14 THE CANATIAN MILITARY

GA7Z

ETTEHE

gade of Infantry in the 1st Army Corps ;
in a year's ti n2 one battahon may have
gone to Indi, a secoad to the Cape, and
s» on. This difiicalty is overcome by
d tailing not the actunl units themselves,
but the umits (uartered at given stations
t> form the various formations wm the
Lirger combinations, brigades, divisions,
aad army corps.

It will be well here to refer very shortly
ty the Gearman system for monlzation,
Germany is divided into 17 Army Corps
districts, each containing rou:hly the
swune number of mmhabitants. Lach dis-
trict provides recrwits for its own Army
Corps ; the number of recruits jom:ng
annually is always about the same on
account of ‘universal service ; there is no
change of stations of the various units ;
no foreign service except in time of war ;
consequently there is no difficulty in de-
tailing the actual umits in time of peace
for larger combinatisns. The General
Officer who commands the Army Chrps
district in {ime of peace commands the
Army Corps inime of war; and in the
same way the Army Corps Stafis, the
Divisional S:afls, the Briy gade Staffs are
the same in war tim2 asin peace time,
the only difference 1s that by calling out
the reserves oa mnbibzation the estal)-
lishments are mcreased from peace to
war strength.  There 1s an absolute sim-
plicity in the system which leads to de-
centralization.  Lach district is complete
in itself, and references to Berim are feuw.

We, in Eagland, cannot copy the
German system eatirely, ad- antageous
though it mizht be, on account of (1 our
voluntary service ; owing 1o that we can
never say how many recruits w.ll pre-
sent theinselves in a awen year, mudh
less how many a given district will pro-
duce ; the numbers depend on the libor
market, with which we have (o compete,
consequently the country cannay he (-
vided into districts, each distiict supply-
ing one of the larzer

(_\)ml);n,x.mn\, Sy
Divisions or

;\n..y Covps. (2) Oar In-
dian and Colonial service, which entails
a conztant change of units and thus pre-
vents the formation in p2ac2 time of the
larger tactical combinations ; the lar Jest
uaits that can be muintain»d perman-
ently are those suttable for th: periodical
reliefs at Colonial stations, n ety regi-
ments of cavalry, battalions of ifanury,
and batteries of artillery ; the Colomal
stations in many cases are nt garrisoned
with larger numbers than these.

The result is that, as I have already
said, on mobilization we have 1o make up
the larger combinations by combining
the troops who happen to be quartered
at given stations. It is the best arrange-
ment possible, but it prevents the com-
mander of a Brigade, Divisim or Army
Corps from having that kiowledue of
the officers and men under him which a
German General would hava.

I have endeavored tosketch very bric iy
the general orzanization «f the Eaglish
Army. [ want now to mike sone re.
marks in detail about the Militia and
Volunteers. My reason is that compari-

sons have frequently been ade between
those forces an:d the Canadian Miliia,
and [ faney that a claser enquiry into
the'y orzamization woull
terest.

The Mihta are in general recraited
from the raval p')pulatmn, anything there-
fore ia the nature of eveniny drills be-
comes an impossibility, as the men are
seattered and cannnt be collected for an
howr's drill. The men are not of the
class who take up military parsuits as a
pastime ; their prime ohject 10 view on
entistment 15 the pav, but it should be
noticed that the pay 15 satiizient to keep
the men i the ranks for the full pariod
of their enlistment, 7., six years. De-
sertion is uncommon.  When a deserter
15 apprehended he s punished by Court
Martial or Civil Power, and re-engage-
ment s frequent. I specially notice this
point, because the period of dnll beiny
so shori it is of paramount impnrtance
to have as many old soldters as possihle
in the ranks. With rezard to their train-
g, the men are not too well educated,
and require systemaltic instruction, which
is obtained as follows :—(«; Prellminary,
for recruits only. not ta exceed 6 months,
generallv 2 montis, as a rule at the head-
(quarters  of the territorial regiment.
'h) Annuily not to exceed 36 days, gen-
erally 28 days.  They receive pay when
up for truning or when embodied at
shightly higher rates than the regulars,
which goes to the men absolutely. The
officers, v addition to ordinary pay dur-
g trammmz at ihe same rates as the
offizers of the regulur forces, receive a
Liheral mess allowance during the same
period. ‘The LEaghsh Milina mny  be
compawred with the Rural Battalions in
Canada.

