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NE WS OF THE WEEK.
We have plenty of rumors froi the seat of ivar,

but liitle reliable intellgence. What is certain, is,
that, from the 25th October to the 5th uit., the Rus-
sians made repeatèd and desperate efforts to raise the
siege, bath by sallies from the garrison, and by at-
tacks froin their numerous forces in the field. These
assaulis have been as constantly repulsed witli mucli
loss ta tlie Russians, but, it must be added, wih heavy
losses as ivell to the Allies; vio, it must be remem-
bered, have not the saine facilities for repairing their
losses, as iave the énemy. The siege progresses, but
very slowvly. 'Tlie besiegers have pushed their works
close up to the enemies' fines, and a general assault,
for vhicb the Russians are, it is said, well prepared,
was momentarily expected to be made. The garri-
son were beginning td slacken in their lire ; their am-
munition, it is said, iras ge tting loir, vater was scarce,
and the vast numbers of their inburied dead wiee ge-
nerating sickness. Much of the town hbad been de-
stroyed by fire, and four of their ships, including the
"Twelve Apostles," lad been sunk by the Allies'
batteries. Reinforcenents are on the way ta join
the Allies, and Prince Mensciilcf; ard the vie-
tory will, in allhuman probability, remain with the
party vIiEcl first receives tlem. Intense anxiety pre-
-vails at home; the public, if it does not despond, be-
gins ta doubt ; and under the influence of the con-
* lictinîg rumors; the public funds have declined ta
941. The attitude of the German Powers is stillJ
'undecided. Austria seems te be waiting for the re-
suit of the siege of Sebastopol ere openly committing
herseli, and Prussia is at heart Russian.

JAMES MOIR FERRES AND THE QUE.
BEC GAZE TTE.

Our Quebec cotemporary makes a very feeble at-
tempt to whitewrash the character of the notorious J..
M. Ferres, wha,it may be remembered, vas indicted
by the Grand Jury of the Court of Quarter Sessions
of Montreal, in the monti of October last year, for
ila bc, being a persen of wicked1nd depraved dis-
position," did advertise and expose to sale one of the
nobt beastly and immoral vorks ever publishîed in anyt
language. The Quebec Gazette puts forward a laine
defence for Mr. Ferres, upon the plea of is igno-
rance of the nature of the advertisement, and of the
book te which it relerred ; as if ignorance could
either legally or morally exonerate flic publisher of a
public· journal, from bis responsibility for every
word (bat appears therein ; as if it ivas not the duty
of an editor to make liimseif acquainted w'itli the na-
ture, and moral tendencies of the information which lie
lays before the public! Buit was Mr. Ferres igno-
rant of the immoral character of the book for wlichi
lie iras doing his best te obtain a circulation amongsti
the youths of bath sexes in Canada? As the Que-
bec Gazette seems to be but very imperfectly ac-
quainted ivith the true state of the case, ire shallen-
deavor to answier this question for him. Were the
late lamented Dr. McCuîlloclh yet-alive, ive miglht
perbaps be spared some trouble.0

In the first place then, ire iwould remind the Que-
bec Gazette that it iras not " the committee of Ro-
ian Catholic Irish," bwho "picked out" the adver-
iisemnent in question-but a Protestant journal, and
certainly the leadinig journal in Lower Canada-the
'Montreal Rerald. It was the Herald iliat first
called ilthe attenhion of the public to the obscenities
cf Mr. Ferres' organ-the Montreal Gazette; and
under tiihese circunstances.

