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JPoetrp.
THE FIG-TREE.

Some time ago, and yonder tree
‘Waved in the light breeze gloriously ;
And to the morning sun display’d
Proudly its amplitude of shade.

Say, then, what storm, what sudden blast,
‘With poison’d breath has o’er it pass’d,
That thus like shrivell’d scroll it shews,
With wither'd leaves and drooping boughs ?

Each flow’r sleeps peacefal on its stem,
Each spray the pendant dew-drops gem ;
How, then, should sudden blast or storm
Have ravag'd thus its stately form?

It was His word, who spake at first
Creation into life :—he curs'd
That fated tree! the spell of power
It own’d, and wither’d in an hour.

And what provok’d the doom severe ?
Its trunk was firm ; its bonghs were fair ;
Its leaves in gold and emeralds shone :
He sought for fruit—but fruit was none.

Ah! who so blind as not to read
A fearful meaning in the deed ?
On me, on all, a searching eye
Is bent in awful scrutiny.

‘What, if within these hearts of ours,

For fruit, it sees but leaves or flow’rs ?
‘Ah! who may tell how long the doom
Shall threaten ere its thunders come!

Auwhile, at mercy’s earnest suit,

7 .‘ " Q’W of justice may be mute;

: ever will sho shesthe her sword,
e ‘man— tho werm |=«dtfies the Lord!

Oh! strong to punish, strong to save !
How long shall we thy fury brave?
How long? till thou thyself imbue
Each callous heart with heavenly dew.

Hast thou not said, in wilds forlorn
The myrtle shall supplant the thorn?
Fulfil thy promise—then shall we
Yield fruits of holiness to Thee.
Spirit of the Woods.

A Sermox, addressed to the Young, preached in St.
John's Church, Peterboro’, on Sunday, January 5,
1840, by the Rev. C. T. Wade, A.M., Rector of that
Church, and published at the request of his congrega-
tion.

Eccresiastes xi. 13.— Childhood and youth are vanity.”

Not without a deep conviction of my own weakness ;
Tot without an anxious desire for your eternal interests ;
Not without supplications to the throne of grace, on your

and my own, do I this day, beloved brethren,
®and before you, to fulfil (as God may enable me) with
affectionate fidelity and plainness, the duty which at our

t meeting, I imposed on myself; viz., to address my-

more especially to the younger portion of my hear-
€. But not to these alone will the subject chosen have
xclusive reference; for if principles be established, as
dining to the young, they stand with increased power
application to those more advanced in life; princi-
« S which, with their accompanying practices, have
8rown with their growth, and strengthened with their
Ngth,” unless the Spirit of God has interposed to
%“[‘.teract and to subdue them. May then every heart
S In prayer, for the presence and teaching of that holy
"PIrit of trath ! This opening Sabbath of a year we meet
Sether, as a congregation of sinners.  Ere such another
“Volution of time occurs, many of us may meet as in-
Mates of the world of spirits :  God grant that the spirit
feelings with which we this day speak and hear, may
0 rise up in judgment against us! Very simple,
!etvel‘y‘ striking, is this short recorded truth of Solomon ;
Childhood and youth are vanity."”
arating it from its connection with the context,
. © Would view it as an isolated truth; and very affect-
Y does it describe the state and character of man by

Ure : man born in sin, man unrenewed in the spirit of

Mind, man unconverted by the grace of God.
declaration is not the effusion of a disappointed
s not the raving of an enthusiast or fanatic; it is
Tesult of an enlightened judgment, of matured expe-
¢, of deep reflection and knowledge of the world, as
::d as of a pious man. It is the testimony of one, who
drained to the dregs the cup of pleasure, and at the
& of a lengthened life inscribed upon his path, “All

Vanity and vexation of spirit.”

