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A FEATURE OF THE SLAUGHTERING
‘ PROCESS, i

The manner in which American jobbers
and manufacturers have managed to
‘educate many Canadian retailers in the
way of eash or short credit sransactions in
their dealings with them, and the counse-
' quent effect of deferred payments to our
home suppliers, have often been commen-
ted on in these pages. Latterly,our enter-
prising cousins have discovered that they
must in some degree modify this system,
in order to compete with some of our
merchants who are tempted by competi-
tion into an approach to the “slaughter-
ing " pracess at home, and to adapt them-

selves to the circumstances of the times,

now that cash is so scarce in the hands of
retailers. Among the paper recently
presented for discount &t one of our prin-
cipal banks, were some notes given, by
country merchants to an American jobber
for goods sold them. These notes were
given in turn to one of our city mer-
chants in payment for goods ‘to be
delivered' in “the United States free
of  duty, ‘goods easily convertible into
cash, thus enabling our clever cousin to
maintain his nsual approach to cash trans-
actions. This ingenuity is on a par with

[

the march recently stolen by western™
lumbertmen upon our manufacturers, by’
which the season’s demandsof the English

market for deals were supplied almost

exclusively by Amecricans.

Almost every retailer in Montreal and
Toronto is conversant with the fact that
articles. which can be bought with advan-
tage in this market by American tourists,
are largely taken across the lines free of

“duty, without putting the purchaser to

any inconvenience or anxiety, chiefly
through the connivance of railroad and
other officials ; and we must infer that our
neighbors are not a whit less ingenious in
breaking holes through owr fences, for
the conveyance of goods saleablo in
Canada. The governments of both coun-
tries should see that these leakages be
stopped, thereby aifording the honest
dealer the advantage of tuir competition,
and banishing the temptation to dis-
honesty which such practices encourage.

1t is a strange featwre in human nature
that the person who would scoin to do
& dishonest act in the ordinarvy aftairs of
life, does not.scruple for a moment to take
advanfage of the revenue laws of the
country. ‘Lhis has doubtless its origin
from the snme source as the self-imposing
honesty of the man who always gets the
best of a bargain, a term- which has been
defined ‘as a transaction. .in which  each
individual is under the impression. that
he has overreached the other, or that
which stills the consciénce of him who
pays fifty cents. on the dollar to his credi-
tors, who, he imagines have made more
than the difference out of his former deal-
ings. :

EASY LESSONS IN POLITICAL ECO-
NOMY FOR YOUNG CANADIANS.
INTRODUCTION. ‘

We begin with this number a series of

articles on Political Economy, to be con-

tinued from week to week until a general

review shall have been made of the sub-

Jjects. For some time the want has been felt -

of a simple text-book on this important
science,—the great works of Adam Smith,
Say, Mill and others being too intricate
for the young studeni, and their applica-
tions too gemeral to serve for showing
directly the influence of cconomic laws on
the social condition of Canada. Wehave,
therefore, taken care, wherever the opor-
tunity offered; to use our own circum-
stances and political system.for purposes
of illustration. .The ' subjects will be
treated in chapters in the order of their
natural sequence and apparent import:
ance and, if; by the views expressed in the

- following series, we can call forth an effors.

of study in this direction on the part of

‘the "young men who are destined to
occupy ab. a future day the position of
leaders in Canadian commerce, such a re-
sult will amply repay ourlabour.

L Of Governments and Leaw.

Society, which 1 the formal expression
of the social instinct, adopts cortain forms
of government which are shaped by cip-
cumstances, and these are, according to
their peculiarities, styled: despotism, oli-
garchy, limited monarchy or republic.
Very often these styles vary in theirappli.
cation, and what is called a litnited monar-
chy may be almost an oligarchy, as in the
deys of extreme toryism in BEungland; or
what is enlled a limited monarchy in Can-
ada to-day is really more a republic than
the government of tho United States and
still more such than the French Republic;
neverthetess, the tendency of society in
higher goneral eivilization is toward aveal
commanwealth or, in ather words, a union
of interest and action in self-government.
Now such a union means, in all fuirness, a
union in the performance of duty to the
public weal, and all young Canadians
should nnderstand that no selfish mnotives
ought to govern their public actions; that
they should devote their minds to the con-
sideration of questions of the day thought-
fully and in amanner to develop their un-
derstanding ; also, that no vote should be
given in obedience to orders of a caucus
or party, but rather in accordanco with an
intelligent apprecintion of the issue in its
full bearings. :

Law is a regulation of government for
the guidance of the citizen to a protection
of the common interest; it may be divid-
ed into two parts : Ist. Law developed by
tho past experience of nations and modi-
fied by judicial intorpretation to suit our
conditions of social life, and 2nd. Statu-
tory enactments to apply the just prinei-
ples of this common law to certain cases
which arise peculiar-to the ago or the
comntry: in statutory  enactments - or
statutes there -is the uncertainty of ap-
plication. which belongs often to hur-
ried legislation as compared with a legal
decision matured through centuries of
trials in parallel cases; still as these stu-
tutes are necessary to good govornment,
the young Canadian citizen should guard
the commonwealth as far as in him lies
from the choice of: incompetont or reck-
less legislators.

* No law should be made to protect,
ngainst the interests of the honest citizen,
eithoer the rogue, the monopolist, or any
selfish or ‘dishonorable citizen, or any,
combination of the same ; -this is one rea-
son why laws should be few in number,,
simple in their framing, as: far as possible