TLe Gazette hiad, it seens, by way of making a
publie profession of its high morality, taken the
.lerald te task for grg admission te the advertise-
rments of a I" Circus Company" exlhibiting in Mont-
real. Disgusted wvithi this puritanical bypocrisy-at

*this straining aut ai the gaat, whilst sw!allowving a ca-
meaI-tie JBerald retorte'd, b>' ca[ling attention to [lie
fact, that flic high-minded, conscientious Gazette, i
whoi woutld not insert a " Cireais" advertisement-no
net for the world-" no"-as Miss Miggs woauld say'
-- "rat for an' annual gold mine, and founîd En tea and
sugear"-wia, and for saine' timne hîad been, in (lie
practice of insertinga, long advertisemient, introduciîîg i

ta thîe'nofice ai our young men and youîng woamen, a
boàk' se fdtLîy, se utterly' aboîflinable, that ire cannotI
een pretendi ta gire aur. readers any specimens ai its
contents ; thioughi (liecurieus in suchi matters nia>'

* ind themn ne doubt amongst thie records of the Court, t

wlhere te indictmnent against J. M. Ferres is pre-
serrcd. We mnay add toa, that Et wansthc Mlontreal i
.Ierald, and not thie " Roman Cafhliee Irishi," whio i
suggested fihat the mercenary advertiser shoauld be o
nmade 'a public example of, and thiat obsenty' and o
beotiality shoauld be rebuked ia bis person.
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Ferres.'ln the first place,.we îe iahe aùtyi fà
the Montreal Herald forit, that its ;attention lad
beau' called to tlie publication of tiie adiertisement
En question '

A LDEING PiuYSicJaN iN Tiit ITcY, irHO STAT-
D THAT ME HAD REi1ONSTRATED WiH 'TE'"UBLisH

ERS OF THE Go'zelte, but vithout eflect, on the sub-
ject of their thus seekingftò make-as they call it-' a
trille of money'-.-by aidmbg the circulation of 'this in.
famdus corrupior of the youh of bathses."-Mont-
real Herald, sept. 8th, 1853;

Besides the testimoy of I" a leading physician" of
blontreal, we have othier reasons for.rejectm the
plea of ignorance put forward by the Quebec Ga-
celte in belualf of Mr. J. M. Ferres. First, the
book whrlîiel le advertised iras sa notoriously af an
abominable character that-according to ftlie Mont-
real Ii-erald-" mau'n>' copies of Et ivere seized-at lie
Pos Office"as~comngun rIeiesignation ai im-
moral and lascivious publications." Secondly-even
afterF licr I-Ierald e ai eirectedti fi attention i J.
M1. Ferres of the Gazette taolte abore-meufiened
facts-lie same abominable advertisements mide
their appearance as usual, as if the mercenarypub-
lislier irere deternuined at ail hazards to earn aais
TRilLE Oer MONEV,"iauJ te lt oedl his-iie ta
ie Freges of alis obscenit>'. Tleo plea of " igno-
rance," as put forîard by the Quebcc Gazette, is evi-
dently faise, and in the cyes of ail honest men uust
appear but as an aggravation of the original offence.

Considering, iowverer, the nature of the advertise-
ments that have occasionally appeared in the Quebec
Gazette ire do net wonder at liEs sympathy with J.
M\1. Ferres ; and as our cotemporary evidently irrites
viil the viewî of prejudicing the publie against the

Quebec Colonist, wio las been indicted for libelling!
save the mark-libelling J. M. Ferres, ire do not
feel surprised that lue should grossly misrepresent the
circumstances of the case. But we should indeed
be both suirprised and grieved if a jury could be found
vile enouîgh te return a verdict of guilty against tlie
Colonist, on account of its fearless and indignant
denuînciations of imiîmorality and obscenity.. \e
are well awîare that im Canada the moral standard is
not very ligh-tliat swindling, lying and ceating,
fraudulent bankruptcies and perjury, are looked upon
as very trifling peccadilloes, by le means barring a
man's iway Ento society, provided only that lis pockets
be well lined writh the needful, and that le be a de-
veut frequenter of tlie conventicle and the "AnE-
versary Meetings." 'Ne are wvel aware that in a
country ihich sendssuclh men ns J. M. Ferres te Par-
liament as one of its representatives, iwe need net look.
for a very refined code of merais, or a very acute sensa
i .honor, amongst the represented. But in spite of

this, ire cannot brimg ourselves te believe that, even
Sheriff Sewell,twill be able ta get together n tlie jury
box, a dozen men wh ivil] fmdanother guilty of libel,
for denouncing, as " obscene," the publisler of im-
moral and beastly advertisements.