Tam well aware, my brethren, that I this day shall
“don very tender ground. I think that unpleasant re-
tions will be awakened, and possibly that some will
oﬁ:ended. There is nothing to please and gratify, in
Picture of human corruption, in the delineation of hu-
‘?‘l guilt. On the contrary, it is quite natural that
‘e and prejudice will be stirred up—all the natural
fe‘e‘ gs enlisted—to deny, to oppose, to modify the hu-
Diliating testimony which the Word and Spirit of God
he":ohceming the depravity which characterizes the
to and life of fallen man. Yet, am I, on this account,

Shrink from a solemn duty ? Am I to compromise the

hof God? Shall I whisper smooth things, and pro-
:::y g?ceits, saying * Peace, peace, when there is no

the

; l}ﬂther would I, in love to your souls, not in the Pha-
oy C spirit, say “ Stand off, I am holier than thou,”—
M““sht, I trust of God, to know the evils of my own

't and ways, and praying that, while abounding abo-
.h“‘olls are disclosed to view, “where sin abounds,
tiag may much more abound;’’ rather would Iin Chris-
M‘We hold up before you the mirror of truth,—* that

Which is a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the

llm-y of his people Israel,’—which reflects us, not accor-
: 810 the estimate of our own self-love, or the partial
":&nent of friends and relatives, but as we stand, naked

. OPen, in His view, “to whom all hearts be open, all
w8 known, and from whom no secrets are hid.”
fa Childhood and youth are vanity."””—We propose first
Q“’e the origin of this vanity, at once the mark and
i °f.youth and childhood; secondly, to exhibit it
tg o OFits varied workings and windings ; and thirdly,
ﬁt out the remedy which the Word of God pre-
oagg And oh! while in humble faith the bread is
M“POH the waters, may it return after many days;
Md‘yl and years after that the lips of the preacher
be closed in the silence of the tomb!
© Spring and source of the vanity spoken of is sin :
‘*?:ed not tell you, how sin brought death into the
the im:;d all our woe. Very glorious and beautiful was

&h ¢ with which man was invested, when he came

the _hands of the Creator: *“God created man in

‘d:”{:‘ Image, in the image of God created he him;”

Y comparing things spiritual with spiritual, we

learn that the features of that image consisted of Know-
ledge, Righteousness, and Tmmortality.

Adam stood in Eden, the federal head and represen-
tative of the human race, happy, holy, immortal ; free to
stand, free to fall; one command only, the test of his
obedience, his gratitude, his love; while a curse, invol-
ving most momentous consequences, was denounced
against transgression. ~ Yielding to the suggestions of
the tempter, he departed from the commandment of God,
and, as the Spirit by St. Paul has testified, “ by one man’s
disobedience many were made sinners”, that is, all the
world. Very instantaneous, very dreadful were the ef-
fects of that transgression. * The heart, the intellect,
the will, the affections, underwent an immediate change.
Ignorance and darkness of mind usurped the seat of
knowledge ; love became rooted enmity; to holiness
succeeded corruption, defiling the whole man, body and
soul; its poison rankling in the entire system, and spread-
ing its contagious influence to his latest posterity. A
threefold death seemed involved in the terms of the curse,
“in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely
die’; and such a death did in fact throw its shades
around him, who till then had been immortal.”

“ The seeds of decay, disease, and death were sown in
his frame ; he became a dying creature; his spiritual
life became extinet; ©he died to God,'—because dead
in trespasses; and eternal death, ‘the wages of sin’,
threw open to his sight his terrific portals: ‘ By one man
sin entered into the world, and death by sin. "’

Thus did the image and glory of God become oblite-
rated. It has been said by some writer, “God nceded
not to take away what was lovely, and amiahle, and ex~
cellent in man; by ti&foree of sin it died ; and if now
we discern the features of holiness, or moral excellence
in a fallen creature ; if aught but vanity be traced in
childhood, or youth, or age, it is a new grant from God ;
it flows from the introduction of a new principle, the
work of the Holy Ghost ; renewing man in the spirit of
his mind; and until that great, that necessary change,
that change, without which no son or daughter of Adam
shall see the Lord; until that shall take place, we all
walk according to the flesh, in the imagination of the
heart, after other Gods.” Yes; soon as sin had extin-
guished holy light and love, man Hastened to fill up that
vivid description of the apostle, ¢ carnal, sensual, devil-
ish.” The polluted mind soon hecame an active agent,
to minister to the corruption, and to supply fuel to feed
the varied lusts and passions of sinful man. From a pa-
rent, thus fallen and debased, what could be transmitted
or bequeathed to the child ? what but guilt and wretch-
edness, condemnation and pollution? *Who can bring a
clean thing out of an unclean?® Tence it is briefly but
emphatically noted by the Spirit, that ¢ Adam begat a
son in his own likeness, after his image ;" a son partaking
in all the guilt, in all the consequences of his parents’
crime. Thus from man to man descended a sinful na-
ture; a nature void of wisdom, void of holiness; a na-
ture foolish, ungodly, vain.”

