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the Bishop disapproved ot the manner of sppoint- *
menat, yet at the time he was appointed to the

charge. there were 12 candidites But
q-aestion ot great importance to the Society was.
whaether or not its interest would be advanced if
she lay element were now iutraduced, and if
members of the Chinch bring communicants had
4 vote in the appointment ; he thought increased
iaterest would areee 1f the laity were more con-
sulted, and had mare opportunity of expressing
their opinions, and it would be more satisfactory
to the Church at large, He was net desirous of
taking the patronage out ot the hands of the
Divcesan, but he thought it would be mare sa-
tisfactory to deliberate between this and June
upon it, and at that season many would be in-
duced to atiend who at this season cannot come,
and a fuller and fairer expression of opinim
would be then obtained if the Chiet Justice would
eonsent to defer his resolution.

Dr. Mackercax said, many had travelied
fromn s distance t» attend this meeting, and ifit
were incompetent to it to pass a Bye-law, it
would be better to defer the question to another
time. e differed widely trom some of the
speakers on the subjece of excluding the Laity.
Ho thought the time was come when they must
wore or less have a voice inthe selection of
their Clergy ; and while he laments the dsoger
of losiug the endowments, yet if they were ex-
amined ioto it would be found they were clearly
jadequate 1o their present wants, and still more
so to the future.  In Canada the voluntary prin-
siple was beysod doubt in operativn. The
Clergy were thrown to & great exteut on the
afection and liberality of their fuck, and he
vould like some plan which might ¢ssure them
au adequate support; and though opposed to the
demeucratic principle of election, yet he thought
sawe apportunity might be given to the laity to
express an opinion, they might suggest whom
te appoint without interfering with the patron-
sge. 1le saw there was a strong feeling evineed
in the meeting as to the necessity of continuing
the patronage in the Bishop and his successors,
but this wonld not be satisfactory to the laity.
As one of that b.dy be spoke plainly, and he
would say it was difficult to arouse in them feel-
jugs such as vught to prevail, but would effectu-
ally by giving them a voice in the pomination.
In Eagland the principle works favourably, in
niy plices the ¢ongregations aline choose
their pastor, aud the support was derived from
the pew rents and such funds. The Rev.
Hugh MeNeille, of Liverpool, anl other cmie
uent divioes received their stipends from such
soureed, and so it will be in this aud other Cana-
dian Dicccses  Everything is now in favour of
giving the laity a wiice in the nomination, and
it thoy had it they would come forward snd sup-
port  the charch more effcctually. He did
1otend to sugg-st that wheonever a vacancy arose
the District Branch should select s clergyman
and the pewholders another, and submit their
names t» the Bishop, but hesaw it would be
ot no use, us & bye-law can Dot now be passed
if be understood rightly, and under these cir-
cumstanc-s he thought that it was ae well to
?'"jnum the final decision upon the master until

ane.

The Rev. C, C, Brouait thought by the plan
proposed no infringement upon the prervgative
of the Dincesan was intended, but it occurred to
him that whilst desirous by oor acts to preserve
that prerogative, we might endanger it by tempt-
ing parties to get up independent chapels, and if
we altogether repudiated the lay element parties
@ight be found who from uanworthy mutives
would do so.

Tux Lorp Bisaor said, as the non-attend-
ance at this mecting of many had been observed
upen, he wished to call the attention of the
mectiog to the fact that to every Clergyman in
the Diocese had beea sent copies of the Act they
were now discussing, not only for their own
uee, but also sufficieat for their people, and if
they did aot now attend, that was no reason why
they should keep the Diocese longer agitated
wpon the subject. -

The Rev. Dr. Bravan rose to a point of
order. ‘There were two resolutions uader con-
sideration. He would suggest that the first
chOul"j, be put, and then they could discuss the
seend.

