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A Licutenant’s Daring.

Her Mujesty has been pleased (o promote
Lientemunt Cliwles ues Willia Grant,
of the sl Stalf Corps, son of Licut, Gen.
S Joli traut, of the leag corps, to be
major and also to confer upon him the Vie-
toria eross, for, asthe oflicial Ga-r says:
S The conspienons bravery and devotion 1o
his corutry displayed by him in havicy, npon
hearing on Marehi 27, 1805, of the lisaster
at Miipari, at once volunteered to attempt
the relict of the British eaptives, withocighty
wative soldiers, and  having advaneed  with
the greatest intrepidity, captured Thoinl,
near Manipuri, and held 1t agunst o large
force of the enemy.  Licttenant Grant in-
spired his men with equal heroism by an
ever-present example of personal daring and
resource,”

The story of Lientenant Grant's march to
Thobal, and his brilliant repulse at that
place of the Manipuri army, whom he held
at bay with eighty wen from March 31 until
April 10, is tol({ with much interesting
detail ih the Indian newspapers just re-
ceived :—On March 28, before the full
extent of the disaster at Manipur was
known, Licutenant Grant started from
Fammu Lo the relief of Mr. Quinton with
fifty men of his own regimem, the 12th
Barmah Infontry mastly Punjabi Mussul.
mans with a few Pathans, and thicty rifles
of the 43rd Goorkias, the latter under the
command of Jemadar Raldir, who, with
thirty-four men of that corps, had just
fought his way to Taminufrom Langthobal,
giving a good account of those Manipuris
who had opposed him. Twenty of the re-
lieving force werc old soldiers, the remain-
der being recrnits of less than a year’s
stending.  The Goorkhas were armed with
Martiuis and carried fifty rounds, all that
could be obtained, and the others had 160
rounds per man for their Sniders. Fighting
Legan carly. The expedition had barely
marched seven miles when they were fired
upon from an ambuscade by Chins, who
were quickly dispersed.  About midnight a
number of trees were found felled ncvoss the
road in the course of the third stage from
Tammu. The Manipuris were entrenched
ou the hill above the road, but in such a
position that their fire was harmless. Licut.
Grant, with twenty men, rushed the trench
from the flank, and its garrison of
50 fled, leaving guus and accoutre-
ments.  On  the morning of the ar-
rival of the force at Palel Lieutenant
Grant learned from a prisoner that nine
Sahibs had Leen killed at Manipur, and that
theoflicercommanding the road from Tammu
had been ordered to1esist any troops moving
ou the capital. The Licutlenant decided to
send the news to Tammu and push on,
leaving it to the authorities at head-quert-
ers to recall him if they thought fit. By
dawn on the 31st the detachment was among
the villages four or five miles from ‘Thobal.
Driving the enemy before them, the troops
advanced along the road, which ran through
an open plain, and passed to the right of a
line of walled compounds. Seemnga bridge
burning, Licutenant Grant hurvied his men
up in order if possible Lo save it, andl at the
same time galloped on to reconnoitre. He
reached the watercourse, and then, without
the least warning, fire was suddenly epencd
from the opposite side at a range of fily
yards. Seeing the enemy in force, Licu-
tenant Graat galloped back, gatting a bullet
through his coat. His career was nearly
ended, as the ball bruised his back, but the
wound was luckily a trifling one. Now
came the time to teat his men in carnest.
They were in fighting formation, twenty
being in firing line, ten in support on cach
flank, and forty with the baggage. The
order was given to advance, and, to use
Chrant’sown words, ** they behaved beanti-
fully. It was like a page out of the drill
bouk. There was a volley from the right
party, and a tush from the left, and rice
versa, We losc only one man in the first
razh, He was shoi through the head. I
thought for a motent he was hanging back,
but on reaching him saw that he was dead.
The encimy were tiring through loopholes in
walfs hidden by hedges.  We goi 10 within
100 yards of them, buta watercowrse was
between us, and [ could not tell their nam.
bers.  We lay down and fired for ten min-
utes, but made no impression. [ went back
to the supports on each flank and ordered
them to creep up wide of the fivst tiring line,
but like brave fellows as they are they
jumped np, rughed forward to the edge of
the stream and hegan firing.  The figiving
Line fixed buyonets and joired them.  There
was o cry {rom tie lefv that thevnemy were
runaing, and then we planged pelt-mell into
the watercourse, 1t was rather deep, and
one littic Ganrkla disappeared altogether,
For a sceond | myself gotfast in weeds, and
was igneminiou Jy hauled put by « jemedar,
but we got acrosssomebow. The Manipuris