The Volunteer Corps are generally
recruited from towns, and in then quah-
fications are very sinvlar to the Canadian
city rey inents.  The men are in general
of a supenior class to the Milivamen ;
They join the force either on account of
a desire for military knowledge or from
latviotic feelinzs.,  On account of ther
supertor education their traing in camp
or barracks is not of such absolute 1m-
portance as in the case of the Milisia,
although for any class of solder this
kind of trainmyg 13 a creat advantaze,
The cupeiior education of the men also
necessitates 4 coprespondingly sujerior
mihtiary knowledze of the ofiivers. In
the case o! the Volunteers pay is not a
matter of daily bread. and the fact that
they receve none divecily 13 the cssental
ditierence between them an:l the Mibtia-
men. As Uns s the case, their engage-
ment cannot be under the same rigid
rules as with other troop:. A\ man can
be enrolled by simply taking the oath of
allegiance, and can quit his corps by
giving 13 days’ notice.

The expenses of the corps, rents for
armories, ranges, umforms, accoutre-
ments and equipments of N.C.0.'s and
nmen, band, etc., are met mainly hy capi-
tation grants. A\ capitation grant means
L11ss. $8.50) paud by the government
1o the corps for each “efhcient.” To
become an efticient a man must attend
a given number of dinlls (o in the first
and second year combined, and nine an-
nually afterwards:, attend the annual in-
spection and rise to a given standard in
musketry. Ofticers and serzeants who
have passed examinations m  certain
military subjects receive for the corps

be of sone in-

further grants in addition 1o the efticiency

arant.  The maxmmum total for each
officer is /7 35 No grants are yiven
unless the equipinent of the corps is
found to be in good cona.tion at the an-
nual ispection.  The drills are held asa
rule in the evenings ; the regiment gen-
erally yoes into camp for three or four

ciys at Easter or Whitsuntile. Dis-
cphine : subject to the Army Act when
on aciual military service.

[ want specially to point out that there
1s no pay between the government and
any individual man, but between the
government and the corps, an:d conse-
quently there 1s no need for officers to
make private arrangements with recruits
to refund their pay for regimental pur-
poses.

The arranzements with the Artillery
Volunteers are generally similar to those
ol the Infantry. Uatil 1886 the 48,000
artillery volunteers were eatirely var-
rison eunners. It was then realized
that owing to modern developmeats in
ordnance and gunpowder, the garrvison
gunner, pure and simple, has no longera
raison d'éte in Eagland except in coast
fortresses. Those inland towns, notably
London, which require artillery defence,
need batteries of poisition. 1 do not
propose to enter into the details of this
change; it is an artillery matter, of
special 1nterest to us gunners, but prob-
ably not so interesting to officers n gens
eral. All I need say 1s, that if this or
any other city were likely to be attacked
by an enemy possessing a modern siege
train, vou would endeavor to overcome
him at such a distance from the city
that neither could h's sieze howitzers
bombard your buildings nor could any
varrison guns of yours ranue to him.
Instead of garrmson guns you would re-
quire a moveable armament. The artil-
lery volunteer companies are therefore 10
alarge extent converted into batteries of
position, armed with 4o pr, 20-pr., and
10-pr. guns; a grant is allowed for the
hire of horses. The change, as well as
being beneficial to the cauntry, is appre-
ciated by the men, as, rightly or wrongly,
we all know that when men get into uni-
form people will look at them, and con-
scquently they like to make a show. In
that respect the infantry has the score
over the yarnson gunner. 1 have seen a
battery of position march out of the
Arsenal at Woolwich for a mounted par-
ade on a Saturdav aflternoon with half
the town ¢azing at them, whilst, with the
exception of the bands, the infantry bat-
talions were entirely neglected.

——— et >~ ¢ —— et

The Times has published sene highly
intereating Cliinese State  documents,
which clearly indicate that there were
not wanting offizials in the civil service
of the Middie Kingdom who foresiw
years ago that war with Japan was in-
evitable. Oue Chang Pei-Long, who is
described as a clever, ambitious man,
was appointed a member of the Board
of Comntrol as far back as 1552, and in a
memorial which he addressed to the Iim-
peror he expressed his opinion that peril
threatened from Japan ; and that it was
necessary ‘‘to establish definite.y the
supremacy of China over its neighbor.”
In order to do this he added, *‘the in-
crease of our naval power is of para-
mount impo-tance, and must be serious-
ly attended to.”” The wmemorial was re-
ferred to Li-Iung-Chang, who expressed
his concurrence with it. ' It is necessary
for us,” he wrote, ‘‘to make prepara-
tions for a war with Japan, and conse-
quently we must develop our naval arm-
aments in order to be able to carry out
this object.” However, Chang Pei Jong
came to gricf when the troubles with
France occurred, and Li Hung-Chang,
whatever he may have thought about the
matter, took no adequate steps to pre-
pare for the war he expected.



