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LMY SAVIOURT
>, When T by sin hud fost all'elaim -
- To blessingy through  Imtnuniuel’s namo,
" "\Who was it bid me hope ugain 2. SN

e D LT oMy Saviourd !

7 \WWko put into my trembling hands < e
“: Pho Book where firm His promise standg,
" And bid me reud what e commands? *
Sl e b e Ny Suviour!

Oft:-when perplex’d by doubt and fear,.
[ Lpourd forth many u bitter tear,” " 7o
_Who whisper'd peace into my ear? . .

‘ 7T My Saviour!

- And'now that thou hast enus'd to shine
.Into my heart Thy grace Divine,:
"Phw praise, the glory, all be Thine— :
\ Y7 My Saviour!

“Then whilst on enrth I sojourn here,
Oh! never Jet me doubt or tear
That ‘Thou wilt not be rlwiys near—
‘ ‘ My Suviour !
Froy & MS. Boox.

A BISHOP'S OPINION ON PRAYER-
MEETINGS AND REVIVALS,
From « Remarks on Prayer Meclings,” by the
late Bishop Griswold.

It is indeed affirmed that erperionce has
shown that the meectings in question have an
evil tendency ; but it must be general experi-
.ence which can prove anything to this purpose.
A few instances, though found ‘both in Eng-
land and America, would only prove that good
things may be abused and discredited. By such
reasoning we can prove that Christ « came
hol to bring peace on earth, but a sword :P—
that his Gospel is of ‘eviltendency.  After the
experience of many years, the Churchmen of
Thode. Island have not found the practice in

" question of - evil tendency: Their members
have not gone from thens, nor have they be-
come preachers among other sects : the eflect
has been very much the contrary, Many
ftom utlier denominations have united with us,
and- have become finnly attached to the Epis-
copal Chureh. Of these; several ‘zre now
among the most nseful ministersin our Church,
and arc labouring in various “parts of the
United States, 'The mectings. have been of

o little use in removing the prejudices against
~“this Church, which, throughout New England,

"somuch and unhappily P’izyail ;.in convincing

~many that ouir religion: does not consist-wholly
~“of forms ‘and ceremonies ;" that wey no less
"/ than -other Christiats; have a serious concern
L for the salvation'of jourselves and others. i
“Phe mpst-candid of those.who .aze opposed
to Prayer Meetings, admit that this subject is

Caq expediency. That. God’s

‘ .{he questi parochial clergy, each
. one in his 6wn parish'? Any clergyman who is
*“incapable of judging in this case, cannot be
‘qualified for the pastoral charge. Supposing
that they are so qualified, and their being con-
tinued in that.office is a proof that they are so
esteemed, to their: decision we may safely
leave the question. They best know, each
one in his own parish, what the people need,
and what means and efforts it pleases God to
bless among them. No oné can be ignorant
that what is profitable in one place, and among
one people, may in- another place be’ worse
than useless. - Nome things our’ Saviour has
commanded, and others he: has forhidden, and
others still he has left to the discretion of his
ministers, and other Christians, to be done or
not, as prudence- dictates, or circumstances
require. In his own example too, has he
taught that ¢ all things which are lawful are
not expedient.””.  In some places he found the
eople so hardened and indisposed to profit by
Eis ministey, that he could not with wisdom
and fitness, work many miracles among them ;
and his practice. was to:{each the people as they
" were able to hear. . His Apostles followed: his
example, feeding, with milk those “who are.un-
able to receive the stronger méat.of the word.
As far as truth would admit; and circumstances
required, their ‘ministry ‘was - accommodated
to -the -ignorance ‘and state, and prejudices of
the people ; they became all things to all men,
that by all” means they migh save some. -5t
Paul," especially, who - excelled: in .apiritnal
. gifts, and -laboured . more abundantly than the
* other Apostles; while, with unshaken: fidelity,
he adhered -1o; the. triie foundation of Christ,
and in. whatever is sinful, was rigid and un-
accommodating, in-other (hings -extended the
conciliating system farthér than any of us now.
would - decmn expedient. . Let us be permitted,
~at an; humble.distance, to follow the. steps of
“this_ ¢ blessed -Apostle ;- and ' we shall no
longer hear  the:"pious: members of our- com-
*. munion condemned of censured - for meeting
together - to talki of --the: Lord®s mercies; to
_pray for themselves: and:iothers; and {o:exhort
each.other 1o steadfastness: and. perseverance’
" There is'reason to fear.that: some.;write and
* speale ngoinst these meetings j
.- dice than knowledge.::
atteiided. them -canbe helicl
judge of their ‘use; than  theywho
‘attended -onr. publiciworshij.to#jud
Litirgy. . By the Jattor ive are toldyan
endeavotr to prove,:that our pritite
roduce, of - course; u lifeless formali
nerythat-Pra
alpride s

