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TEMPERANCE COLUMN-
MORAL SUASION.

People who have boen interested
in temperance work for more than
half a century have often enough

heard moral suasion spoken of with
contempt, if nevor with commend-
ation. Onpe can call to mind lan-
guage something like the following
indulged in fifty years ago: ‘ Moral
suasion | What do people care for
that? What is the good of it?
‘What is the use to talk and talk and
make appeals to conscience ? The
thing to do is to bring to bear the
strong arm of the law and make
short work of it. You may argue
forever and have nothing to show
for it, but when the law takes the
case in hand something is effected
right away.

Accordingly, those who were
living in the first half of the century
might have supposed that long be-
fore the close of the last half every
dramshop would have been swept
from the land. The law was going
to do overything. It wus not going
to stick about ceremony and oon
goientious scruples, but bear down
irresistably against whatever op-
posed it, It would crush out every-
thing. Drinking, drink selling, the
manufacture of drink, whoever jas-
tified it or had anything to do with
it; it was not going to be arguned
down, but put down, How many
ardent, enthusiastio and withal
consoientious people really expected
such & consummation years ago.

Now, what is moral suasion that
it should be contemptuously sent to
the rear as if it availed nothing
and could do nothing? What bat
ap appesl to the conscience on the

rounds of right reason, that this
or that should be done first of all as
a matter of right and duty ? If the
conscienco is persuaded in the case,
then there is moral conviction or
that sort of evidence amounting to
obligation which, &s nothing else in
the world, irresistably carries with
it the whole man If the conscience
is not persuaded, then whatever the
law resorted to, it finds in the man
or the community so much inertia
or more likely so much positive
antagonism to contend with, that
morsl conviction, which comes of
moral suasion, stands for 80 much
motive power. It is in itself so
much motive power for the man,
and if for tho sake of the commun-
ity & law were to be added partak-
ing of the nature of foroe, moral
conviotion as touching the justice
and expediency of the lnw must
become the resl motive power which
sustains it. The truth is, in a sub-
jeot so largely otl\ical_ a8 that of
'iempomnco, morsl suasion and mo
ral conviotion must play a very
leading part. They become the law
for individual conduct, that is, the
law in the conscience, and when it
comes to the statute or lIaw external,
‘they must at every moment go be-
fore it and stand behind it. To put
force before persuasion snd oon-
straint in dealing with this queatien
is to forget tha® man is an intellec-
tual and moral being and treat him
as if he were one of the lower ani-
uch inert, unthinking

How is it that people must be-
come, if at sall, total abatainers ?
Through moral suasion, surely. 1t
is through one’s own conscience
that total abstinence becomes
his duty in the ocase, and it is
through the consoiences of others
that it must be made to appear their
daty also. If this is oat of the
question then there is no place for
torce of any kind, 8o long a8 there
is no drinking to excess with its
attendant evils. There is, indeed,
abundant room for counsel and ad-
vice, but total abstinence may no
more be forced on one agsinst his
oongcience than temperate drinking
msy be forced on another regard
less of his.

How is it that drink and drink.
ing must be largely banished from
the community ? By moral sua
sion, surely, In some cases with-
out law for the most part, and if in
others through the aid of law, then
by bringing to bear such a degree
of moral pressure as to make the
law effective. We say in machin-
ery thut there must be 80 many
mounds of pressure to & square inch
to produce a given result. What,
then, if there was no pressure at all
on every other esquare inch, or if
the presrure was in the opposite
direction ? - Bat this is precisely
the state of the case in some com-
munities where the law would make
drink an outlaw. In respect to
every other man there is nothing of
that moral pressure which comes of
moral persuasion and morzl cenvic-
tion, and which makes the law ef-
tootive, while in some communities
every other man may be conscien-
tiously against the law, So long
us that is 8o the law must be a fai-
lure.

