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. agement of week-day services to which * no-
body goes."” .

Bat, on the other hand, true though it be
that pumbers are not of essential moment, yet
it is well for the members of the flock to con-
sider what wide-reaching bles.ings the Chuxrch’s
worrhip involves, and what they themselves
lose in the way of daily spiritual help by ne-
gleoting week-day prayers. If they had real
faith and were as earnest about religion as they
are about other matters, would not some find
opportunity to attend more constantly than
they do, and would not others attend who now
are never present? It is well worth while to
stop sometimes and look squarely at ourselves.
We get into the habit, first, of making exouses
to ourselves for nonattendance, and then of ao-
cepting those excnses as real and valid. Bata
litile honest scratiny might reduce them sll to
ashes,—Rev. Dr. Parke in North East.

CHRISTIAN FAMILIES.

There oan be neithor happiness nor strength
without submission to lawful aathority,—the
anthority of God as above all, the authority of
man under God, holding power from God, and
therefore to be obeyed. Qae of the maest vain
and foolish ideas of the present day is the fancy
that if people want to be happy they must do

a8 they like, and that we ought all to be free to
do each man what ia right in his own eyes. If
such s state of things sonld be, it would be
simple bitter misery. For of course what was
pleasant to one man would be unpleassnt to
another, and 48 each would waut his own way,
we should have nothing but fighting and quar-
relling. This would not be freedom but law-
lessness. Sach ideas of happiness are not what
the Cburch t.aches us. She says, quoting from
the Bible, ¢ Obey them that have the rule over
you and submit yourselves.”

Do to others 28 you would have them do to
you. Therefore never be ashamed to pgy pro-
per respect to those abovy you, any more than

ou are ashamed to be civil and kind to those

eneath you. There is no degradation in hon-
eat service of any kind. The degradation is in
thinking « urselves too grand to serve. As [
onoe heard it said by & wise mun, * In spite of
all the talk about Iavberty, Fraternity, and
Hquality, we need nono the less * love the
Brothorhood,” hecause we also ¢ fear God,” and
¢ honour the King,"—The G'ospcller.

THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER.

ON Giving.

One of the most remarkable features of the
times in which we live is the extrordinary
multiplioation of associations of Christians
having benevolent objoots in view. Douabtless
meany of our fathers were obaritable, humane,
and philanthropie, and eack, in his own peca-
liar sphere, ministered to the necessities of
those around him. Bat the oharity, like the
labour of individaals, oannot be so effectnal nor
80 extensive as that of & nrociety, and when
sooioties embrace too masany objects. their
efficiency is proportionally diminished. The
pringiple seems to be well understood in the
present day, and every department of charit-
able exertion has its particular aod proper
assooiation, Henoe we have distinot societies
for the relief of orphans and for the cure of the
giok. We have lanatic asylums, hospitals, and
infirmaries. The apiritnal necessities of the
population are- equally the care of particular
institutions. Tho Word of God tcaches us to
pray for * all sorts and conditions of men,” and
our Church puts petitions into our mouths for
every class of mon, whether sufferers or other-
wise, Hence it will follow that oontinually
to pray for the relief of the temporal and
spiritual necessities of men, without making

the slightest effort to assist them, must be in-
consistent or hypooritieal; aund if the epirit
of love, kindness, and good will is diffased
throogh the whole of our Church service, we
canlay no claim to the title of Churchman
unless & like spirit dwell in uws. Many profes-
girg Churchmen wish to maintain the reputa-
tion of liberality and charity, but at the same
time dole out their parsimoniouns gifts with
reluctance, and withhold their aid from maay
objects that need their assistance. It is very
common to meet with a refasal to the call of
oharity under the ples of positive inability and
want of means, from those very persons who
scruple not to squander large sums on excessive
appaiel, snmptuons entertainments, pompous
display, and upnecessary establishments.
“ They. are clothed in fine linen,” they recline
on the lap of ease and self-indulgence, but they
heed not the ory of the poor. They shun the
hovel of distress and suaffering. They cannot
afford to give apy assistance ; or, if the do, they
give grudgingly, forgetting that for every
talent committted to them they must render an
aocount. Qar Church instructs us to pray for
the alleviation of the poverty and misery of our
fellow-crestares, and she intends that we should
accompany our prayers with benevolent
exertions and liberal contribations for the relief
of the objects of our pity.

Withont this correspondence of word and
act our petitions must be considered as wain
and hypocritical, ¢ If a brother or sister be
naked and destitate of daily food, and one of
you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye
warmed and filled ; notwithstanding ye gave
them not those things which are needfal to the
body ; what doth it profit?” (lamesii,) If we
are offering prayers continually to show pity
upon the destitate and needy, and yet accom-

pany those prayers by no contributions of la.

bour or money for their relief, or if we give
gradgingly, what does it profit?.

The actions of our lives should on sll ocea-
sions be consistent witn the professions and
prayers of our lips.