ductive of
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Is may:bey
oubt, ithey T

it | ‘considerntion, and shoulily we might. reason-

& tlmywho f requent our solemn assemblies, ?_‘z‘md

devoutly use our scrvice, find- it lifeless and
~unsatisfying {o 2> plous mind,. they may with

] better reason condemn its use. “And they who

attend the Prayer Meetings, and find in them
no’-religious: improvement,” may well forsuke
them. “Andifit bea known fact; and generally
true, that they. . who frequent these meetings,

.| are less: pious, and less humble than other
| Christians ; if they are more wordly and vain,

and wicked ; if they are not so constant; nor

{ 50 devoit at Church if they are less given to

srayer, and often-absent from the Lord’s table ;
if they are less regardful of the lawful govern-
ment, and & godly admonitions” of their spirit-
ual rulers; if they are not so constantin
fainily prayer,” and gencrally not so " good
Christians, this.cerlainly is some good proof
that the meetings are of evil tendency ¢ and
till-this be proved, with what trath or justice
is it affirmed that experience has shown them lo
be of evil tendency?” I meetings of the like
nature in other parts have produced bad cffects,
we are not answerable. - Alfter long experience
we have not, to the Lord’s praise be it said,
discovered any of. those bad effects, which
some of onr brethren apprehend. A regard
for the Prayer Book has mot, in any degrec,
been: diminished, but the contrary : it1s the
full belief of the present writer that in no one
of the United States are the Rubrics. and
Canons of our Church better observed than
in Rhode Jsland. If others make an ill use
of the ordinance of preaching, or of the cele-
bration of Christmas, or of conference meet-
ings, let those who are disposed and. accus-
tomed to make a goud use of the same things,
enjoy these privileges quietly and withoul re-
roach. A large part of our communicants in
this state do not attend the meetings 3 and for
this 1. have uever heard them blamed. If
they spend their evenings hetter, we rejnice
and h!ess God. Happy would it be did all
observe the most excellent rule of charity
%ivcn in the fourteenth chapter to the Romans.
Then “«he that regardeth the day, acould
regard it unto the Lord'; and he that regard-
eth not the day, to the Lord, he swould not re-
gard it :—he would neither presume nor de-
sire to judge another men's servent, but lo his
own Master let him stand or full.”’  The evil
most to be feared, mnd most prevalent among
us,is lukewarmness. With shame must we
acknowledge that we incline to be cold rather
than - hot. - Enthusiasin is as rate- ini our
churches as'a scorching sun-is in.anorthem
winter;: the mercury of our zeal is constantly

they are, .
inly.a subject.'w
Church

in ¢onsequence” heen‘added unto us ;. and the
results, it is belicved; “have geherally:been
very much *infldenced by the conduct of -our
peaple, either in' opposing-and censuring the
work, (as it is: called) or in availing ourselves
of the excitement., It is very desirable, to
say the least, that we on this, as on other sub-
jects, should be of one mind. 1t is indispen-
sably our duty to God, to_his Church, and to
ourselves, that we consider seriously of the
subject, and when we see our fellow-sinners
with agonizing solicitude and concern, calling

shall do to be saved, so tojudge of them, and
conduct ourselves, that we can answer with
confidence to our own heart, and to God, who
«iy greater than our heart, and knoweth all
things.” * After devout prayer fo God to en-
lighten ~our minds, and direct our sways,
perhaps nothing will be niore likely to unite
us in opinion, and in practice, thun {rankly
and candidly stating our. feelings and: views
on this subject: . It'is with the ‘humble hope
tlial such in some small degree may be the
effect, that mirie are now offered.