Guouok Ducgan, Jr., Esq., thought there was
much feeling amongst the Laity, and a desire to
have lay iufluence introduced. It would have
the effect of uniting the Clergyman aal his
flock. He had conversed with many on the
suhj-ct, and thought it would not be an uadesi-
rable mode to name¢ a Committee, who would
frame bye-laws accordingly, aud report them at
the next monthly meeting, in order tn their
being sdopted at tae following monthly weeting
orin June, People were to blame for not availing
themselves of the present opportanity for discus-
sing it. It was said that the Laity were not
safficicutly aware of it, and were this 8o, it
woul be well to aff wd themn more opportaoity
There was at this meeting no opinion of the
Faity. [t was said they were unanimous in theie
approval of the course prapased.  T'his was not
80. There were masy who he knew would no¢
desire o teansfer the patronage beyond the
present Diocesin, io whom they would place it
wat for the reason ia the preamble alone but
breause d og 50 was also best caloulated to pro-
m e the interests of the Church,

Hou. J. HiLyarp Cauenon said that the
oYservations of Mr, Duggan arnse from sugges -
1i ;o8 made by binself; and as this meeting was
»% conipetent to go farther than a resolarion, it
was a3 well penple slionld know the deep respon-
sibility thrown opoa them in framing sny bye-
_w which woald give the Laity inflseoee in the

slestion, aad 28 8 bye-low ¢annet be passed now,

| meeting.

. He considered the Act furtunate.

he thought it wosld be no harm to aame a com-
mittee to prepare oue, aad report st the oext
lo the mesutime means might be
taken to make these pruceedings knuwn through
the length and breadth of the land. He did vot
think the principle of Lay nomioation was
against the principles of the Church. At home,
both in Eaglind aod Ireland, Collegiate and
corpurate bedics exercised that power. With
them they did soas a governing hody; and theugh
with us the power would be in the body the prin-
ciple wae the same. Il his opinion as to the
exercise of this power were to he expressed, he
would vest the power in His Lordship so long as
his life wae sparcd, and he prayed God its span
might be extended to the lonyest limit assigned:
to man. {ilear, hear.) The reason he urged
this stronglv was, that he felt tHis Lordsbip
enjoyed the favour of bis people, and he us
strongly felt that the patropage during llis Lord-
ship’s Lite should ot be vut of his haads: but he
was not prepared to say he would submit to
have it in the Dincesan at all times. oot was he
prepared to say he would not; but be wust
resceve hisdecision to afuture period.  If the
Laity bhad not mere largely availed themselves of
this opportunity for discussion on the snhject,
they hud on.y themselves to blame. Yet he
as one was not prepared to say what his olti-
mnate decision woold be, or what it would not,
He was bim-
self an hamble intrument io promoting the pas-
sing of it, based on a little Bill which bad bevn
intenduced, and which would have swept away
the Rectories as they became vacant (hear, hear.)
When the cuggestion to vefer it to a Committee
was adopted, an amendment was introduced to
take that vital action upon the Rectory question
in the Court of Equity, in furtherance ot which
‘they might unt be aware s Bill had beeo filed to
abelish them all. At that critical moment theve
was no time for deliberation, and when he con-
sidered the sctual constitution of the House,
deficient ss it was of influential miembers of the
chareh of England sble todojustice to the church,
he sccured the patronage being vested 1o the
Church Sucicty as the best governing bedy that
offered, haviog the Bishop to consult with.  In
fact, he felt that when the time came fur its
remaval from the hands of Goverument, where
it was placed with men nomiustly Churcamen,
who left it with his Lordship, yet the time
might come when the Government would not
take the recommendation of the Bishop.  (Hear,
hear.) He folr, he repested, that in doing as
he did he was rakiog from thems the means of
duing the Church sn wmjury; and, therefore, he
was desirous of taking it oot of their power,
and placing it in other and more friendly hands.
‘T'hat being the case, every means and oppurtu-
nity should be given to the who!e Church, Lay
as well as Clerical, to pronounce an upinion upon
the question of ite ultimate dispusal.  There
should be no error, no mistake, in what we do,
and he would suggest the appointinent of a
Committee to prepare s bye-law, and submit it to
the considerati-n of the next general mecting,
and to be pudlithed oue, two, or three months
beforehand, so that all might kn:w what was
heing duve, and al! express at opinion upon the
question.

Tux Lorp Bissor rese to say be considered
the course pursued by Mr. Camerou a very
right one. '

The Han Jupox Dnarea ssid he had prepar-
ed a resolution wtich be thought would meet
the views of all; and the several proposera and
seconders had scome conversation as (o alterations
and amalgamations so as to embody them.

