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No. long after my master hud left vs, the overseer ascertained
for the ﬁrst time that some of the'hands could read, and that they
had brought books with them from Virginia, -fe compelled them
to give up the keys of their chests, and on searching found seve-
ral Bibles and hymn-booI\s Une]e Solomon’s chest contained
quite a ]tbmry whlch he could read at muht by the light of knots
of the ptlehpme " These-books he collected together, and in the
evening called Uncle Solomon into the house. Afler jeering, lum
for some time, he giave him one - ol' the Bibles and_told him® to

‘nume hls text and p.re-rch him a sermon. The old man was silent,
Ile then made -him get up on the table, and ordered him to pray.
" Uncle Solomon meehly rephed, that.. “forced prayer was not
_ good forsoal or body.”’ The overseer -then knelt down himsell
“and i a hldephemous mnuner, plajed that the Lord would ' send
his spirit inta Uncle Solomon 3 or elsc tet the old man fall® from
the table and break his neok, and so have an end of ‘¢ nigger
reaching.’” On getting up from his knees he went to. the cup- |l
bo'\rd poured out a glass of brandy for himself, and brought
another to the table. ** Jumes,’’ said he, addressing me, ¢¢ Uncle
Solomen stands there, for all the world, like a Hickory__Quaker.
His spirit don’t move. I'll see if another spirit wont move it.”’
He compelled the old preacher to swallow the brandy ;- and then
told him to preach and exhort, for the spirit was in him. He set
one of the Bibles ou fire, and after it was consumed, . mixed up
the ashes of it in a glass of water, and compelled the old man. to
drink it, tcllnwhmt that as.the spirit. and the word werg - now
both in him, there - was no lonn'er any excuse for not preachmw
-After tormnnlmcthe we.trted ‘old man - m this way unnl nearl)
“ midnight he permmed himto; 20 to his quarters. g

The next day I saw Uncle Solomon dnd tulked with’ lmn nbout A

lns lTB’ltchnt* Ho smd it would not nlways bo so-—-that slnvery
was'to come:to- an, end, for thie Erble suid” so-—-t‘nt there would

" then be nn ‘more whrppmgs 'md ﬁahtm«rs, but the hon o ‘the'

lamb would lie down together, and all'woald be: Tove. ' He said
he prayed for Huckste p—that it was not he but the devil in him

house, where, on my bleeding him he revwed
pam for several days, and it was nearly three weeks before he
‘was able to come out to the cotton fields. _

Oa returning to the field after Huckstep had revived, l found Ihe
hunds sadly disappointed to hear that he was 'still living. . Some
\of them fell to cursing and swearing, and were  enraged with nie
for trying 10 save his Itl‘e. ~Little btmo'n' said I was.a fonl 3 if heljs
had Lled him he would, have done it to.some purpose. He would i
at leust have 50 dts-\bled his arm that he would never again:lry
to swmw a wlnp Unole ...olomon romoustrnted wrth\Stmon, dnd.
tOld we that I 'had.dore, right; RS

The nerghhonrmn oyerseers ured’ froquently to visit Huckstep,
and he, in torn, vts:ted them. w1 Wwas: somettmes present durm«r
their.i mterwews, and heo.rd them tell. euch othér stories of ° horse-
raging, negro-huntm etc. Some time durmg tlus seuson,"Lud-
low, who was overseer ofa planratlon about et«rht mtles frony
ours, lold ofa sluve of his named Thoraton,: who had’ twme nt—
tempted to-escape with bis wife and ‘one child. ‘The first time
'he was caught without much difficulty, chained to the overseer’s
(horse, and in that way brounht back. The pom man, to save
his wife from a beating, laid all the blame upon lnmsell' and said
that his wife bad no wish to escape, and tried to prevent him from
attempting it. Ile was severely whipped ;-but soon ran away
again, and was owam arresied. - The overseer, Ludlow, said he
was determined to put a stop to the runaway, and. nccordmaly
had resort to a somewhat unusual wethod of punlshmont

There | is a great scnrctty of o'ood wuter in_ that section:of . Aln-

u-,.l.l‘v,f‘ an e

corners of the houses to, catch water l'or wnshmg;elc.r

ite:

ol'hts uncles,lr thet-bottom ot' 1t :md the,‘water wus E: 'tl'dl-edlto
fow in- from obove.. He wus compelled to. mpump out the! vater
as-fustas it canie m,‘ b_v menns-of a lang’ rod or handle connect—-‘
ed with the ‘pump: ahovo.ground He wos not allowed to hegm‘
until the water had risen to his mtddle. Any pause ordelay

who behaved so. At his request, I found means to- get him a
Bible and a hymn-book from the overseer’s room ; and the old:
wan ever afterwards kept them concenled in the hon-house.