" And they are now offered in connexion with
the subject of Prayer Meelings because il is
in seasons of great religious -excitement that
such meetings are most frequent, and “are he-
lieved to be most necessary,” or most useflul,
and : because, generally speaking, and almost
perhaps without exception, lhcg' who disap-
prove of one, . disapprove : 0 the - other,
and-consider them ns kindred ‘evils.. - There
can'bé no-doubt bt the nieelings are often
instrumental inexeiting religious' awaken-
jngs; and the:awakenings multiply. the meet-
INGS. e :
 Whether such awakenirigs are’ the Lord’s
work, caused by some exiraordinary operation
of the Divine Spirit; or his ordinary blessing
and spiritual aid bestowed upori the awakened
attenition, .and " more carnest prayérs of his
‘people s or whelher, cas “others - think, ‘it is a
natural effect from' a natural cause, or_an "ar-
“tificeand ‘work of the adversary . to. disgrace,
‘religion, and frustrate..its-salutary. eflect, are
‘points.on which thie opinion of men, even of
‘pious Christians, differ.... And they are points,
‘we. may add,’ ox;\'v-,'whicllxu itwoild - be cwell if

isome were “less” forward to juidge and.to "de-

Jeider” That the same thing “shionld"hy " some
5t|: Christinns be’ exlollad a8 the glorions work' of

God-and'thie power-ofhis grace +'ind by others

{:be denvunced | as thu:artifice:of Natun 1o frus<

trate the salyation of men,is a.-fact. of ‘awful

‘ably conceive, cause those who are truly pions
‘to-panserard-reflect.; : This extremeslifference
ofs, oiinien - should remind us ‘all how: fallible
udgment. resp -the ways., df
ighit! b well dor - some of ‘usto
| ice of Gamaliel: ¢ Refrain

-

| seasons of ‘refreshment.;'The other cause is
if| casilytfound in that principle of reaction which

on God for mercy, and inquiring what they.

‘never bi 56 enp |
tanglingeonscidnees and Cconfannding

ays; of dmitive bsage

ply |

Should the work be his, to oppose it would -be
to fight aguinst God ; 'tosin against the  Holy.
‘Ghost.” When'it’is - considered: thit - these
awakenings. have: seldom 7if ‘ever “appeared
butin modern times, and are now.very limited:
in their extent :'; that the' Lord has in: times!
past governed, and still does in.most parts of.
the world . govern: his  Church ‘and save the
souls of men’ without producing these extra-
ordinary excitements :—when it isfurther con-
sidered what vain confidence of - boasling 3~
what ‘spiritual - pride ;—what uncheritable
judgment 3 what extravagant epthusiasm, and
gross - irregularities, have in.some instances
unhappily attended these revivals - when also
are brought into view the numbers converted
who fall away, or disgrace their teligions pro-
féssion ; and the coldness, or low. state of
religious feeling which usually succeeds these
extraordinary excitements, it’ is hdtural, and
cerlainly scems teasonable to hesitate and to
doubt how'far they are the . work of God.
And though it is certainly true that vast num-
bers, at such seasons, ‘arc converted from in-
fidelity, and reformed from various vices, and
become zealous, steadfast, and pious Chris-
tians ; yet it may wellbe questioned whether
there are more sach Christians in consequence
of the awakenings. Generally during the in-
tervals between such awakenings, coldness
prevails, and few if any aré converted or added
to the Church. = And perhaps had the Lord’s
word gone forward in its steady, uniform, and
usualcourse, a still greaternumber would have
been added 'to his fold.. Suppose in a large
parish, during the course of ifly years, there
are sixof these exiraordinary awakenings,
and at each season (besides all who after fall
away) one hundred of such as should e saved
are added to the Lord. ' Yet it is'possible, and
perhaps much more than possible that, had no
such excitement ‘occurred; as many or still
more might, in the same period of fifty years,
have been added to the Chureh. - Anotherevil
resulling from these revivals is, that very
many people imbibe erroneots notions of con-
version and of their own duty. They are led
to suppost that feelings and raptures, and
assurance, are the chief ¢vidence of true
religion; and (which is :still worse) that
litlle or nothing on their -part is neces-
sary to a change of heart, and acceptance
with God, but to wait tll:such a work,
by .the . pawer of his grace, is wrought
upon {hem. 1ence the use of means is much
neglecled, and in many instances despised.
And this is'one of the two' ptincipal causes of
1be : coldness which;usually~ follows  those

natural:to the human passion:

