
THE PASSING 0F ARTHUR.

Tui, siory <cf (lice belli Sir Beicre,
Told on a suimîiicr nigli t ai Caniulc ci
W ile a gruai banque[ lay alcîig Ille iiaii

Afier a lîard-fomght icatie ici thc es
KCing Arîlicr--having heaLcri the heatlien lck-
W',ith itle Icravust <cf hi,< lkîîicgis, -a liicnl rca siearu,
I',cciic Cir, tilt o'er tic iliniiable reed,

Anul many a glancing plish andl sallccuy isie,
The w~ide.winged stinscut (cf tlie iicisty niai <h
,ilared un a litage iîatc.hla owcr

1'hat sto<>d wiii open porLalb,.

The), enLereu ira
Ami, rcsted ;and tie sboîciest of ictai ail,
Thereafter lîaving sallied forth, tle.qloilcdl

iteî ncighlcoring lieiî-rcxcsi', whc ortcmie ailiers roundic
The gcooiiy celiars of thai castie old,
And bore thercfroiîî tic wiiîcs. Aiîd the greai hiall
Raing iiih a noise of feasting and carocîse.

And sonice, far sntwiih imter weirimîess,
OJr reeliig frccni the revel -and hIe w'iflCc
Lay sjcrawlcul along throuiglicut the corridoLrs
\\'lait(:cailher cf the kniglits-wimic hcicti tlicy,
iIlaving made another raid tcpiin the clli-
Liftinig a voice of rioîoîcs tlpiluse,
ithered 'round one tbat sinotc bis harp and) sang,

W~e won't go homec til ii iorniag."

Apart froi thesc,
Sat Tristran, and GeraimîL, and Lauinceiot iu<',
Anal a few otiiers, aL a quLiet gaie,
WVhici Tristran hall cxpoutnded, naiming it
Pokzer. Ira all sîîch craft svell-skillecl icas hle,
For lie liad prie aniong tue gocIless hast.
Of licutiîcns, swarniing o'cr the nortLicrn se.

And) Artiir, coming, s.-w-nor likv) Lice iigici,
For lit and (Juincverc had prayued chic lznghus
Nc>c Io play' poker. Chiclig diîcti, lie spilze,

II UnknighLly and iiiitrue !Full weil 1 kncow
\Vhen LhaL cihoriy (cîrgets tic king,
.'cnd huaciîage faits the cjc.ien, wiiat iLsa coic nexL

Bmi Tristrmm, rakîing in a litie pilie,
Took ihe cigar fronti his ioth, ancd liamî.seri t say,
'ACier the K<ing and Qiieen, nc), lordh, cornes nexi

Thc Jack. Vaca should mend licyle."

W'leracoi the King
',an.ccl at hiîîc blanllly for a aimue, an i ansseui.

THE PHILOSOPHV 0' THE ITHER-IN-LAW.
Ti-i i Wi'hloOasi,

API, il as(, 1 886.
MVAISuaR (;Rn'-Did ye cvcr sit doon anc tiiink oot

the philosophy o' the îniitbcr-in-axv ? lus sonictliing 1like
tliis:-%'ben a ruan maries a boîînic bit lass bier liugbin'
cen, bier neant ankies, lier jinîp waîst, an' lii-t airy feeger
are a' sac pbotographed on bis iliid's c'e, tac say îîae-
thing oa'thus lîcart, that Iiooevcr nîuckle she iîiay change
ini coorse oa' tirne ibis pliotograpl is aye tbc saine. A
j>botoagraph taen by the sun on a caird is naething coin-
pared xvi' the likeness stanîpit on the )îcart hy the a'
pooaerfu' iicbt o' love. ']'leu agnai the change is graduai,
tie bloomi o'.youth fades frac the cheek, but sonielîoo' 'e
neyer miss it ; the gracefu' feeger iay bccomce angler ami'
o'a vinegary thinness, or wiîa kenîs, vcry likely deveiop
intili the very stoot iîiawtron wiîose grecatcst trial in life
is tac ras doon tac lace lier ain shoaon. But a Liais cornes
on a nian as I said aforc-gradual-yc grow auld an'
ugly thegither, anl' by slow degrecs. But xvbcn ivithout a1
word o' warnin' tue nichcr-in-law, a fui)-fledged mnîster
in the iron-gray stage oa' a womaîi's existence, springs oot
o' the door o' a hack anl' iichts wi' lier trunks on tbe

sidewalk ina front o' a marais dooar like Minerva sprinýii'
fill-airiic:d frac the hicad oa' jove--liccl, mnan! the shock
is awfu ! There she is, a byordin.ar substantial fack, y-er
%vife's inither, no to be explained or argued awa by ony
logic , the nilaist formidable fâck yeve cver encooantcredl
ini this s'aie o' tears, an sic a picter o' robust health tl'aî
yc turn yer face tac the wva', so bier sharp ecn miayna see
V'er jaw drop iii fell despair.