We know nt how it may be En Canada, but,-
thank God-- England, publie opinionispupon tlis

question of immoral advertisements, assumiug aheal tiy
and vigorous tone. .. As ire showed by an extract
froin an English paper,wirhich we iserted a few weeks
ago-a Society bas been formed in London and Man-
chester, called Il" The Union for Discouragemîent of
Vicious Advertisements"-and for le prosecution of
those newvspaper editors who, like tlhe Gazette, for
the sake Of the " Trfle of MoIeney" give insertion
te them, aund hom our English- cotemporary thus
elegantly describes, En language fully as severe as tat
employed by the Quebec Colonist wlien speaking of
J. M. Ferres.

"No work"-saysour English cotemporary-c is too
Jirty or disreputable for sore people te de; audtheir
hile is ciung ta so feu acieusi>', liat a contimîucetiexist-
ence in a foeid atmosphere of moral corruption is
preferred by some degraded specimens of humanity
te decent death and burial."N-ouinglam Jouinai.

'We are happy too te see that the London Tines
is taking up the cudgels on the saine side. A irriter
therein boasts that "ta its im ortal hionor a certain
class of filthy advertisemuents are carefully excluded
from flie Tines," thougLh in other papers tliey still
oeccupy a conspicuous place. The iriter adds-

« That le is unable .te imagine on wrhiat principle
tiiese filthy advertisements are thrust forward soe
prominently by the Rerald and Standard. Motives of
pecuniary advantages are out of the question.in such
pious organs of pure Protestantism. Kindly feeling
fur the unfortunate, who are tue happy te listen to a
I Silent Friend," may possibly be a lleged, but " Io
Jo crU finaitgod ma ay came"is a Jesuin maxiun un-

Froti tliese extractsEtrituil appear that J. M.
FeHres, i Mulî 'meet iif but utile sympafhyin Eau>'
part ef Her M estps dominions except Canada;
andl fllce cul>'1Yire suppose "a a pieus organ of pure
Protestantismî '

The Secretary of thle " Canadian Prolhibitory
Liquior-Laîw League" lias been kind enough [o send
us turee Essays-"0each En is ownuway urging tie
necessity' af a Pralhibitory Liquar Lawt for Canada"'
-togethar ithl a circular,in wrhich ire are requested
ta briîîg [lie said Essays " before lthe public b>' a short
notice -ii auny wa>' aur judgmnent directs, iutimating,
ai the saine fiie, that fhe>' can be liad fraom the Se-
cretar>' ai [lic League for distribution et lire dollars
a thouîsand." Wec ciheerfully camp>'ly ith request. I

Net but thuat it is painîfui ta us to bave ta differ
writh gcntlemen whoese mùotiî'es ire respect, and.îwhose
objects are umost praisewo'rhy-viz-.lhe- inculcation i
of thîe <lut>' ai temuperance, an.d flue discouraement i
ai drunkenness. Yetf ire trust thuat it iwili be per-
mnitted te us, ta differ irom, aud ta give our ailinions i
upon,'the Essays before us--withoeutgiv'ing personal j
ufence--or being' guilty' af a 'breach ai 0Christian
caraity. .

These Essays are thiree in number ai of hich flie i

fit.vii obf bninedthî prize ol £24 'froni "1'fh
Gand Dmson dfi the Sons of Téneretance-rs
from the.pen of.a Mr.Wilham Smiti "Azkor öf
Alazon, and Sthrer .Paes." To.it ire 'shiall, confine
thati notice for whicli ire have been frankly asked,
and whichwe will as frankly give.,
- Frankly'then, we tiinl tliat the author cf the Prize
Essay mig1it--without any loss te fhe world and ivith-
out iînjury lthis reputation-hiare coùsigned' lis
Essay to thé saine fate as that wiihi literto seems
te have befallen "cAlazon and ot/jer Pems:", ie
think also tiat the " Grand Division" .&c. &., miglt
have devoted their £25 ta a more proitable purpose
than the encouragement of tracts disseminating un-
'souînd principles of moral and political economy.-
But this is a matter of taste.