(To, o continied.).

cumstant :
‘more ahcient” institution.” But the” contrary is
found to be the fact’; nor can we be surprised
that it is'so; when ! we remember ‘that the; one
was @ system of circumstanfials, to' each 'and
all of which religious importance was attached:
the other not. so ; for CLrislianity .challenges
the serious regards of men in those things only
which conscience and reason confess {o be
momentous. ' : ’
For the most part it iseasy to ascertain the
‘usages of the tabernacle and temple worship,
and'the Jewish methods of ecclesiastical man-
agement. DBut nothing has been found - more
difficult than to determine satisfactorily what
were the practices of the apostolic. Churches,
even in some of the main articles of discipline,
government, - or worship. ~ This striking - dif-
ference between the Jewish and the Christian
‘economies speaks plainly enough, one  might
think, to common sense, and should have su-
perseded many “an interminable. controversy.
In relation to certain points of ritual or govern-
ment, sound teason does not ask ‘any. thing
more to be said than ‘this—namely, That the
primitive practice in such particulars, ‘clearly
is not clear ; therefore our modern consciences
may be relieved ofall solicitude on the subject.
Christianity is not a religion of .immovable
exterior “constitutions ; but of universal and
unchangeable truths, Because universal in
its essential principles, and universal oo in its
aspect, therefore plastic in'its forms: variable
in‘ils exterior, because invariable in'its sub-
stance. R s ’

.~ Whatever,in the New Testament, relates {o
‘modes of worship, and to'ceclesiastical con-,
stitutions, is couched in general terms.  More-

gver, those allusions o mattersof fact, whence
the apostolic practice might be gathered, are
slight and indistingt,” and not .seldom ambi-
guous. - Our inférence is plains—Facts so ob-
seurely conveyed must not be taken as if pro-
pounded -to- us- authoritalively.: -1t is; not ‘in
any such form that Law-has ever:;been pro~
mulgated ; no ‘legisiator. has so_ tortured  the
ingenuity of :_ls\('mplé. ‘Ttis true that, in the
lapse of ngzes, the phirascoloizy of law ‘may be=
come’ first ‘obsolete; and “then” quéstionzhle.§

‘but still there' wasin tinieé: when no - obsearity:

attachéd-fo- 1t 1 Boi that ' whick - never. ‘was

formully” -and - dogmalically - expressed, “and |

whieh; ;aparl :from . the, il . of: tiaditionary
knowlcdge, could -not; pven in ; an .early, a
have been : precisely; delennined;
holdly 'say not:intended o5.T;

is:really important in'morals with:whatis:ins
diflerents: <Tox insidl rupon.some. soppused pris
v isage o usionly thrangh a.
tess of ambigious infercnces ; :sjlnd,

¥,

this delightful ‘season

s LORD'S DAY OBSERVANCE. = 0
<The duties ‘of public’ wo \ i
outwardly attended,. and yet the Sabbath re-
main entirely unsanctified. - Lo these,” there-
fore; must he added - the - duties  of private’
teligion. - These consist in “serious and -habi=
il preparation for the public exercises of the’
day ; strict . self-examination 5 acts; of deep:
seli-abasement: over . discovered - sin'j clode’
watchifulness against koown infirmities, and’
against’ the. intrision of the. world: into. the
mind ; secret prayer and devout meditation on:
the character and works of God, on.:the - high
things of eternity, and especially.-on the tich
mercies” of redemption ; careful studly of .the
divine oracles, particularly of 'those -portions
which have been exyiluined in:the public ex-
ercises of ithe. day;-an endeavour thoroughly
to understand what is revealed, and practi-
cally to incorporate what is understood with
the ‘moral affections and principles of the soul ;
in short, all those'secret exercises of the mind,
which aie calculated to give effect to the
duties of public worship, to bring the soul to

the power of its unholy  aftections, to form and

wards towards that ‘perfect stature in holiness,
which constitutes a perfect preparation for
heaven. ) -

