.
We may mention that Mr. Atlant bas the advantagcs accruing
fromn wide and frequent travel, and f ront a knowledge of
several foreigîî language,, so tliat his conversation and
opinions are of peculfiar initerest.

WlNNIPEG BOARD 0F TRADE.

On Wednesday afternoon, Feb, 8th, was held the twenty-
sixth annua! meeting of the Winnipeg Board of Trade. The
gatbering was in the board room in the Grain Exchange build-
ing. A review of the work of the Board for the past year was
given, the retiring president's address was delivered, routine
business transacted, new members admitted, and finally the
officers for the ensuing year elected. Some sixty mnembers
were present.

The retiring president, Mr. H. W. Hutchinson, delivered a
lengthy address, and he began by disclaiming aniy intention of
referring at length to matters treated in the report of count-
cil, wvilxih we have summarizcd elsewh-lere lin this issue. He
spoke about the growth of Canadian trade; told of the re-
niarkable progresi, of the Nortbl-West-into which 13,2
settiers hiad corne in the Iast fiscal year, i.e., 5i,coco British, 43,
o00 Amecricans, 3632 f romn 'lcbrManitoba whecat in the
United States, spoke of grain inspection; transportation and
the gro\wth of railway miileage and eqttipmient ti the prairie
country; Winniipeg's advancelitnet ; better equiipmient for tire
protection in the eity; St. Anidrew's Rapids imiproven1ents;
the growth of membership by forty during the past year. It
was an interesting story. The address %vas well rtceived, and

CDIARLEs N. BEL, SECRE-rARY WINNIPEG BOARtD OF TR>L>L-

the chairman thanked for his services to the Board during
the year. The counicil's report was adopted as read. Thc
treasnirer .s report showed a net gain, of $567 for the year, and
a balance in hand Of $2J126.

The election of oflicers was then proceeded with, and re-
sltied as foilows:

President, A. L. Johnson.
Vice-presidenit, G. F. Carruithers-
Treasurer, Anidrewv Straug, re-electecd-
Secretary, Charles N. Bell, re-elected.
Council, H. W. Huitchinson, J. W. Dafoe, W\. Sanford

Ev-ans, F. W. Drewry, J. Hl. Ashidown, William Georgeson, H.
M Bekher, D. W. Bole, M.P.; johin B. Persse, john Love,
D. K. Elliott, F. H. Heubach, E. D). 'Martin, D. E. Spragne,
John Aird, and T. R. Preston.

Fourteen standing committees were choseni.

........ ...........
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gectic member of council, hie was always to the front when
mecasures were to be considered, and gave ungrudging at-
tention to the business of the Board. For years he has been
manager at Winnipeg for the Ames-Holden Company, is of
good business capacity, and bas many friends. To our re-
gret, Mr. Johnson bas no photograph of himself to send, else
it was our intention to have reproduced it for this issue. We
are able, however, to give a portrait of Mr. Charles N. Bell, for
miany years the well-known secretary of the Board and a prom-
mnent personage in the history and development of Manitoba.

leil~
NORTH 0F ENGLAND LETTER.

Reports f rom Canada's Commercial Agents in aIl parts of
the world receive publicity in this country, and some that we
find in the officiaI journal of the Board of T~raite are genuiinely
informative. But of the agents in our midst, one ventures to aay
that we hear too lle, and that it were better for both nations
if we were to, hear and see more. Mr. J. B. Jackson, of ]Leeds,
bas been addressing Chambers of Commerce within his own
sphere of influence, and it is highiy likely that bis activities will
have a good effect, Ini many other ways agents can keep their
office before the public. Whether your neigbbors in the States
select their Consuls because of their oratorical gifts is flot
perfectly certain. Yet it is not to 1* denied that at functions,
public as well as commercial, the speech of the local Americau
Consul is quite a featuire of the evening. Wby sbould not your
agents be eniouraged to take 4 band in the social side of
public life? To an extent they do so alredy, but it is dcmon-
strable tliat the silver tongues of United States Consu;tls 'r
better knuwni thait tbe voices of Canada's agents.

There are reasons for this state of tbings, aipart from. any
questions of indi'vidusjity. Every exporter contes to kiiow the
United States Con1SL as a matter of necessity. Sn miany
questions arise ont of tariff scbedules, and so much super-.
vision is bestowed on1 invoices, that it is impossible tnt to have
more affaira to tran8act at the Consulates titan mnost peop~le care
to trouble witb. As the officers thlemlselves are, witb rare ex-
ceptions, the souil of courtesy and ready to oblige alI-comers,
they have good opportunities of first making, anid then imi-
proving acquaintaniceships of vallue to tbem in dlischlarginig their
owni duties. Noý invidious comparison is intended; it is recog-
nized that the agencies are of muicb more recelt growth titan
the consula1ýtes; biit sortie c-ontrast is inecvitable, and it 13 the
regrettable trulth that youir agents are sorte distance "Out of
the swm"It wouid pay Canada over and over again to have
ail bier agents un miost intimiate touch with aIl phases of Eng-
lish life, Thle mens miay be leit to thein or their officiai
superiors to devise wvitlx a simple intimation that the
rapprochement is emplhatically worth contriving.

Bc it said that official Engiand bias littie to teacb Canada
un the business of appointing and maintainîng Comimercial Agents.
We bave eighit or so iii various parts of the globe a.nd two
out of the number are conspicuiouisy willing and able men.
How the others attend to particuilar eniquiries, made privately,
one does niot know. But such general instruction as they
voucbsafe to the tradinig body is not so important that it could
not handsomnely be spared. Althougbi our consular and comn-
mercial reporting systemn is thoroughly weak and futile, we are
denied te half-prontised M.ý,inistry of Commerce. Or so well
înformed rumnor runs, and perbaps the disappointinent need nçt
bc taken bitterly. In truth, the scbemne outlined was little better
tItan a change of names and ani enhaniced salary iist for the
Board o>f Tradte. Reforn cati be dispensed witb until a clean
sweep and a new organization on souind principles cati be
effected.

The woes of tanners in Canada are shared to the full by
their Englisit compeers. In truth the business is one of ex-
treme difficulty, and onr tainners are not at aIl relieved to kniow
tliat we imiport some 16 million dollars' worth per year of the
hastily mnade leather of the United States. Boots, it would
seent, are to be dearer, aithouigh our boot-makers are certainly
reluctant to pay the prices producers aak for new contracts.
Some tanning firms, rather tItan selI at the rates rnuling, are
dedlining orders which have long beeni theirs, Those who, use'
wet hides off native cattle, or off transatlantic beasts killed
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