The author of "ilAlazon and ohller Poens" lays
down certain general principles,.from iwhichli e con-
cludes ft ie righit and duty'of the State ta prohibit
the sale of alcololic liquors. By the sotindnîess of
these principles must the soundnessof the conclusions
be tested ; if the former be fialse, su aise must be the
latter, in so far as they are logically deducible there-
from.

The Essayist, starts wiiit the axioi that I drunken-
ness is a sin." I-e says:-j

" There are two classes of sins whicii are obnoxious
to the law of man ; those which tend to the open
and flagrant dishonor of God ; and ihose which tend
ta injure the State in the persons of ier subjecis-
in their pence, property, healili, lives, or morals.•, .
The tIr classes of crimes above mentiuned the law is
bound to pnîish and prvent.".

Therefore, drunkenness being a sin, and as such
tending--to the open and flagrant dishonor of God-
and ta injure the State in the persens of lier subjects,
the Siate is bound to punisi and prevent thecrime
of drunlenness.

This ire imuch doubt. The State, or Law, is
bound te punish, and tis, in so far as it is able, ta
prevent, certain acts, (lie result of drunkenness: but
we do not recognise En tie State, or secular arm,
any more inherent right te punish the crime of drunk-
enness per se, than it alis to punislh or prevent the
crime of gluttony. Neither does the State pretend
te hlave any such righît.

Let us suppose a case-unfortunately by noa means
an uncommion one-of a man of easy or independent
fortune, but a slave te the vice of drunkenness; an
elderly bachelor vo wrill presume him to be, living in
his own house, or hired lodgiings. Noiw this mnii-
ire iwill suppose-goes te bed drunk ievery night ofr
his life ; but lie makes no noise, and inîlicts no nuisance
upen his neighîbors, althougl lhis drunken habils are
notorious, and have been repeat edly sworn le in the
Police Court by hundreds. Nov wsould the State
have, En such a case, any righît ta inartere witli this
man, or te aflict any punishîment upon him, thouiaghi a
habituai and notorious drunkard-and thouglh iitness-
es were to testify En Court ta his immoral habits ? We
think the answer would be-"No-so long as he malkes
a beast of hiinself in his own house, but goes ta bed
quietly, and creates no disturbance, th State lias no
right te interfere ; the la is not boutnd te punisi
him, or prevent his getting drunk." If tiEs answer
-wrhieli the common enseof mankind ivould dictate
-be correct, it is clear that it is the rioting, the dis-
turbance, the accidents resulting from drunkenness,
and not the crime o drunkenness itself, which the laiw
is bound te punisli.

We iwill suppose another case-also a very common
one-tbat'of a young man of steady orderly babits,
but suddenly overcome by temptation, or by the evil
example of bail companions. This young man, stag-
gers a little in bis walk-talks loud on bis wray home-
is arrested by the Police--put in the station louse-
and, the nest morning, is brought up before the magis-
trate ; who, perhaps, as it is a first offence, infEcts a I
slighît flue, and a seriaus remonstrance upon the offend-
er. Now, as far as crimiality is concerned, Ilhere
can be no comparison betwixt the crimuinality of this
young man's first and solitary act or drunkenness,
and the criminality of the regular drunkard. Yet the i
lair punishes-and net unjustly-the former, though i
it disclaits ail riglht to interfere with the greater i
criminal. From these facts ire conchude that it is
not the crime of drunkenness tiat the lawt Es bound i
te punish, but simply the infraction of certain police i
regulations, the accidental result of drunkenness. If1
this inference be correct, (lie argument of the Essay- i
ist, that the State is bourd te punish the crime of i
drunkenness, as a crime against God and against the
State, falls te the ground,