These duties of private religion are of the
iitmost importance o a thorough sanctifieation
of the sacred rest. If they were uniformly
and devoutly performed by -every member of
the church, how soon would this season be
changed from a day of listless, heavy, stu-
pidity, ton day of sweet and refreshing de-

of religion be raised from their ordinarily low,

of high and heart-cheering prosperity ! But,
solong as these dutics are neglected, tod much,
it is to be feared, by Christians themselves, 2nd
altogether by these who are yet out of Christ,
what more can be expected than that the duties
of public worship, even though attended with
the utmost constancy, will be robbed of their
appropriate blessings and delights: the re-
maining intervals of time be passed in idle
vacancy, in worldly moods of thought, or in
sinful courses of action; and the souls of inul-
titudes be lulled and locked in those fatal
slumbers, which will convey them, anidst the
dreams and the hurried flight of time, into 'a
seriously waking, but sadly unblest, eternity !
", Let, then, the private: duties of religion oc-
cupy. you _much, whenever this ' season “of
spiritual harvest, as. well as of spiritual: rest,
returns. Engage in. them * with fervency of

E'l_t

set the’” whole. current: of
biights, afcctions ‘and wills, with ‘all
dfastness, towards: God an

o .

ly .
piirt both of the profit and the
Bear in:mind,: th

of them a kind  of tax on your" fr
feel pleasure when they ~have once ‘more
passed by, orif, while engaged i them, you
are habitnally spiritléss and formal; and, when
the routine is finished, can contentedly forget
the whole ; your hearts “are assuredly not
right with God ; you have never yet kept a
Sabbath holy ; but are under the guilt of as
many of its profanations as you have spent
weeks of accountability I— Lectures on the In-
stitution of the Sabbath, by Rev. John 8.
Stone, D. D. '

, THE JESUITS. = .
An important movement has recently been
mada in Switzerland, baving for its object the
suppression of the society of Jesuits, By a
letter dated June 3d, the co-representalives
are. notified of the origination of the move-
ment, by the great council of the canton  of
Argau. This council, composed for the most
part of Romarists, adopted the motion of Au-
gustine Celler, director of 2 Romish Seminary,
(who on a previous occaston had pramised the
suppression of the monasteries,) Ly,a’ vote of
135 to 42, . ' iy

In-the peculiar circumstances of the coun-
try, this measure has caused much surprise. on
account ol its boldness.” The proposition, liow-
ever, has called forth the enthusiastic favour of
he people. The indignation and disgust pro-
duced by the infamous practices of .the society,
we may hope, will in time be powerful epoush
‘to produce its downfall. For the prasent, the
result is. ‘doubttul, and will continue'so, as a
Jerman pericdical rémarks, until’ the' couvics
tion has tuken deep root among the rulers as
well as the people, that where the Jesuits are,
it is uscless to hope for peace. . 5
v This dangerous society.- was - suppressed in
Persia by an ovder of March' 23, hy which-the
Jesuits are: unconditionally expelled from that

Tastern- Christians had become so. intolerabley

‘ment for_protection azainst thein by the Nes-

swdor, T T e T
.. The:manner of their operations in Swi
lang. affords a fiir specimenof thieir dealin

ave  striving for -learning‘and" a more libo
ediisation.> Those “endeavours”are "diligently

)

called the' Ladies
+yman the'¢lergy:in: the ‘country y'and:
imohig” the péople-af: the:order of the Leqs
was and ihi Brothers of - the: Christi

T

a knowledge of the way of $alvation, to break’

fortify it in gracious habits, and- to set it for-

lights? - And how quickly would the interests-

motienless and dispiriting condition, toa state

wind. " Be as much as possible ¥ in the Spirit
:{'on “this;  thi - Lord’s - Day.»?" ‘And, while' it
n 3 . ‘

-Fquisi

that; if you have no real, heartfelt” delight in
these duties ; if you ‘esteem ‘the f‘rrerformanqe.
reedom, dnd.

‘country. - Their atrocious persecution .of the}
that an application was made “to the govern-|.

topian . Bishops, through ~the Russian” ambas-

everywhere. By means of sispicions systex |,
ay | matically sl afloal against the Useminaries on= |
cai | der the immediate care of: the government, the |.

is e suceeeded in: drawing away hall |
wen of- Catholic Sivitzerlandy who |

créd:ordersynamely,in‘|:
wyz,; and Lucerniey‘among |,
s of the: Sacred; iis

orship rmay all; be: pent?