M\aistcr- Gîziiî sic an experience bas just been mine.
,île wvas ft'iy sprting upon nie, ia miitlier-iiaw-iii.
very liand shlakes an' the grcat blobs o' prespiration stuccd
01n nia. bioo %wheni I think about it ; anl' o a'e thing, l'III
shtire, L'I neyer he the saine nian agaîn, neyer as lang as
th.it woînan is witliin the range o' a telescope. Ye sec
ive werc sittin' quite cosy at ocar denner, nie an' ma îvife,
just like twa doos ina a dooker, wheii up drives a hack tac
the door anl' stops there. I was jist in the ack oa' liftiîi' a
bit taw(y tac ma nîoo when mna wife jurnps up anl' cries,

Well 1 wcell ! there's ina maither 1
Yer-wha ?" says I.
Ma iiitlici-," s.) s she, "sbc's just corne frae Cali-

forny." I canna describe the catîld grue that began tae
cr-cep doon ina back-bane,. but wi' that a caîaawciotis
lceger appearcd nt the dinin'-rooni door, an' after
whaceziin an' kissin' ina wife shc tuk, a bird's eye view o'
mnc frate tap tac tae, includin' the petawty I ivas still
ibaudin' on ima fork, an' then site says, II Well, I suppose
we'll have t0 put uip vitli him," ivi' sic ail air o' rcsigna-
tion tbat fairly, tuk ina breath aN'a'. Ira a haîf paralcezed
c:ondition 1 laid dooan rna' knife anl' lork an' for cecvilit)y's

Isake says 1, tellin' lier a thunderin' lce, Il Ver w'elcoie
mcmi 1" But wben I tuk lier hand tac slîake it <as ai
mncre inaitter o' form>) the dccvil a shake wvas in it, it jtisi
lay in îîa life as cauid ani'lifeiess as a dead fishi. N oo,
if therc's onything that chiils tbe life bluid ini nia veins
a'e mleenit, aui' then sends it gallopin' wi' indignation t-i
ilare in nia face tic ncxî, its a cauid, clammry, liezrtlc,.s
iiaîd, a twa fingered hand, it's ivaur titan Il the curse in a
dead mian's e'c," an' if there's ony reciprocity in Lhis
%'orld it ocht tac bc fiist an' for-most iii a liandsbake.
i Ioocvcr, I coiîquered niasei, she wvas ina wife'.s iiithier
after a,' sac I sa>'s, I Haul iin a chair an' bac a bite 0'
dennier" Hadn't ye better go and carry up tlieni
trunks" she says, Il and put theni in the best bcd-roc cii,

arnd by thc by don't forget to pay the caibman." 1 ýaid
iiaething, but I felt sonicthing, like a Scot's thrttî',lc
begininina' to bristle iii ina inside ; neverthciess, therc wa;s
une doot that auld wonian ivas accustoîniec tac coinînil;cnd
-ye cud sec it in lier ec'e. It coîvcd aic, sac 1 set ia
tcetb thegither ail' i)aid the cabiiîiiiî, anl' aftcr patici.ily-
carryin' ive dirty, niuddy trunks on ina back up thc st.îi,
1 slippit oot o' the back-door an' awa' tac tbe wareli,- se
'vithoot feenishin' nia dennier. 'Ihe inceenit M\ai-:er
TJarrson cla> 1 it bis ce ou aile hie crics, Il Why Au ,'
wbat's îp ? are you sick ?" 1 N'es," says I, Il l'unli
baitiî in mind an' body-una-ma gudcunitbcr lias coîî.,'f
WVcel, Maister Guiu'i, 1 neyer afore goat sic syipethy. ~Ic
a display o' christian fellow-féeliiî'. A' afiernoon 'lie
baseilnent ivas lii a' clcrks sittin roon on packin' bose.; %\*
faces as lang's an eli, a' condolin' wi' ne on the ýgi te
caiamity that bad bcfa'in mie-au' next wvcek L'l gie cil.
experience at suplier-tnie vi' the auld ieddy.

Vours in great incekness,
Hlucuii AwîLuI

Pu-r a bcggar on h1orscback, if you hîavern't got any (Ise
for the horsc ; but a better scierne is to furnisli hini'.ii
a raiiway pass to the ncxt town.