The first five sentences of the Offertory set
forth the general daty of giving, the next six
the specinl duty of snpporting God’s ministers,
and tbe rest the duty of helping those in
need. .

‘Under the law of Moses one-tenth part of all

roduce belonged to Gud, and was given by
(I::rod to the tribe of Levi (Numb. vviii.)

The Jews were taught to give a second tenth
part of their income for the expenses of the
testivals, and every third year they were direct-
ed to set npart & tenth for the poor (Deut. xiv,
28).

'},‘he widow gave her all to God (Luke xxi.
4) '

Znocheus promised to give half of all hus pro-
perty to Goa's poor (Luke xix).

The practice ot having a weekly opportunity
of giving to God through the Offertory is
founded on ancient custom, recommended by
St. Paal ([ Gor. xvi. 3).

In expending what we give, we may follow
the exumple of the Jews, distributing it be-
twoen:

1. The tribe of Levi—i.e., for the support of
the clergy.

2. Religious necessities—i.e., for church ex-
pensos,

3. The poor—i.e., for the support of the sick
and needy.

[Te name of Correspondent mustin all cases be enclosed
witb letter, but will not be published unless desired. Th
Editor will not hold himself responsible, bowever, foran
opinions expressed by Correspondents).

THE CHURCH IN CANADA.

To the Editor of the Church Guardian :
Sie,—If * The Church of England is to be-

come The Church in Canada,” the following is
strange, very strange : * Report of Perth Son-
day-school ‘Asgsociation—in the County (Perth,
Ont.), there are 92 Sunday-schools. Denomi-
nationally they are as follows : Methodist 40 ;
Presbyterian 26 ; German 10; Church of Eng-
land 8 ; Baptists 6 ; Congregationsl 2. By the
above figures it seems as if the Church “ was -
dying out ” of that County at any rate. - *‘ Me-
thodist 40,” from one learn all; they build up
their churches chiefly through their laymen.
Yeours, &o.,
AUDI ALTEEAK PABTEM.

NEWS FROM THE HOME FIELD.
DIOCESE OF MONTREAL.

MonTBEAL,—Grace Church —About twenty
applications for the rectory of Grace Church
were read at a meeting of the Vestry, held for
the election of & successor to the late Canon
Belcher, the applicants being from Quebeo, On-
tario, Nova Sootia, New York, Bermuds, and
the Northwest. Only those from this Diocese,
seven in number, were congidered; and the
Rev. J. Ker, Rector of Darham, was chosen by
a large majority ; the vote being then made
noanimous. Mr. McWood was chairman, and
Mr. Vaux, secretary of the meeting, which was
most harmonious.

St. Stephen's.—A mest pleasant evening was
spent on Wednesday evening in the lectare hall
of St. Stephen’s Chorch. where & capital pro-
gremme was rendered. Archdeacon ]J)Evans oc-
oupied the chair, and after he had made a few
appropriate remarks, the programme was oar-
ried out with honourable mention to each per-
former. Mr. Horsfall sang *The Death of
Nelson ” and “The Village Blacksmith,” and
was followed by Mras Chonnel, who sang ““ The
Palms," with pleasing effect. Mr. Crawford
favoured the audience with a song entitled
“The Diver.” Master Robert Anderson dis-
tingunished himself by pluying two selections on
the violin, which were loudly spplanded. Four
gentlemen sang ' The 1wo Roses,” with parts,
with tarte.” An intermission followed this part
of the programme, aiter which Miss @ainn
played a pano solo, and Mr., R. R. Charlton
sang ‘The River of Years.” Mr. Dann, recited
an oxtract from * The School of Beandal " and
“ Young Lochlayar” in true dramatic style,
meriting the applause he received.

Beororp,—The next mesting of the Bedford
Clerica! Union will be held at West Shefford
on the 26th inst, Discussion ¢' Pastoral Vigi-
tation,"

LaocoLLe.—The annual Missionary meeting
was hold here on the Tih inat. The attendance
was small. Raral Dean Renaud aud the Ruv.
Mr. McManus, of Chambly, were the speakers.
After prayers and some singing. the Dean spoke
at some length on the Algoma M:ssion, and
gave a few very interesting accounts of the
work there; he also spoke of women's workin
the Church ; the good they are dning and they
oould do in guilds, aids ard the Women's Aux-
iliary ; he gave some good practical advice to
the congregation, and ooncluded by requesting
them to meet on the following Wednesday to
discuss the question of again obtawing a resid-
ent clergyman for the Church here,

Mr. R. B. Waterman, a stadent of the Dio-
cesan College, Montreal, has been fulfilling the
dutiea here gince the fall.

The Rev. Mr. McManus spoke of Missionary
work in general, and particalarly he enlarged
npon aud explained from Scripture our daty to
give ihe tenth of our means to be used in God's
gervice ; he quoted from the third chapter of
Malsohi and other parts of the Bible, and slso
told of several instances within his own kaow-
ledge of the blessing attendiog such giving.
We think his words must hxve fallen on some -
good ground, judging by the earnest attention