‘on‘with extreme ;caution s and sicre

carry them overinto the affairs of state politics.
To all the efforts in “Which the ultra re-action
is at!present engaged ‘in'Switzerland, the

burning their fingers should - thelrefforts ulti-
mately prove abortive. " . o
" 1t isy - perhaps, known to:the .mast of ‘eur
readefs that the most strenuous efforts are now
made by the Jesuits in' England, aiid in our own
couritry, to redice the Protestants to ihe obe-
dience of the Pope. . The membeid of this soci-
ety have rightly been called the Pope’s militia.
"They know no law but the will of their -geh-
eral, no mode of worship'but the Pope’s ‘dic-
tate’; no church but themselves. -The: order
is ¢a naked sword whose hilt if.at: Rome, but
its blade . is everywhere, ‘invisible -utitil -its
stroke is felt.? o
Epucarion is chiefly the instrument by
which the¥ propose to regain England; and fo
win Protestant America 1o, the  bosom of the
papal Church. / Their maxim is—< Give us the
educalion of the children of this day, and the
next generation will be ours,—ours in maxims,
in morals and religion.> “Their schools ‘and
colleges -ate rapidly multiplied: - Our. own
broad and promising west is_already thickly
studded with institutions under their coutrol,
by which they confidently hope to win ‘the
youth of the ‘country.  Tlie female ‘societies
attached to the order, or under their control,
are.no less assidunus; active and ehérgeticl

erally with too ‘great "success, to make ‘con-
verts from the ‘young-and tender sex placed
under their care. ~Under the affectionate. care
of the most accommodating liberality, these all
are, like the establishment at Stonyhurstin
England, Missionary Semindries, estoblished by
thé ‘Holy Séc for'a special pirpose.  The soda~
lities of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, .the mést
remarkable devotional - association under the
contro} and obeying the laws of the Jesuils at
1he present day,-were restored from a_state of.

‘|'modein languages, a

lighted to Tead her: béyond thit. mechanical

knowledge of history, which’ her ‘governess
gave ‘with much’ judgment’ and regularity,

into the first principles of politics and political
economy. ~She was thus prepared  to. give a
sound opinion on the different forms of govern-
ment which exist in the world, and of the
advantages possessed by each. ~She' was in
fact much better ‘educated . than most young.
women of her, age are.--She had ‘been ‘ag-
customed lo attend with regularity ~on the
public service of the Church, but her parents
were not religious; she never heard of reli-
gion except in the service of the Church,
which, in reality, she did not understand ; she -
had never been taught anything about it, and
she had never thought on the subject.. If you
had asked her what Christianity s, she
would have told you, perhaps, thaf it was tha
religion of Christians,and that with nomore
real ‘kiowledge of the subject, than if she
had said, that Hindooism is the reiigion of the.
Hindoos. - T
-If the reader will here pause, for one moment,’
and look into his own case, and seé liow inuch
he himself is-able to ansiver this ghestion; he
will perhaps :inore fully -understand’{he :real
state. of this young person’s ' knowledge:
Pause for a fow minutes.”. Write down for
yourself what Christianity Is, and keep. the’
definition, which you yourself would give ‘of
it; till 'you-have read through'these: few
])agcs ;.and then see how far your own know-
edge -of Christianity; exceeds. that. which- i
here Jescribed.— The  Lord ‘Bishop. of Sedor:

fipheat v b

agx_de(m,;'j'._ ,V’ Shof{;: D.D.

SELF EXAMINATION,

which  you *have passed, and which has’
¢ . D B . . EC - .
added to the termvof ‘your cxistence on’

doings, - all .your:‘words :and: I-hdnghts}

‘train'is laid in darkness until the hoar of ‘action: -
shall come..;By the combined infience ofithe - .=
school- and the Church;. they are’ operating -
surely, although silently, until by these they. =
shall have erected the bridge that will.safely -

Jesuits furnish ~only the' powder, for fedr’ of -

By their schools; they are labouring, and gen- .

suspended animatioh .in 1803,by a breve of
Pope Pius VII., -about ' the same time'thathe -+,
was labouring.to Testore. the Jesuits  in /Russia

At ight, at the’ close ‘of ‘the" dhy -

earth’s when its hours have '’ fled 0, the' .-

judgment seat, and.’ reported. alli. your: - :