were seen in fall flight, their white clothing
making them excelleat targets. On the
enciny s lefe was a line of rifle pits, and in
these numbiers were caught like rats in a
trap and hayoneted.  On the right were the
compow d walls giving good shelter, but be.
liind them lay a number of dead shot through
the head. There were 800 Manipuris holding
this position.” After thissuccess Lientenant
Grant occupicd three of the compounds al-
ready referred to, which were beyond the
watercourse.  For putposee ¢f defence he
cleared away most of the houses within the
walls, and cut the treesso that the fallen
tranks and branches should hinder as much
as possible any rush imade by his antagon-
ists. Afterwards he constructed a covered
way Lo the watercourse, to secure his water
supply. The ravine protected his rear, and
on his right was perfectly open country.

quantity of provisions was found in the
houses.  Next afternoon the enemy attack-
ed in force. A wall in front of the camp
was lined Ly Sepoys, who let them get with-
in U0 yards hefore ficing.  On receiving a
series of steady volleys the Manipuris re-
treated, and procceded to shell the camp
with two seven-pounders at 1,000 yards.
The Martinis were equal to the occasion,
however, and vhe gunners, finding  them.
selves losing men, retreated to 1,500 yards,
amd centinued Lo fire with only one gun. A
later avtack was repulsed.  On the follow-
ing morning, a1 three a.m., the little garri-
son started filling paddy bags and mail
bags with earth for the rampacts.  Telea
graph wire which had been picked up was
Inid down as ““ entanglements,” and  other
improvements were made in the position.
On April 3 negotiations were begun.  Their
conrse wis fully indicated in the telegraphic
despatches which have been published. By
way of couveying Lo the Manipnri com-
mander the contempt of the British force of
their foes, Licutenant Grant added to one
of his letters the I')oslscripL. “1 am going
to shoot some sucks Don’t be afruid.
Thanks to his caution and insight into the
character of these with whom he had todeal
the attempt to get the better of him by di-
plomacy failed, and resort was had once
mote to force on the Gth, when, after an
hour's astillery fire, the Manipur infantey
attacked at seven a. m.  Lieut. Grant kept
his men on this occasion within the enclo-
sure next the watercourse, and as ammuni-
tion was running short orders were given for
them to reserve their fire untal the enemy
were within 200 yards. Jhe Manipuris took
cover, and about eight o’clock Lieut. Grant,
deeming it desirable (orclieve the pressure
ou his left front, erept along the watercourse
with teu Goorlchas, cufiladed the walls, and
in a few iinutes cleared that side. At
eleven a. m. no impression had been made
on the camp, the sepoys being so well pro-
tected that they could fire through the loop-
holes without exposing themselves. Lieu-
tenant Grant now determined to try and
clear his front a little, taking six Goorkhas
of the 43¢d, with their havildar, He him.
self was armed with u doukle barrclled
sixteen-hore breechloaderand vevolver. The
party crept up the diteh between the roap
and the compounds and enfiladed the wall
which on previous days Le bad held, and
behind which there were one hundred
of the enemy, who ran at once; but
facing the corner and cut off from it by
n deep diteh full of water was a wall five feet
high, from which the Manipuris begon tiring.
Luckily it was not loopholed, so they had
to cxpose themselves when aiming. The
Goorlkhas had some fine snap shots at the
heads as they were raised on the wall, while
their young commander was using his buck-
shot cartridges with effect. At last the Mani-
puris, finling the exposure was almnost
certain deith, sneaked away from this hot
corner, and his immediate front being clear-
ed, Lieul. Grant returned to his entrenhe-
ments.  The havildar, Gambir Rai, who
was with him, had the lower joint of his
right thumb smashed by a bullet; but he
never let go his rifle or complained of being
wounded. After this there was a pause of
about an hour in the fighting, during which
Licutenant Grant sorrowfully empticd his
last box of ammunition. After it had been
served out the sepoys of the 12th Burmah
had fifty rounds per rifle, whilethit ty Goork-
has with Martims had only twenty rounds
each. Licutenant Grant speaks in the
highest terms of the way in which all
his men  hushanded their ammunition
throughout. There was no wild firing, end
the dicipline was admirable.  After tho lust
reserve of ammunition had been served out,
he issued orders stopping all firing.  'The
cnemy were Lo he allowed to approach to
within one hundred yards before being grect.
cd with volleys. The wmen were ordered to
lie down under cover, one inevery #ix being
left as a look-out.  The Manipuris reopened
fire, but their nim was as bad as ever.  The
look-out men showed supreme contempt for