To this, in countless passages, does the Word of God
direct us. “God made man upright, but they sought
out many inventions;” “that which is born of the flesh
is flesh;” “every imagination of his heart is evil conti-
nually.”? To the same truth testify the most zealous
servants of God inevery age: “in me,” says St. Paul,
“that is in my flesh, dwelleth no good thing’’ ; and Da-
vid, yet more emphatically ascribing its influence as ex-
tending to the infant yet unborn, says, “ Behold Iwas
shapen in iniquity, and in sin did my mother conceive
me.”  Hence perhaps sprang the necessity for the mi-
raculous conception of the seccond Adam; the Redeemer
of his people from sin and death; that no taint of hu-
man corruption might cleave to him; that he might be
pre-eminently * holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate
from sinners.’  Thus did the angel declare to His mo-
ther, “the Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the
power of the Highest shall overshadow thee; therefore
also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be
called the Son of God.”

Brethren, have you ever seriously stopped, thus to view
yourselves in the glass of God’s unchanging truth? Have
you ever regarded yourselves, every one of you,—whe-
ther in youth or age,—as 11\’ing monuments of corrup-
tion? Have you ever mourned ovyer, been humbled for,
and sought deliverance from this low and lost estate ?
On every one of you is inscribed in legible characters,
“born in sin, a child of wrath!” -

We are sure that there are in childhood, in youth, in
age, many monuments of “ the grace of God.” We no
doubt have seen that that grace which was manifested in
Josiah, and Timothy, and John the Baptist, often exhi~
bits its power, so as almost to verify with literal truth,
“ out of the mouth of babes and sucklings thou hast per-
fected praise.”” Buf the gedly child, the pious youth,
contrasted with the multitudes around them, are of such
rare occurrence, that a more solemn and deepened im-
portance seems to attach to the declaration of Solomon,
—* Childhood and youth are vanity.”

Yes! it is a melancholy truth ;—* sin reigns in fallen
man.’ The babe that rests upon the mother's lap, in
infant loveliness, may smile unconscious of the guilt and
pollution he is heir to: and if, in infancy, he were sum-
moned hence, we doubt not he would mount on cherub’s
wings, to lisp the praises of his Redeemer; but let him
step but a little way into life, unvisited by God’s renew-
ing grace, and in what fearful characters shall he soon
read, that “ childhood and youth are vanity !’

Thus, placing on a scriptural basis the source of the
evil; thus, identifying it with the sin of our nature, we
are prepared more easily to discern its influence, and
to mark, as proposed,

2. Some of its operations.—And here the great diffi-
culty is to select, from the painful mass of evidence,
which lies before us; to group, as it were, within the
prescribed outline of one or two such discourses as the
present, the various exhibitions of that vanity that at-
taches to youth and childhood. Tt would seem, how-
ever, that we may ascribe to it a two-fold influence ; we
may consider it as ¢ working within and without” :—
within it affects the thoughts; without it manifests it-
self in a variety of ways,—in the words and ways of
youth and childhood. = We, first, would briefly mark its
inward operation. We seek not in you, my younger
brethren, for that sobriety of judgment and demeanour,
which belongs to riper years; yet would we, under God's
direction, aim to stem the tide of folly, over which the
reflecting and serious observer cannot but mourn.  “The
Lord knoweth the thoughts of man, that they are vanity.”
“ Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child”’ : and
Solomon says “I looked among the simple ones, and be-
hold young men void of understanding.”’

