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THE “DESTRUCTIVI CRITICISM”
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on which it rests, and remember Who it was Who t called a pupil, a scholar b=fore he commences to
‘Whosoever falleth on this rock shall be ! learn ; so in the case of a Disciple, whoever 1s set
bu* on whomsoever it shall fall it witl grind ! apart, and instituted into the School of Chiist, is

1 Yy T Yooty Tvo C'rirelan' Lias hoe ¢ ‘ : : . fepel e 1 J
Ihe effort of “Destructive Criticisin® s been | him to powder,” and think how many times this called a Disciple from his Baptism. (/lodyes, 198.)

chminate from the Sacreidl Reeord, tha
which it is ne record, an?d las no s
accuracy and rustworthiness,
ceeded Lo i
rtives of the Cr m owndd the Fadl to be Fabies:
the Pentateuch for the most pait o bave been g
compoesition of Babylonian seribes ; that dMoses iy
an ideal personage nnde up of himself, Fackiel,
Jizra, and others , that Abgaham, Isaac, and Ruth,
not o mention others, are myths? that David did
not fight Goliath, thai Elijah is a legendary char-
acter, and that Isaiak is not one man but twa,
Sarely this is “lestructive” cnough, Yes; bu
unfortunstely for the crilios, it s “destrualive” ©
e paper; wnd rewinds ws of that famous
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in which the battle and the victory were describedy €y, not enly i g Ly :
of 2 covenant relation, bt ol formally scaling and

with the greatest  circumstantiality, but which
ought to have been sent from the opposite camp
after the event,

The truth of Scripture has Leen “destroyed,”
according to the crities, hundreds aml theusands
of times; but it siill lives nevertheless, and the
only sighs of “destruction” are those which are
apparent in the enemy’s ranks.  The Word of Gon
remains intact, and exerts its vitalising influence
over millions.

DBut where are the various Schouls which could
only live out their little day by attackingil?
Verily, the ablest defenders of Holy Writ have not
done it half the service against ils enemics that
those enemies have themselves  accompiished.
Where are Yeuerbach, Baur, Strauss, and ther
theories, by each of which Christianity was threat-
ened with a speedy dissolution ? - As Zlhe Spectator
wiscly said the other day, “like revolutions gencral-
ly, the crizical revolution is busily engaged in
devouring its own children.  Already those who
were in the van a dozen years ago are superseded
and out of date. Such names as Fwald, Schrader,
and Dillman have become the Girondins of a new
advance which has found its Robespierre in Well-
hausen.”

The passion of these critics for destruction, not
Leing gratified by impossible assaults on religion,
has at length found fitting occupation in the anni-
hilation of their parents, grandparents, and near
relations.  Professor Wellhausen's turn will come
next, and the forthcoming critical schoal will show
him and bLis wild theories the same mercy that he
has shown to his predecessors,

What is the proper attitnde ol the Church to-
wards the “destructive criticism ?”  Threc courses
are open : to make friends with it; to attack it ;
and to leave it alone.

To make fricuds with it, will be to repest the old
mistake of “liberal” theologians all the world over.
The concessions required at the outset logically in-
volve the concession of everything distinetive in
Supernatural Religion. The Britons conceded
Kent to the Saxons. [t was only a little strip of
territory ; what was left was ample for all British
requirements.  But we know the rest,

To attack it, as we have seen, is perfectly super-
fluous. It will destroy itself if left alone ; and this
luter is the course we advocate. It can only
thrive through notoriety.  I.et the Church look to
its own “lamps, pitchers, and trumpets,” and main-
tain its unshaken confidence in the Rock of Ages

it “"}”"“_“l i propheey has been fulfilled.—Selectod.
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COVENANES AND GRACE FOR INFANTS.
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‘) “The vonsent and  custon
| theories of the prefoindest authars on the censti-
tuiion of human society, coeur in the aliirmation,
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coming partivs to o Civil Contract.

The Divincly proseribed usage of the
Charely, the antire conqent of the Uhvisting
and with but few cxeaptions all porofuss
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satisfying that covenant.’!  (Rere Saml. Scabiry,
YONSN

“Infants are made members of both the Fanuly
and State, witheut their knowledge or consent;
and are bound to obey the laws of hoth. It is the
practice of mankind in both these Societics 1o act
for children, promise for them, and train them as
they think proper.  Now, il Gop hasso cons ituted
these two Divine Societies, we may infer, as to the
third Society of Gov's appeintment, the Church,
that Infants become members of it also, without
their knowledee and consent”  rse D0 Cl T es
fon, S Cateclism on the Cligre/” Less. xxiv.)

“Of such is the kingdom of Gon. (St. Luke
xvili. 16.)

