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class tlicre %vere thiirty-thire dcatlis, or a mortality Of 32.69 per
cent.; wlîiilc of thc seconld class forty clied, thius giving a rniortality
of 15.8 per Lent. Ali told there wvere scvcnty-thircc dcatlis out of
the 352 cases ~rae- a rnortality Of 20.74 per cent. Aftcr a very
careful and scarchingr exariitiiationi of the w~hole of the literature
on thc subjcct the corrittcc lins coi-ne to the conclusion thiat
«The only positive fact wvllichi lias thius faàr been satisfa-,ctorily

clernonstrateci is Uic possibility of markcdly increcasing the viru-
lecce of strecptococci by ;appropriate r«nctliods."

Turning tc the 1)ers:onaýl individual experienice of the conirnittcc
in Uic treatrnent of this; discase wve rind that Dr. WVilliarns lias
trcated twventy-thirec suicli cases, Dr. J>ryor fourteeni, and Dr. Fry
cighit cases-I)r. Fry being the only one who employed thec serum.
In the past tlîrc ycars Dr. WVilliamns, out of a total of ninety-one,
cases of piuerperal fever, lias only beeni able to cliscover the strep-
tococcus in twventy-tlhrcc cases, of %vhiicli sixteen wcî*e thiose of
pure1 culture. The treatrnent follow~ed in these cascs -aftcir a
digital exarnination, and thec demonstration of the bacteria in thie
uterine lochiia, obtainced tlirotigli Docrlein's tube, %vas a single
douche of sterile sait solution, thîe patient being tlîeï left aloîîe as
rnuchi as possible. If exhaustioii supervenied sFic was kcpt on tlîe
verge of stryclînia poisoning and clrunitke:îness %vitli large doses of
strychnine and alcohiol. Out or these twenty-thiree cases onie
died. Dr. Pryor rcportecl bis experience %vith fourtCcen cases in.
wvhicli the gyerrn %vas dernonstratecd iii pure culture ; one diecl.
Tlîe uterine 1cavity, was tilorouglily cleanseci and sterilizecl. Then
a broad incision %v-t- made into the pouchi of Douglas, any
effusion present Iiberatzd, adliesions separated, and iodoforrn gauze
pa-.ckecl firinly in so as to isolate the uterine 'bodly. The iîiterioz
of the organ was sirnilarly trcated. Dr. Fry believes tlîat the
serurn proved beneficial upon several of lus Cases:- one case
resulted fatally. Surnring up : out of tbe forty-three cases there
were three deatlis, or 7 Per~ cent. Tliese results, wl'hen compared
witlî the orclinary r-nortality, ancl witlî the ioi calses (vide a/icl)
witli a rnortality Of 3î Per cent., aripear in a rnost favorable lighit.
The cornmittee condemns hiyster-e:tot«ny for acute puerperal infec-
tion, also curettage, aiid finds tlîat Marrnoreck's dlaim for the
serum is unsubstantiated. Thcy ýadvise as follovs:

" Ii puerperal infections a portion or the uteriine lochia should
be rernoved by Doderlein's tube for bacteriological exa mination,
and an intrauterine douche of four to five litres of sterile sait
solution given just afterwvard. If t'le infection be due to strep-
tococci, the uterus should not be touched agfain, and the patient be
given very large doses of strychnine and alcohiol if necessary. If the
infection be due to other organisms repeated douchings and even
curettage rnay be advisable. If the infection extends toivards the