The weeding season of 1826, was marked by repeated acts of
craelty on the part of Huckstep. One of the lands, Priscilla, l
was, owing to her delicate sitnation, unable to perform her daily!
task. Ile ordered her to be tied up agaiast a tree, in the same‘_
manuer that [ had been.. . In this sitaation she was whipped until:
she was deliverced of a dead infant, at the foot of the tree! Our
wen took her upon-a sheet, and carricd ber to the house, where
she lay sick for several months,. but finally recovered. I hnve
heard him. repentedly lau'rltat thre. cxrcumst nce.,

Not long alter this, wo were supriscd, one motning about ten
o'clock, by hearing the horn blow at the honse. - Presently Aunt!
Polly eame screaming into- the field. . ¢ ‘.'Vl]{l.t; is the matter,
Aunty?’* T inquired. ¢ Oh Lor 1" said she, ¢ Old Huckstep's:|
pitched off his horse and broke his head, and is o’en about dead.>’}:

¢ Thank God I’ said little Simon. ** The devil will have him ')
at last.”" _

¢« God-a-mighty be praised !"* exclaimed half a dozen others.

The hands, with one accord dropped their hoes ; and crowded
reund the old woman, asking questions. ¢ Is he dead 7'—

«« Will he die’” ¢ Did you feel of him—was he cold

Aunt Polly explained as well as she could, that Huckstep, in ail
state of partial intoxication had attempted to leap his lorse over!!
a fence, bad fallen and cut a decp gash in his heud, and that he
was now lying insensible.

It is impossible 1o describe the effect produced by this news
among thehands. Men, women and children shouted, clapped
their hands, and laughed nloud. Some cursed the overseer, and
others thanked the Lord for taking him away. Liitle Simon got
down on his knees, and called Joudly upon God to finish his
work, and never let the overseer again enter a cotton fickl.
““ Let him die, Lord,”’ said he, ¢ let him die. Ife's killed euough
of us : Ob, good Lord, let him die and not live.”’

' Pence, peace !it is a bad spmt,” Sﬂld Uncle Solomon, ¢¢ God
himself willeth not the death of a sioner.”

I followed the old woman to the house ; and fonnd Huckstep
at the foot of one of those trees, so Lommon at the South, called
the Pride of China. His face was black,and there was a fright-
{ul contusion on the side of h.s head ~He wns carned mto the

i‘either. Huclkstep raised his gun and fired.

after this, {romn wenkness and exhaustion, would have been fatal,
‘as the water would have risen above his bead. In this horrible

' dungeon, toiling for his life, he was kept for twenty-four hours

without any sustenance. Even Huckstep said that this was too
bad—that he had himself formerly punished runaways i in thnt way
—but should not do it again, ‘

1 rejoice to be able to say that-this sutl'ercr has at last” escaped

jiwith his wife and child, into a {rce-state. He was assisted by some

white men, but I do not know all the particulars of his escape.

‘Our overseer .had not heen loug-able to ride about the plantation
nfter his accident, before bis life was again endangered. - Ie
found two of the hands, Little Jarret and Stmon fighting - w:th
‘each other, and attempted to " chastise both of them. Jarret bore
it patiently, but Simon turned upon him, ‘seized a’ stake or pin
{from a cart near by, and felled him to the ground. *The.overséer
‘got up—went to the house, and told aunt Polly that he had nenrly
‘been killed by the © niggers,” and requested her to tie ‘up ‘his

wad, from which the blood was streaming. As soon as this was
done, he took down his gun, and went out in parsuit ol Simon,
‘who had fled to his cabin, 1o get some things which he supposed-
necessary previous to attempting his escape from the plantation.
He was just stepping out of the door, when he met the enraged,
oversecr with his gun in his band. Nut a word was spoken by

l
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‘outa groan across the door-sill. He rose up twice on his hands’