“Of these, ¢ ~., little children, is My (Christ’s)
kingdom here on cavth.” (Reeo L S0 Fuller,
&Ll ron,” p. 8a.)

“We find, in St. Matt. xix. 13, the first founda-
tion of Christian Baptism, in the giving a spiritual
gt to Infants,

“They did not bring little children to our
Saviour to be cured of any disease, but to receive
a spiritual blessing, which they Delieved would re-
sult from llis putting Iis hands on them with
prayer. ‘This was taught them Dby the ancient
custom of laying on of hands. (Rew. C. L. Jall,
DD S Notes on Hhe Gospeds,” 1. 217.)

“Infants are part of the Church of Gon; they
arc the sheep of Christ and bLelong to His flock.
\Why should they not bear the mark of Christ?
T'hey have the promisc of salvation, why should
they not receive the scal wherehy it is confirmed
untothem.! (Bishop fewell  Woeks /1. 1105

“Ihe habit of faith which afterwards doth conme
with years is but a farther building up of the same
edifice, the frst foundation of which was laid by the
Sacrament of Baptism. . . . Till we come to actual
belicf, the very Sacrament of faith is a shicld as
strong aftcr this the faith of the Sacrament
against all contending powers. . . . 1f, without any
foar or scruple we may account them and term
them believers, only for their outward prolession’s
sake, which iawardly are farther from faith than
infants, why not infanls much more at the time of
their solemn initiation by Baptism the Sacrament
of faith, whereunto they not only conceive nothing
opposite, but have also thai grace given them,
which is the first and most effectual cause ont of
whiclh our buliel growetn?” (fovker, Book V. ch
Leie. Quoted froue dwugustine.)
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as soun as bors, are capable of be- s grapment is phinly parailed 5 the answer of a good
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“Some 1y that Baptism cannot be salutary to
lnfants, who cannot make the answer of a good
conscience.  To this 1 answer, that St. Paul saith
that the true Circumcision before Gon s not the
youtward  ircumcision of the flesh, Luat the internal
I Circumeision ot the heart and spirit. (Sam. 11
2g.)  But will any hence argne. that Jewish In-
fants for want of this were not 1o be admitted into
Covenant with Gon by Circumcision?  And yet the
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conscivnce is tequired  that the Daptism may he

fewish | salutary 5 therefure they oaly are 1o be baptized

who can make this answer ; oid the nward Cir-
cumcision of the heart is required as the only #e-
coptab'e Chomineision in the sight off Gon, there-
Fore they only should be circuincized, who have
this inward Circumcision ef the heart.™  (Ree D
Whithy Neww destument Compent. 968.)
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IS FOR MEN ALSO.

RELIGION
Most men prefer their wives and dnughters to he
members of the Church, Unless they happen to be
50 pious that their piety interferes with my lord’s
pleasure, he rather thinks it o right and proper
thing for women.  Dut, #s we read Gon's Word,
man was made in the image of Gob, and wonian s
the glory of man.  Gon expects more from man
than H¢ does from woman.  Ile should be to her
an example of goodness and purity and picty that
she could look up to, and in so doing be aided to
the Eternal Kingdom.  [lere is an able-bodied man
that can work six days in the week, hul is too weak
to walk to church on Sundays ; or, if he geis there,
the service and sermon are voted a bore. The
woman, who is termed the “weaker vessel,” can
stand up and say her creed and kneel down and
say her prayer; but he, the lord of creation, Lhe
image of Gou, can do nothing but suffer. This
specimen of Gou's image had Dbetter do a littie
thinking for himself. 1le will not be lierc many
years longer ; will have to go forth some of these
days, and there will be no wife to wait on him or
help him ; will go forth a stranger into a strange
country, and at the appointed time will have 1o
stand up; can no longer loll and vote Christ's
S:rvice a bore; will have to stand up before the
Christ he was ashamed of and account to Him for
the way he lived, for what ke did and for what he
did not.  Certain is it2  As certain as the sunrise.
And no thought on the subject ; no concern j pras-
sing through life as a dumb beast, without reilec-
tion ! O man made in the image of Gon, redecme
by the precicus blood of Christ, bestir yourself and
act as one who must soon give an accouut to the
Righteous Judge.—Svuthere Churchmen.
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A cornuspoxvENT of the New York /feradd nsks
“Is there a society in New York for the advance-
ment of the physical and woral well being ol man,
and what are the conlitions requisite {u cater the
same > Wha will give the required information ¥

Ans.—The Protestant Lpiscopal Church in the
Diocese of New York., The conditions of entrance
are “Iajth in the Lord Jesus Christ,” and “tho
sacraments of baptism, and Lord’s Supper, as gen-

erally neeessary to salvation.”