Very willingly, on this part of my subject, would I ap-
peal to yourselves. Without fearing the result, I would

receive you as judges in your own case; does not your
experience accord with the unerring Word of God ? If
for a moment you pause wpon your way to think, what
are the subjects of your reflections ? Are you engaged
about the things that make for peace ? or about the vain
and empty concerns of a world that  lieth in wicked-
ness’’ and the fashion of which “ passeth away ?” These
are serious subjects net ill suited to employ “a dying
creature” ; these are serious subjects too well calculated
to engage “an immortal spirit’  Is it of little moment
to recollect “that you are sinners” ; that this is a faith-
ful saying, “for if we be dead with him, we shall also live
with him” ? Is it of little interest that * ye must be born
again’’—* Except ye répent ye shall all likewise perish”
—¢He that believeth not is condemned already, because
he hath not believed in the name of the only begotten
Son of God ?”

Oh! if youare indifferent to the world to which you
arc hastening, unmoved by the love, unawed by the fear
of God; how U“b“’keﬂ;S the chain of folly which binds
youl” “The beginning of wisdom is the fear of the
Lord” ; but I know that thoughts like these not often in-
trude themselves upon the minds of youth and childhood :
other views, and other thoughts engage them; thoughts,
resulting from, and ¢onfinuing to feed, that spirit of va-
nity of which we aré Speaking. Yes, young friends,
yours is the bewitching season of life, that teems with
thoughts more bright, aad prospects, in your idea, far less
gloomy. Buoyant witlispirits, clate with hope, you en-
ter on the spring of lify, the halcyon day of peace and
enjoyment, The heaf swells high with joyous antici-
pations ;  the lively il tian, the excited feelings, the
unimpaired health, point to indulgence; gay compa-
nions invite; the syren voice of pleasure woos; she
decks herself in her most fascinating garb; she puts
forth her most attractive forms; she disguises the bitter-
ness that mingles with the draught; conceals all the
poisonous ingredients that rankle in her cup; to gratify
sense is her end and aim. 'The proverb, to which we
cannot but ascribe the extremeof folly, seems to exhibit
its sad reality, “ Youth for pleasure, age for business, old
age for religion.”” Reason and reflection are cast aside ;
religion is an unwelcome visiter, entering only to damp
enjoyment, to interrupt the daj-dream of happiness and
bliss. Can folly, more pitiabe, arrest our view? can
vanity be embodied in a more striking, a more melan-
choly form? But the objector £ops me; he reminds me
of many remarkable exceptions; he whispers, “ not all
in youth are thus tainted withvanity; thus unreflecting ;
thus devoted to pleasure.”” Gladly doT admit the truth.
Fix your notice upon this and that one more seriously
disposed, more sober-minded,more intellectual, to whom,
from natural or educational ias, pleasure is more dis-
tasteful; yet is such a one .ess under the sway of sin?
is vanity less predominant inthe heart? By no means:
unless the Spirit of God s communicated that new
principle, which is at once tle germ, and the earnest of
eternal life ; unless “that soul is born again’’, and actu-
ated by the incorruptible seel which abideth ever, the
unconverted child or youth, that speaks of better things,
can manifest nought but vanty, in thought and word ;
for the views of such are not founded on the Word of
God; not directed by the Spiit of God; and quite re-
pugnant to the truth of God: else did the Spirit err,
which said by Paul, ¢ the natual man receiveth not the
things of the Spirit of God.””

The salvation of the Bible embraces a believing view
of God the Saviour, an intimate union with Christ Jesus,
constant communion of grace, :nd help and comfort out
of His fulness, increased conformity to His image, and
if these enfer not experimentaly into the views of “a
saved sinner,” be he in youth, or childhood, or age, he is
vain; his thoughts, his hopes, arcindeed vanity itself.