The Hon. the Crixy JusTice said he eon-
sidered that ample notice had been given of this
mecting. He had seen it in remote parts of the
Provinee, and he thought the sense of the meet.
ing seemed to be to vest the patronage, not only
in the present but fature incambeants of the Sce.
He saw po necessity for a delay antil June.
This act cannot be said to bave become law antil
the Proclamation of last September, which gave
it effect, 80 that no ime had been lost in con-
veping this meeting. If the decision of the
Snciety on the question now before them, were
postponed until June, and that in the interim o
vacancy arose, there could be 0o legal institution
of s pastor by aoy batthe Charch Saciety or
some one intrasted by it, with the patronage.
Legal questions slso might arise, questions of
title and right of ejectment, for instance. If a
vacancy were oow filled by his Lordship, the
question might arise, how was the incumbent
sppointed, whether by the Charch Society or
its nominee ? The answer must be—No.  For
any inconvenience and delay, they would there-
fore be responsible as well as for any division
which might be ereated. As to the interference
of the laity, 1t was said they were not represent.
¢d here. Wers that o> whose fauls was it ? but
he saw many bere, and there was nothing to pre-
vent their intending as well as the Clergy,
maay of whom had come from a distanee.
Some talk of ot inerferiag with the rights of
the Bishop, but they were not free from being
charged with inconsistency. (flear.) They
would nominate three or fuur and let the Bisbop
chose therefrom. Now he would like to know
was aot thie an interference, s et if it would Liave
the effect of creating among them a warmer in-
terest, that might be a necemary reason for
sdopting it, but, for his part, be thowght the
grest balk of the penple by whom the appuint-
meont might be thus made, would much mnre
steadily support the pastor samed and appointed
hy the ~Bishor. than one named by a ma-
jority of the laity agafast their individual wish,
(Henr, hesr.) 200 ome sirong eXam-
ples of the inbolliciensy of the voleatary system
w Caseds. Look o he Roman Catholies, o0

Canabian: Shwrelnnain

the Methedists.—Do they consult the lity ia
nemivstiog a pastor 7 No.  f any one deonmi-
vatien i i auada, more than another, exercises
that power it is the Church of Scutland. It was
an undesirable state of things. and as to the suffi-
ciency of the voluotary system. we had only to
tarn to the neighbouring States, where he bad seen
it stated 0o good authority thst, in the State of
Pensylvania the laity of the Presbyterian body,
who were cunsulted in the appoistment, did nut
contribute au average of more than $150 to the
support of their clergy. (Hear, hear.)

Dr. Mackercan eaid that io latter years the
income of the Church Society diminished, in-
stead of increasing with the wealth and popula-
tion of the province, and coutended that if the
laity had eonfidence in the Church Saciety, a
larger income would fall into it. Now one
wesns of effecting this wae to continue the patyo-
nagy in the laity as they must have a voice. He
was po (riend to the voluatary system, but he
would 0t say we mey yet crme to it, snd he
thought if an arrangement were entered into, to
give them a voice in the nomination they would
take a greater interest in the Society, see more
of its practical benefiis than now, and attend
more regulurly the ministrations of the Charch.
With these views he weuld suggest that the
District Branches of the Church Sucicty should
have the nemination of candidates to the Bishap.
‘This would give the laity 2 vuice in the somi-
nation, aod check the election of clergy contrary
to the spirit of the church. Thus would all be
brought in harmony, and it must tend to extend
the chureh more widely. But as this meeting
was not competent to adopt any bye-law upon
the suhject. there was uo use in pressing it now.

The Rev. J. G. Geppes said. it had been lately
observed to bim that the Church S.ciety was
lusing the canfidence of the people, but he at
once denied that such was the case, and to sus-
taia this denia! he opened the reports and shewed
there from that although at the ¢luge of the years
report the Sucicty wus laboeurivg under the
shock given to it by the painful irregularities of
a copfidential servaat, still the report shewed,
in many instances, a lurger amount of sudscrip
tions; a brother clergywan had wmade the same
remarks. ‘This stutement had been made bere,
and be thought this ought to be eorrected; and
when it is szid the time named by the natice was
not sufficient, ne certainly diffeved in opinion for
he did thiok awmple time had heen given to all.