their enemy, and not a man winced, thoigh
the treas about them were constantly being
struck by bullets.  As the afternoon wore
on Licutenant Grant told off his best
shotsat the loopholes to shoot stead-
ily at such Manipuris as exposed
themselves. In  this way a cownsider-
able number were accounted for. It
was a trying time, but the enemy, after the
experience of the morning, never made an
orpganized rush upon the entrenchments,
Thoy withdrew at sunset, and the firing
wus at an end. Licutenant Grant then
counted up his losses, which were amazing-
ly small. Oue man killed, two sepoys and
one muleteer wounded, two ponies killed,
two wounded, and two elephants wounded.
For fifteen hours his men had been under
arms without a mouthful of food ; and they
had well earned the reward which they
enjoyed of a good night’srest. About 8,000
rounds were tired at the camp during this
day. On the 8th he received his orders to
fall back on Captain Presgrave. That
evening there was a tremendous thunder-
storm, the kind which comes when the mon.
soons break in this part of the country.
Getting his men together, he set out in
pouring rain at seven p. m., the night being
pitch dark. The movement was of the
slowest, as the column had to wait for cach
flash of lightning to sce their way. It
took two hours to do the fest half-mile but
the sepoys toiled on, passing within a few
yards of their sleeping enemies, who could
ot hear them in the storm. Nota shot was
fired at them. Licutenant Grant’s meet-
ing with Captain Presgrave was dramatic.

‘The young soldier was stumbling along
through the mud, alnost dead beat and hali-
asleep from fatigue, when a sepoy im-
mediately in front of him stopped and re-
marked, in quite an ordinary tone of vcice,
“Guard sya, Sabib.” Lieutenant Grant
asked what guard—that over the baggage or
whatguard. * FromPalel,” was the response
Licutenant Grant looked up, and by a flash
of lightning saw Captain Presgravestanding
before him. This was about two o’clock on
the morning of April 10. The partics united
and marched on to Palel.  Such was the
cad of the brilliant exploits of Licutenant
Grant and his cighty sepoys. The gallant
officer was with (eneral Graham’s column
in the fight some tiine later at Thobal. The
enemy having hung out o flag of truce, he
jumped up from his corner and ordered his
men to cease firing. They had done so when
avolley was fired from the Manipuris’ fort
and a bullet struck the lieutenant, passing
through the museles of his neck, and knock-
ing him over. The sepoys immediately
stormed the place, Licutenant Grant being
among the first in, and shared 1n the hand-
to-hand light until overcom» by exhaus-
tion.

B — ——————
Summer Hints.

As  warm weather s he.e, let me
tell some of the sisters how | manage in
sumimer. [ wash twicea wecek, so sdiled
clothies will not lie too leng and grow musty
ordamp. [ iron whatl have to, and no
more. The children’s underwear 1 shake
well, iron cxposed partsand air them ; the :
they are ready to lay away. I never iron
stockings ; it i1 just as well to smooth them
nicely and roll up. Your dreams areas
sweet in sheets with nicely-ironed tops as
though (hey were ironed ail over. Puta
tiny bitof starch in rinsing water and the
garments will look glossy aud wash easier.