Thus establishing the existence of the ruling power
of this evil principle, even in those sons and daughters of
Adam, who appear in the most lovely colours, as natu-
rally moral, amiable, and estimable, but are not yet born
anew of the Holy Ghost, we would proceed to examine
how vanity develops itself in the outer man. *“Asaman
thinketh in his heart,”” says Job, “so iz he.” Hence
does this evil, nursed within, rush with impetuous tide to
defile the words and ways. To its exercise and opera-
tions, in its least malignant forms, we cannot at any great
length advert. Connected with it are all those things,
which the tco indulgent parent is ready to palliate, and
regard as foibles only in his' child. We cannot but see
and mourn over, the evil tempers of childhood, the sul-
lenness, obstinacy, and disobedience, the workings of
pride, and hatred, and envy, in the nurslings of our care.
It is true, well directed parental admonition, and judi-
cious correction, and affectionate reasoning, often avail
to restrain, to modify, and to contract the power of na-
tive depravity. Yet all ar the workings of that corrupt,
that sinful nature, which nought but the grace of God,
called down by the faith a1d prayers of the believing pa-
rent, can effectually subdue ; and ye, that are professing
Christian parents, I put it to your consciences, whether
these open and manifest workings of sin often humble
you on your knees at the throne of mercy, carrying to
Jesus the suit of the chilg “have mercy on me, Lord,
thou son of David, my sonljeth at the point of death.”

But as childhood ripens into youth, the increasing in-
fluence of evil is manifest. 7The waste of precious time
“the idle words, every one of which must be accounted
for'” ; the foolish jesting which is not convenient ;' the
mockery of sacred things; the pride of person, of dress,
of intellect, of external advantages ; these, in childhood,
or youth, or age; are to be referred to that same evil prin-
ciple of vanity. € must turn from this to its darker
and deeper traits, as developed in childhood; and how
justly said the inspired apogtle “the tongue is an unruly
member, a world of iniquity; and it is set on fire of hell.””

For who is the parent, who sinks not appalled at the
open records of infant guilt? well may the tear bedew
his cheek, and the sigh rend his breast, when scarcely
does he move from his door, ere the little offspring of pa-
rents, Christian by name and profession, offer to his view
the multiplied forms, the varied malignity of sin. Into
what street do We turn, where little mouths, like open
sepulchres, emit not all that is foul, filthy, polluting and
unclean? Who can tell the blagphemous uses of the name
of Christ and God? Who can count the damnations im-
precated on others and themsclves ? Who shudders not
at the oaths and curses, which cast around a moral wi-
thering and blight 7 It may be that they know not the
meaning, are unconsclous of the guilt; that they but echo
and repeat 1anguage, to which their ears were accustomed
in the domestic circle.  Butoh! parents and christians,
each one rises to be recorded in the book of God's re-
membrance ; andz if mercy arrest not the fulfilment, on
every carse will light, with fearful force, that denuncia-
! tion of wrath, “he loved not blessing, therefore shall it

it come unto him.”

And of falsehood, in its numerous forms, how shall T
speak ? When parents, and masters, and heads of fami-
lies, and mistresses, not only by ezample; but too oftéi by
precept, encourage it in their children and servants,—
when it is palliated by thie usages of society, and so little
regarded by its more influential members! ¥t seems al-
most hopeless to rouse childhood to a sense of its evil :
well has some writer on this subject said * truth, simple
truth, seems to have found wings, and taken her flight
from our lower world.”” 8o varied até the modes of de-
ception, so multiplied the channels in which lies are
framed, fed, and circulated by childhood, and youth, and
age, that midnight would throw her shades aroand us,
ere the subject were exhausted.

We would then but remind you, in the Word of God,
that the slightest departure from truth, constitutes us
liars before God.  And who is the parent of such? Even
he who was a liar from the beginning. What shall be
the doom of such ? ¢ All liars shall have their part in the
lake which burneth with fire and brimstone.””  If infants
in years be then giants in sin, how suitable the prayer of
David; “remove far from me the way of lying; put
away from me all vanity; sct a watch before my lips,
and be looking at the root of the evil” ; with the faith
and humility of the same royal Psalmist, to say, * Create
in me a clean heart, (b God, and renew a right spirit
within me.”