. The subject had been much discusred, there had

been writer npon writer upan the sutject in the
columas of the press.  He came there prepared
to sct in the watter, but he was aat previously
aware that this was no time to poss o bdye-law,—
His belief, however, was thut even if it were
known we were competent to do so, no larger
meeting of the clergy and laity than the preseat
was likely to be gut together. [t was contended
that it would increase interest in the Socicty if it
bad this patronage, but he would like to see the
subscriptions of the laity flow from some purer
and holier motive—(hear) —frow a desire to pro-
pagate veligion ; to send missionaries to relieve
the spiritual deatitution of the distaot settlers.
and unot from a desire to grasp the patronage of
the Church or exercise its power— (bear, bear.)

The Rev. Mr. Cuonvyy said he dissented from
the resolution as framed parily for the rersons
ulready explained and partly beczuse it was
camwprtent to them to pass any bye-law they saw
fit *fiom time to time.” 1f we finally disposed
of it now we would be anticipating the wishes of
the Soziety vt a future day when there might be

n:d grounds for chuogiog our opinivn, The

Rev. Mr, Geddes had said that the Socicty was
not in any languishing state. Now if the popu.
lation increased in any great ratio so onght the
congregation and the funds; but he believed the
fands were at a stund, and this wus not & satisfac-
tory state of things. It was said this wae essen-
tially different from the ezercise of lay patron-
age at home, The Colleges in Ircland bad en-
dowments bestowed upon them, the Usiversity
had its endowments and great patronsge.
In this instence the Government had banded
those endowmeunts to us, and that beiog the case
he did'not thiok it inconsistent to exercise the
patronage with which the Government had thus
eodowed us. Hedid not sce in what lay patron-
age differed from these cases hic had cited, and
saw no argument againat the Church Society rve-
taining iu its hands the patronage confided to it,
It was time now to introduce the lay element
into the Church. They must io secular matters
wock together; and over spiritusl matiers might
their Bishop loog preside. (Hear, hear.) En-
dowmcats were the secular matters.  These Go-
vernment had provided for the Church snd with
them he would maintain the laity bad a right to
foterfere, and the time was coming when they
would. We should not therefore pass what
would be a vain resolution. The Roman Catho-
lie Chureh did not allow lay interference in no-
minations, but if they had reason to be disestis-
fied they evuld constraia their Bishop to rrmove
the :ninister aud he did so. ‘Thus we behold the
lay element recognized in that irou bound
church, but he would ruther see it recognised io
the sppointment than ia the removal of a minis-
ter. (hear.) How 40 the Methndists aet?  The
Cooference appoints and that Cunference was
largely composed of their laity. He' was sot
prepared to say how it would work with us.
The snoner we introduce it into nur secular af-
fairs io aid of the Lord’s work the better wouid
we be able 1o devote ourscives to spiritual aflaivs.

The Rev. Dr. Loxny made some observatinns
whieh we did not catch, his back being tarsed to
a9,

The Rev. Dr. Larr said the only quastion
20w was whether the sppoiniments should be
hereafies in the Chaseh Socisty o0 i the Bichep.
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In all mectings such an this sempimity was de-
‘sirable. To a certain extent it now existed,
vamely, 80 far that all agreed io confiding to bis
Lordship the exercise of the patronage dar
bis time, and with one voice rose to show their
respect to him. Bat its after disposcl was the
knotty poiot. As to this he would appesl to the
meeling, sod ask them would it not L better to
let the further discussion of the matter drop now,
aod he siocerely hoped that fiur many a yesr it
might not be necessary to revive the question.
Let us when we go from this meeting be able to
say that there were no disscaticat voices raised,
and that we were uvosnimous in our decision. 3¢
this course were appruved of. let this disputed
poiat drop with the consent of the proposer and
seeonder, snd a dye-law embodying the spirit
of the resolutions be prepared giving the patron.
age to the Bishop for life which could be eubd-
mitted at the next monthly meeting, and in des
time formslly adopted. (Hear, bear.)