Keep windows, cupboards, beds and floors
clean, and put away all orpaments that did
duty in winter ; that is, woolly stuflsor
heavy bric.a-brac. Put up cheese-cloth
curtains, pull up the carpets, stain or paint
the floors. Put linen covers over the
furniture, and try and rest and take what
comfdrt you can, for life is short.

Of all things, don’t get hot meals three
times o day. John's second wife won't do
it, and I don't propose to kill myself and
give my John a chance to love sotne other
woman. Iom very selfish as to that, for
after twelve years of married life, and six
babies, we love each other still. I know it
is terribly old-fashioned, but I like the
style.

Dou't forget to keep the babies healthy
and cool and well bathed in hot weather.
Let them make mud pies and have a posy
¥ardcn of their own, or give them posies
rom your own garden. Don't forget what
comfort we took with rag babics who had
blonde locks made of corn silk, and black
bead eycs and red yarn lips, and how we did
love them and our little wooden pail and
broken dighes picked up from many back
yards. Ob, we were all babies once !

ANNA L, CLArg

Purifies the breath and preserves the
teeth,—Adams’ Tutti Frutti Gum. Sold by
all Druggists and Confectioners 5 cents.

Queen Victoria in Politics.

The position of the Queen in Kuglish
politics is usually supposed to be generally
passive. In forcign politics she has heen
known, since the Life of the Prince Consort
threw some light upon the business life of
royalty, to be greatly interested.  But with
interual English politics she has hitherto
been credited with interfering little. Atan
opportune moment, when the Conservative
scheine of locul self-governiment for Ireland
isabout to be contrasted with Mr. Glad-
ston’s Home Rule proposals, her Majesty
has permitted the publication of a confiden-
tial communication whichshe sent Lo the
Archbishop of Canterbury on the eve of
another crisis in Irish political history—the
introduction of the bill for the disestablish-
ment of the Church in Irelund. Thein-
ference is that her Majesty desires to mako
Archbishop Tait’s memoiis the medium of
divulging what her attitude then was, with
a view to the application of the information
topresent events.  Her Majesty did not ap-
prove of the disestablishment policy, but
she accepted the decision of the conntry and
the Commons, used her influence to induce
the Lords on the one hand to accept the
bill, and Mr. Gladstone totake conciliatory
method with the Lords, The Archbishop of
€unterbury was her mediatorandgo-between
and throughout the progress of the disestab-
ishment bill went through anactive period
of wire-pulling, interviewing, aud lobbying,
which would have strained the nervesofa
professional politician. When the bill went
into the Lords the general expectation was
that they would reject it, and that another
of those constitutional crises would arise
which threaten the existence cf the Upper
Housc as now constituted. The fate of the
monarchy is so reasonubly associated m the
mindofher Majesty withthat ofan hereditary
Upper House as to create alarm when the
position of the latter appears menaced.  Un.
doubtedly, if the peers had rejected the dis-
establisment bill, Mr. Gladstone would have
been backed up by an enraged country, and
the alwaysimpending agitation to disestab-
Tish the peers as o legislative body would
have reccived a dangerous momentum.

The Queen wrote to the Archbishop :—
“ Considering the circumstances under
which the measure has come to the House of
Tords, the Queon cannot regard, without the
greatest alarm, the probable effect of its
absolute rejection in the House. Carried, as
it has been, by an overwhelming and steady
majority through o House of Commons
choscn expressly to speak  the fecling of the
country on the question, therc seems no
reason to believe that any fresh appeal to
the people could lead to a differont result.
The rejection of the bill therefore would
only serve to hring the two Houses into
collision;, and so prolong a dangerous agita.
tion of the subject.” These words preg-
nant of application in the carly future,
are heing quoted throughout the Liberal
press asa proof iu o anticipation that the
Queen, accepting the verdict of the country
on Home Rule, will use all her power and
personalinfluence to preventibe Lovdsfrom
cpposing it.

—————

Bound by a Hair.

Amy—T don’t sec what atiraction Sue
finds in Mrv, Dolley.”

Mabel—*¢ Capillary atteaction.’

Amy—*“How's that?”

Mabel—*“She’s fascinated by his mus.
tache.”

e e

The world is like a fruit-basket. The big
and attraclive get on top, while the little
ones are crushed out of sight in the bottom.
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