ORIGIN OF MORMONISM.
From k. Bosion Recorder.

Mr. Editor,—As the pastor of the Congregational church and
society in this town, I have had occasion to come in contact with

to make inquiries relative to its origin, progress, and, so far as
they have any, the peculiar sentiments of its votaries. My ob-
ject in this has been, as a faithful pastor, so far as possible, to

be far from him; he delighted in cursing, therefore shall

| particularly noticed by the people. and could he easily recognised

by them. Mr. Solomon Spaulding had a brother, Mr. Jobn Spauld-
ing, residing in the place at the time, who was perfectly familiar
with the work, and repeatedly heard the whole of it read.

From New Salem we removed to Pittsburg, Pa. Here Mr.
Spaulding found an acquaintance and friend, in the person of Mr.
Patterson, an editor of a newspaper. He exhibited hiis manuseript
to Mr. Patterson, who was very much pleased with it, and bor-
rowed it for perusal. He retained it for a long time, and informed
Mr. Spaulding that if he would make out a title-page and pre-
face, he would publish it, and it might be a source of profit.
This Mr. Spaulding refaséd t5 do, for reasons which I cannot
now state. Sidney Rigdon, who has figured so largely in the
history of the Mormons, was at that time connected with the
printing office of Mr. Patterson, as is well known in that region,
and as Rigdon himself has frequently stated. Here he had am-
ple opportunity to become acquainted with Mr. Spaulding's
manuseript, and copy it if he chose. It was a matter of noto-
riety and interest to all who were connceted with the printing
establishment. At length the manuscript was returned to its
author, and soon after we removed to Amity, Washington coun-
ty, Pa., where Mr. Spanlding deceased in 1816, The manuscript
then fell into y hands, and was carefully preserved. It has
frequently been examined by my daughter, Mrs. McKenstry, of
Monson, Mass., with whom I now reside, and by other friends.
After the “Book of Mormon™ came out, a copy of it was taken to
New Salem, the place of Mr. Spanlding’s former residence, and the
very place where the * Munusc%t Found” waswritten. A woman
preacher appointed a meeting there, and in the meeting read and
repeated copious extracts from the “ Book of Mormon.” The
historical part was immediately recognised by all the older in-

habitante. aq fhe identical wosk 6f My, Spaulding, in which they
had been so deeply interested years before. Mr. John Spaulding

was present, who is an eminently pious man, and recognised per-

Mormonism in its grossest forms. Consequently I have been led |

Jectly the work of his brother. He was amazed and afflicted that
it should have been perverted to so wicked a purpose. His grief
found vent in a flood of tears, and he arosc on the spot and ex-
pressed in the meeting his sorrow and regret that the writings of

arrest the progress of what I deem to be one of the rankest de-
lusions ever palmed on poor human nature. However, not sup-
posing the readers of the Recorder would be intercsted in the
detdils of Mormonism in general, Isend you for publication in
your valuable periodical the following communication, as a
paper of unusual importance, giving a certified, sufficiently well
attested, and true account of the “Book of Mormon,” or “ Gol-
den Bible,” as it is sometimes called, on which the whole system
mainly depends.  And here perhaps it should be said, that the
leaders of the delusion pretend that the book was dug out of the
earth, where it had been deposited for many centuries; that it
was written on certain metallic plates, in a peculiar character or
hieroglyphic; that the finder, a man of money-digging memory,
who was accustomed to look into the ground by the aid of a pe-
culiar stone was in a similar manner enabled to read and translate
it I—Hence what is sometimes called the Mormon Bible. But