The Rev T. B. FuLLzn said it would afford
bim much pleasure to vute for the Arst reeole-
tiom, but he confeased he should like to see the
question foally dispesed of, a8 he thooght any
postponement on that puint might heresfier be
decmed invidious to e Lordship’s suecessor.
1a his opinion the present was the time to settle
it.  According to the constitation of the Society
no By-law could bave cffvct, without the cqu-
sent of the Bishep, sod he did not thiak bis
Lordship’s successor would be likely to comeent
to a By-law whicb would take it from him.
(Hear, hear.) He could oot vote for Mr. DeBls-
quicre’s reselution, for he thought the time was
come when we must eall in the sssistancs of \he
laity. We do out hold the position thet we
ought. When parishes became vacapt there
were Do clergy to Bll them. Look. (o eunr
Divinity Students, sve they in number as
ought P—No ; and why is this, but becanse (he
leading families in the country do nat e \
their sous to study for the Clerical Professien.
This was not & proper state of thinge, and te
remedy it we must call in the assistanee of the
laity, Letus lnok to the condition of the Chureb
in the United Yiates, undvr God, ils exnistence
and present prosperity is 1o he attsibuted to the
laity, and there 00 well had it beens workiag that
ope balf its present membere had been bern in
other Protestant denominaticns.  Their. laity
bave a legitimate voice 10 the Church, and whes
we see it there, growing from a small begloning
we have oo rtessou te be: disgoutegéd. ‘As
evidence of the fecling of the laity in the ad-
Jacent Sintes, he instauced a Church in Beffelo,
the incumbency of which was lately vacast, and -
a debt lay upon it amouating to $3,000, A
member of the congregation said to another that
it would be desirable thst the new Incambent
shonld not eoter with such a debt o %, asd
he proposed to pu'{ one half if bis friend wounld
pay the other. Tho propossl wassceeded: to
sod the debt psid. There was evidence.of. the
heneficial working of the lay element in the
adjacent State, aod he could not help thisking .
that if the laity were pot allowed to wee their
legitimate influence here the conseqaenees inight
be disastrous.

Hon. Mr. Dr. Braquisax esid that mothing
had been he hoped dropped by him calenlsted o
ceeate disunion, , Theve was a great' prinel
involved in the resnlation, and any devlation
from that he thosght was tn be avoided,  He
would now observe nm: one point: It wes said
that the lay element would, by havisg s welce
in the nominstion be stimulatrd to exevtion ;
there was Do 006 more snxious than himeesifthat
the lay clement should be legitimately drawn
forward, lts proper place was in the govern-
ment of temporal affairs, and that would be Seet
attained by keeping from them the power te
appoint in spiritual affeire. He would, however,
for unanimity withdraw bis resolution, but bis
opinivn was not the less confirmed of fts pro-
priety. ‘ ' o :

The Rav. C. C. Brouaw sald that if the reso-
lntion could gn forth with the explanation given
it would be satisfuctory, Hut otherwise it might
be supposed we would repudiatothe lay elemment.
1f any real gnnd could be effected by pasmsiog is
thue, he would say go op.

J. H. Hacarty, Eeq. said, be would record
his emphatic protest sgsinst this principle.—
What bae the lay element to dn with the ap-
pointment? Why introduce ad captandus er-
gument—if witbdrawn it would be against bis
emphatic protest agsinet the patronage beidg is
any hands but the Bishops § bat for unanimity
he woula withdraw it, at the same time be as-
serted that the parisbinners should in mo way
interfere io the sominslion. :

The Rev. Mr. Crowyw said that if the patron-
age was gives (o this Souciety, Laymen wounld
bave a voice, being incorporaied membere to
whom the Goveroment had given the pajrensge,
‘and it was these, not the Parishioners,. would
bave a voice. The Bishup. the Clergy, and the
Lay element elected in, ovostitated the Corpora-
ti“no

The Rev. Apan Towxrey said he came here
‘at_grest inconvenience in order to support a
principle, and if they were to adjourn thelr doci-
sion to to-morrow, be it en, and 00 farther..

The Rev. Mr. Cmonyy suggested 1hat the

¢ of the original resolution should with.
draw it, and if the seconder were rquaity willi
tn do so, and tuke up the resointion oo 'ft'&.s
te be altered, snanimity might be oblained. He
was pot prepared (o su it oe it now steod;
but must vole aguings it: fo faot, theve was »
many propositieons before thom, that a0 ase eonld
well tell what they were ealled on 2 soneiders.

(‘l',ho reseldtivns were published i our