‘ land knees, but died in 2 few minutes. He-was dragged off and|

burted. The overseer told me that there was no other way to
Idenl with sach a fellow, Tt wns Alabama law, if a slave resists
led to shoot him at once. He told me of a case which occurred
in 1834, on a plantation about ten miles distant, and adjoining that
where Crop, the negro hunter, boarded with his hounds.
overseer had bought some slaves at Selma, from a “drove or
coffle passing through the place. They proved very rel‘ructorf

manner, and the overseer fired upon him. - 'I‘lio slave fell, but
mctantly rose up on his hands and knees, and: Wos beaten ‘down
again by the stock of the overseer’s gun, - The wounded wretch

pantaloons, and catching hold of the overseer’ § coot, ratsed "him

4

*» Concluded from cur last.

self high eneugh to inflict . a fatal wound upon the lntter. Bot‘r

fell to'rether, and died 1mmedtately af'tcr. 7

{l

He ley in g;reut

bama ; and you will generally see ‘a large cutt.rn attuched to: the-'

1

The man fell with- :was to reach the great road by which we had travelled when wo

The'

He whipped three of them, and undertook to whip a fourth who
was from Maryland. ‘The man raised his ‘hoe in a threatening ||

raised himself once more, drew a’ knife from the Wntstbund of his:

times for not perl'ormmg s, toek. ; On tho lest doy ol' the rnonth
after liis third, -whipping, lte ran away. . On the followmg morning, .
I found that ho was missing at his row, The oversoer suidw
must hunt htm up v tmd he blow_the & mgger horn " ’

Flmoher thm volunteered t0. wlup htm an. one std\e‘ol' his; le’gs,
end Goldsby on the' other.: X hed, in-the meanume, heen ordered
to preparo o wash of salt and pepper, and wush his. wounds w:th

" The.poor “fellow groaned, and his’ ﬂesh shrunk and qurvered
as the burning solution was apphed 0 ity Thts ‘wash, wlnL_
adds.to the rmmedtate ‘torment of the suﬂerer,“‘t‘ncrhtntes tlte"__ure

ho uae, nud scorcely oonscrous ol' whgt 1 wns dot,ng, filled:ian;
vessel wrth woter, put m lllG sult ond peppor»_, e nnd plnced it
the embers, ° '

As I stood by. the firo watohmg the bmlm-f ol' the mmuré, zmd ‘
reflecting upon the dreadful torture to whtch I .was .about to be -
subjected, the thought of escape, flashed upon my* mmd. The
chance was a desperate one ;. but Iresolved to ottempt it lrun ‘
up slairs, ti*d my shirt ina handkerchief, and stepped. out. of .the
back door of thie house, te]lmg Aunt: Polly to. take care. of the.
wash at the fire until T retirned: - 'The sun was about, one ‘hour
hwh but luckily- for” me the honds a8 well as. the three. overseers; .
were on thie other side ot‘ the hovse. 1 kept:the. liouse: belweenrl ‘
ihem and myself and’ ran as fnst a8 I could:for the:: woods. 20n
reuchmrr them I found: myselftobhgod to: proceed slowly, a8 there s
was athrclc undergrowth.-of, cane .and reeds. | Night ‘came.on, "+
I stragg aled forwurd bya dim star-hght, amldst vines,and. reed beds.
Aboul midnight the. horrzon hegan to be “overcast jand, tho durk-; ‘
ness increased, until,” in the thick forest, I cOuld scnrcely soe a
yard before me. Pearmg that T mightlose my way and wander -
towards. the pl:mtutton, instead of from it, 1. resolved to wait until
day. I luld down upon a little hillock, and fell asleep.

When Tawolke it was broad day. The clouda had vumshed
and the lot sunshine fell through the trees upon my [ face. Lstart-
ed ap, realizing my sntu'xtmn, and darted onward. My oth.ct

OVET

,came out {rom Vrrnmla. I hod, however, very little hope of ey-
cape. T knew thato hot pursuit would be made after me nn(L
what T most dreaded was, that the overseer would procure Crop ]
bloodhounds to folluw my track. . If oniy the hounds of our
pl.mtatlon were sent after me, 1 Thad hopes of betug uhle to mnlte_ ‘
frrends ol'them, as they were nlways good-nntured nnd obedtent .
to me. 1travelled until, as neur us - I cou‘d MJudge, about ten
clock when a dlstantsOund startled me, 1 atopped and hstened
It was tue deep bny ol‘the bloodhound apparently at a greal ‘drs- ,
taoee. Ihurrred on unttl I cume toa cree.k obout ﬁl'tee

s

Plungm«r into rt, I swam across nnd ran down by the 81de of 1t &
short drstunco, und, m order to bnfﬂe the dogs, swam .bacl{ to ther,,
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