not such its origin according to the following communication,
The occasion of the communication coming into my hands is
as follows. Having heard incidentally that there was a lady in
Monson, Mass., whose husband, now dead, was the author of
the book, I requestedin & note Rev. D. R. Austin, principal of
Monson Academy, to obtain of her, for my benefit, and to be
used as I should think proper, a certified account of its origin
with her husband, for the chavacter of which lady I wished the
venerable Dr. Ely and himself to avouch. The following highly
satisfactory document came in reply.
You are requested to insert it in the Recorder, not so much be-
cause it will interest the majority of your readers, but that the facts
well attested may be laid np in memory, and the number of your
paper containing them being kept, may afford the means to an
enlightened community to refute so great an imposition on the
world. T would not only respeetfully bespeak its publication in
the Recorder, but in other papers; I would it were pubﬁsﬁed
throughout the land ; for many Mormons are straggling through-
out the country endeavoring to propagate their notions ; and with
some success, with a peculiar ¢lass of people. The origin of this
pretended revelation being thus completely authenticated, may
save many minds from delusion, fanaticism, and ruin.
respectfully.

Holliston, April8, 1839,

Yours
Joux SToRMS.

ORIGIN OF THE “BOOK OF uonuou,”‘ OR GOLDEN BIBLE.”

As this book has excited much attention and has been put by a
certain new sect in the place of the sacred Scriptures, I deem it
a duty whieh I owe to the public, to state what I know touching
its origin. That its claims to a divine origin are wholly unfound-
ed, needs no proof to a mind unperverted by the grossest delu-
sions, That any sane person should rank it higher than any
other merely human composition, is a matter of the greatest as-
tonishment; yet it is received as divine by some who dwell in en-
lightened New Englaud, and evon by those who have sustained
the character of devoted Christians. Learning recently that
Mormonism had found its way into a chureh in Massachusetts,
and has impregnated some of its members with its gross delusions,
so that excommunication has been necessary, I am determined
to delay no longer in doing what I can to strip the mask from this
mother of sin, and to lay open this pit of abominations.

Rev. Solomon Spaulding, to whom I was united in marriage in
early life, was a graduate of Dartmouth College, and was distin-
guished for & lively imagination and a great fondness for history,
At the time of our marriage he resided in Cherry Valley N. Y.
From this place we removed to New Salem, Ashtabula county,
Ohio ; sometimes called Conneaut, as it is situated on the Con-
neaut Creek. Shortly after our removal to this place his health
sunk, and he was laid aside from aetive labors. In the town of
New Salem there are numerons mounds and forts, supposed by
many to be the dilapidated dwellings and fortifications of a
race now extinet. These ancient relics arrest the attention of
the new settlers and become objects of research for the curious.
Numerous implements wore found, and other articles evincing
great skill inthe arts. Mr. Spaulding being an educated man
and pnssionately fond of history, took a lively interest in these
developments of antiquity ; andin order to beguile the hours of
retirement, and furnish employment for his lively imagination,
he conceived the idea of giving a historical sketch of this long lost
race. 'Their extreme antiquity of course would lead him to write
in the most ancient style, and as the Old Testament is the most
ancient book in the world, he imitated its style as nearly as pos-
sible. His sole object in writing this historical romance was to
amuse himself and his neighboﬂ_ This was about the year 1812.
Haull’s surrender at Detroit occurred near the same time, and I
recollect the date well from that circumstance. As he progressed
in his narrative, the neighbors would come in from time to time
to hear portions read, and a great interest in the work was ex-
cited among them. Tt claimed to have been written by one of
the lost nation and to have been recovered from the earth, and as-
sumed the title of “ Manuseript Found.” The neighbors would
often inquire how Mr. Spaulding progressed in deciphering “ the
manuscript,” and when he had a sufficient portion prepared he
would inform them, and they would assemble to hear it read.
He was enabled from his acquaintance with the clagsics and an-

cient history, to introduce many singular names, which were

his sainted brother should be used for a purpose so vile and shock-
ing.—The excitement in New Salem became .so gréat that the in-
habitants had a meeting, and deputed Dr. Philastus Hurlbut, one
of their number, to repair to this place, and to obtain from me the
original manuscript of Mr. Spaulding, for the purpose of com-
paring it with the Mormon Bible, to satisfy their own minds, and
to prevent their friends from embracing an error so delusive.
This was in the year 1834. Dr. Hurlbut brought with him an
introduction, and request for the manuscript, which was signed
by Messrs. Henry Lake, Aaron Wright, and others, with all
whom I was acquainted, as they were my neighbors when I re-
sided at New Salem.