It has been the great mistake of
the Third Party that it has under-
iaken to do by political methods
what musc largely be effected, if at
all, through moral methods. Again
and again 1t has got ahead of the
public consvience in dealing with
the drink question; not that part
of the publio is unserupulous and
devoid of consocience, but that other
part which is trying to bring to
bear an intelligent, yes, and enlight-
ened Christian consciesnce. Now
that is a sort of thing that must not
be preocipitately run shesu of, or be
made litule of or light of, It isthat
cort of thing, too, that oannot be
bullied or dragooned and forced to
do this or that by violent arbitrary
methods. If it b 8 not had time
enough to think the matter over it
proposes to tako time. It says to
itself ; * This is a great question, is
this drink qvestion. It covers a
loog period of time, Ithas agreat
many sides to it. It touches mani-
fold interests and tastes, and those
to a large extent not consoiously
unlawful or selfish. Itisof all other
things & moral question in which
consciences largely and inevitably
differ and in which one's duty for
himself is by no means the measure
of duty for another man.” In a
word, it is chiefly a moral problem
so complex and so difficult that
there can be no permsnent solutlon
of it so far as banishing drink from
any community is conceived until
the conscience of the community is
generally agreed on the subjeot.

Wkien that will be. as touching
some commaunities, it newds at least
a prophet to foretell.— Temperance.

Best cure for eolds, cough, consump
tiom, is the old Vegetable Pulmonary Bal
sam.” Cutler Bros. & Co. Boston. For §l
a large bottle sent prepaid.
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NOTICE—SPECIAL

Weo have no General Travelling
Agent in Ontario, and have had
none for months past. If any ap-
plization for new, or for payment
of old subsoriptions has been made
by any one under pretenceof being
such sgent, the parties to whom
such application was made wil
confer & favor by immediately com
municating with

"THE CHURCH GUARDIAN.

P.O. Box 504,
Montreal

THE TEACHERS ASSISTANT.

A Monthly journal designed to ex-
lain and illustrate the Institute
Leaflets for Church Suanday-

Schcels,

Price only 30 cents per annum,

Brimful of interesting matter on
every Stnday’s Lesson.

No Sunday-school Teacher who

tries it will care to be without it.

The Bishop of Toronto thus writes
respecting the Assistant i

# 1 gtrongly commend it to the notlse of
the Clergy of the Dlocese, hoping that they
will promote ita olrculation among their
Teachers.”

Try it for the Year beginning with
Advent next.

Address ROWSELL & HUTOHISON, 76 King
street, East, Toronto.

Davidson & Ritchie

ADVOOATES, BARRISTERS, AND
ATTORNEYS AT LAW,

190 ST. JAMES STREET,

MONTREAIL.

THE CHURCH GUAKDIAM
A Weekly Newspaper,

NON-PARTIBAN IMDEPYENDENT

Is published every Wednesday in th
interests of the Charch of Enginad
In Canada, and in Bnpert’s Land
and the North-Weat.

Speoial Oorrespndenta in differekt
Diocesea.

OFFICK ;

{90 St. James Street Montreal.

SUBSORIPTION
(Poatage in Canada and U. 8. free.)
If Paid ((strictly in advance) - $1.50 per an
ONE YRAERE TO OLRRGY 1.0t

ALL 8UBBORIPTIONScONntinued, UONLESE
ORDERED OTHERWISE BEFORE DATE
OF EXPIRATION OF SUBSCRIPTION,

FEEMITTANOXS roquested by POBST-
OFFIOE ORDER, payable to L. H.
DAVIDSON, otherwise at subscriber’s risk

Receipt acknowledged by change of: abe.
If special receipt required, stamped en
velope Or post~-card Necessary.

In changing an Address, send the
OLD as well as the NEW
Address.

ADVERTISING.

THa GUARDIAN having 8 CIROULA.
TION LARGELY IN EXOESB OF ANY
OoTHER CHURCH PAPER, and extend-
ing throughout the Dominlon, the North-
West and Newfoundland, will be found
one of the best mediums for advertising.

RATES,
1st ingertion = = 10c. par line Nonpareil
Each subsaquent insertion - 56, per line
Smonths =« = = = =« = =« 750, per line
gmonths =~ - = = = = =~ $1.25 ¢
19monthg - ~ = « « =« = $1.00

MABRIAGE and BIRTH NOTIORS, 50¢. eaok
insertion. DEATH NOTIOES fres.

Obltuaries, Complimentary Resolutioni
Appeals, Acknowledgments, and other sim
lar matter, 10s. per line,

All Notices must be prepaid.

Address Corresponience and Commua
oations to the |[Editor

. O, Box 504,
Bxchangcs to P.O Box1968, Montreal.
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