Let us test the Essayist's principle by another ap- I
plication. He says that "law is bound te punish and
prevent crimes whici tend te the open and flagrant
dishonor of God." But Atheism, Paitheism-false
doctrines, ail false religions, and heresy, tend ta the
open and flagrant dishionor of God. Therefore, the
" laiw is bound ta punish and prevent" Atheisin,
Pantheism, the preaching of faIse doctrines, the pub-
lie exercise-of ail false religions, and hie open pro-
fession cf heresy. Are aur Protestant friands-s
thue "Au/doir cf Alazon"-prepared to admit thtis i
application ef bis principle'! If lie is not, theu must
bie abandon Et, auJ wit ic h canclusions wrhich ha t

theunce deduces.
.Again, thiere arc certain sEns af impunty--which

deececy prevents us frein particularising-erimes~
whbich " tend ta injure the State En Lte persons of I
ber subjects--in thjeir peace, property, lîealth, lires i
and-'morals." Thierefere flic lait Es bound te punish t
ancd prerent thîem--according te the Prohuibitory LE- r
luar Lawr, thîeory' ; thoughi En pràctice flic lawt piro- i
fesses ils incompetence ta deal with themn, even.when a1
brought before Ets tribunals. No doubt, unchastity t
is a sin against God, aud deeply' injurious te society';
yet flic laîr, or Stafe, does not tient Et as a crime-as r
sometinug wshich Et Es bound te punish-orîithi which-' o
it bas an>' righit to interfere. Even in casesaofseduc- b
:ion--vithiout breachi ai promise ai marriage--it is n

. 1

only by" mains oflegaî quibbe, iliat uiunishient Cao
be;inflicted upon the seducer." But te trincitself
te éirne'of' uidliaity>, the law does notatteirPt to

meet. ' It is tue supp'osed pecuniary injury inflicleJ
th t i preeids te redress; regardinthe crime oj
unclnstityo as alt.ogether beyond its jurisdiction.

Therefore, unless ail existing otheories of civil go
verament be fae--and unless in all Protestant coun
tfries the administ ration of jurstice be execrably defe,
tire -the laiw is net generally bound to punishl or pre
vent all crimes; and there are crimes of ihe'deeies
dye, derogatory co God's honor, and deeply injuriois
lo man's eternal and-temporal intérests, of hicli tie
State cannot take any cognizance.

The Essayist errs, as do so umany of our modem
reformers, froin confounding together tiro imingr

hiichi are perfectly distinct-police and moraIs; ani
by -ssumuing flet ithe politician and the iioralist view
human acts from the same stand-pint. It is mnot
crimes, properly speakming, (hat the former punislies,
but injuries; and generally iithli the limitation, vhiic,
tle inoralist ignores-"volenli u lla fit injuriu."
It is from the recognition o this primîciple by th
laiwyer, that acts, wrhuicl the moralist must condeu
1ti crimes ofI he deepest dye, ait remain "unwhisit
of justice." Foriinstance, there can be no doubt-.
that (lie seducer iiicis a far deeper injury upon his

ilhng and consentin victim, than does the brutal
ravisler-thait the crime ofthe cool calculating vi-
lain who deliberately corrupts lie soul of a pure and
innocent girl, is ai a far blacker dye thian that of
hEin ilo ounly assaults lier body. Yet for the former,
lai lias no punislîunet ; whlilst upon the latter, it in-
flicts, and not unjustly, its extremne penalty. Why
tihis dicrepancy ?--lienice this anomalv? Is it not
because the State lias no independent ioral jurisdic-
tion, properly so called, and thtat ifs jurisdiction i«
limtited ta the materii order ?