Tam sure that nothing could grieve my husband more, were
he living, than the use which has been made of his work. The
air of antiquity which was thrown about the composition, doubt-
less suggested the idea of convreting it to purposes of delusion.
Thus an historical romance, with the addition of a few pious ex-
pressions and extracts from the sacred Scriptures, has been con-
strued into a new Bible, and palmed off upon a company of poor,
deluded fanatics as divine. I have given the previous brief nar-
ration, that this work of deep deception and wickedness may be
searched to the foundation, and the author exposed to the con=
tempt and execration he so justly deserves.

Marmpa Davinsow.

Rev. Solomon Spaulding was the first husband of the narrator
of the above history.—Since his decease, she has been married to
a second husband by the name of Davidson. She is now residing
in this place, isa woman of irreproachable character, and a hum-
ble Christian, and her testimony is worthy of implicit confidence.

A. Ery, D.D,,
Pastor of Cong. Church in Monson.
D. R. AvsTiv,
Principal of Monson Academy.
Monson, Mass,, April 1, 1839,

THE SLAYING OF THE WITNESSES.

The slaying of the witnesses, which T understand not so much
in a literal sense, or of a corporal death; though there may be
many slain in thissense when it will be ; but in a civil sense, with
respect to their ministry, being silenced by their enemies‘ and
neglected by their friends. This is an affair thatis not yet over.
Some have thought that it is, and that the prophecy of it had its
accomplishment in the burning of the Protestants in Queen
Mary’s time, which lasted about three years and a half, or, ae-
cording to others, in King James the Sccond’s reign, which was
about such a length of time. But this is not at all likely, sinee
then the witnesses had liberty granted them to prophecy. Tt is
more likely that it should be fulfilled in the case of the Protestants
of the valley of Piedmont, who were driven out from thence for
non-conformity to the Romish religion, by the duke of Savey;
and who recalled and re-established them by an edict just three
years and a half after. But these instances, with others which
are proposed, were only hints or pledges of what is hercafter to
be done. These were at most only partial slayings of the wit-
nesses ; whereas this will be universal. It will not be in our place
only, but every where wherever there are any. Besides the out-
ward court must be given to the Gentiles ere the witnesses, which
are in the outward court, can be come at and slain,—which is not
yet done. ‘The Gentiles are the Papists; the outward court is
the bulk of the Reformed Churches, which will fall into the hands
of the Papists again. Since the Reformation was at a stand,
and things have been upon the decline, the papists have got ground,
and regaived some part of the outward court, as in Germany,
Poland, &c. But they have not as yet got the whole into their
hands, as they will and which they must, ere they can make this
universal slaughter of the witness that has an out-
ward court, or a court-yard unto i a fence to the
house, and there is no coming a
other, and so all churches establi
the countries where they are, or all th
lishments, are fences and guards about the witnesses. So long as
these are out of the hands of the Papists, they cannot come at the
witnesses, they are safe; but when these are once gained over,
then they will be slain and not tillthen. Moreover, the witnesses
have not yet finished their testimony. They are still prophesying,
though in sackecloth, or under some discouragements ; whereas it
will be when they have finished their testimony, and at the closa
of the 1260 days, or years, of antichrist’s reign, that they will
be killed. And had they been slain at any of the times before
mentioned, they would have risen long before now. For the time
between their death and rising is but three days and a half, that is,
three years and a half. They would have ascended up to heaven
before now, which denotes a most glorious state of the church;
and the rnin of antichrist would have come on long before this
time. For that will immediately follow the rising and ascension
of these witnesses. For at the same hour that they shall ascend,
will be a great earthquake, or a revolution in the papal state; and
the tenth part of the city, or of the Romish jurisdiction, shall fall,
(that is, one of its ten horns, kings or kingdoms belonging to it,

men of name will be slain, and the rest be affrighted, and give

and perhaps the kingdom of France is meant,) and seven thonsand