Il this be se, if our deductions froin our premices
be correct, if follows aliat in dealing rith thei " Li-
quor traffic" flic State must treat it as a question of
political, and not of moral, ecoîn>y ; and as subject
to the same principles luat govern. regulate, and
limit, every other kind of traic. \We are not ar-
guing for, or agaiinst, lie principles fI "Free Trade ."
ire merely accept thueîn, and demand that, if truc,
tlhey be applied to one kind of itrafie as iwell as an-
other. If they will not stand this test, they cainot-
be true, and should therefore le abandoned. Tat
the State lias flie riglht te augment its revenue by a
tax on the consumption of alcolitic liquors, wlhether
in the forn of a direct duty uîpon fle importer, or a
tax uîpon the iretailer, is, ie hink, incontestable.
Whetlier the present Licence systemnl be the best made
of imposing fuaft tax, is anolier question, writh wh-lîich
ire have nothing furilher ta do et present, than to no-
tice a singular fallaecy over whicli our Prohibitionists
invariably stuinb!e, when comlemnuing ime License
system, as a license, or permission froni fle State, te
do fliat, whicli, but for that permission or license,
vould never have been doue at ail. Tiese unen-
ire can hardly bring ourselves ta believe hlîat it is
fron ignorance ofi te facts-always 'arguie against
the Licensing systei, upon Ite hypothesis, that, but
for that systeni, there wuld be no trafic in alcoholie
liquors ; iiiereas the truthiEs, (liai, but for flhat sys-
tem, every nember of he conmunity ioull liaive as
mtuch riglt o retail irine and spirituous liquors, as lie
lias ta deal in groceries or dry goods. It may seem.
ahnost superiluous ta point oui this absurdity in the
reasoniig of our well-mearning friends ; but it is se
often insisted upon, and is se comstantly broughit for-
ward, flat it is necessary, froi fime ta time, ta re-
mind them, iait, as the 1iquor trafle iras in existence
long before the Licensing system, se will mthat trafic
long survive its discontinuance ; and liat the object
of those irlio introduced tlIat systein was, not moral,
but purely fisc3l-te augment tlie revenue, and iot
ta diminih druînkenness. It is therefore no argument
against it, tlait lias failed in doinig that ihic it was
not primarily intended te do.

It ras during hIe commotions o the reign of
Charles I., that tle preseni system of restricting the
inteînal traflic in liquor seems ta have originatel,
end w [ith the view of making good the deficiency
aaused in the Royal exchequer by h flcabolition of
military tenures, and flic abandonmnent, on the part of
the Croîwn, of certain sources of revenue aecruing
from fle feudal system.-(IHallam Const. Bis/orm
c. XL) Since the Revolution, titany attempts have-
ndeed been made te makie the Licensing systensub-
sidiary ta moral, as trel as fiscal purposes ; but every
such attempt lias ihitîerto turned out a failure. The
plan noir proposed, is, to prohibit tlie traffic altogether ;
but this, ira fancy, iwill turn out equally abortive. 'L
:as been tried in the United States; and certainly-its
success there, lias not been such as to encourage uis
to introduce it lhere. It has called into being e race
of mercenary iformers-a moral pest fully as bad as
drunkards ; and it bas generated a general feeling of
contempt for lawr, by shioiing hot easily I-airs, flic nieot
carefully wrorded, may be violated vith impunity,
rlien the temptation ta do so is great, and when i
s univer'sally felt thiai thtere Es ne nierai obligation te
obey' thuem. But Et lias not abalished thed traic
against wichio Et iras directed, auJ ire have yet toa
earn lthat i as beeni thue uneans of rfeorming a sîn-

gle drunîkard. Since the cotmmencement aiflthe-
rorldi therie Es no instance on record of a nierai te-
formatimn effected b>' pelitical or legislafive enc-
ments. Thmese can dcal oun>' iith avils irbich. liae
beir origin Eu defectire political institutions ; but te'
expect thmat thue>' ean haro au>' beneficial effect over
vils sprinmging fromn merci causas, Es about asc reason-
le as wrould be the attemp tet set a broken le twith

a bread poultice.
lu flne, ire nia>' observe ai this " Praohibitory'"

moveme'nnt, flat Et Es butf a.repetition af lta hfestory'
if " Sleoggins aud Jb mih"se. graphiically giîen
y Dickens En bis "'Eovsehoald Words." Sleggins
brises, therefore Job Stmithu must not use ; Sloggias


