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SPRING TRADE, 1876.

J. & R OiNILL,
Importers of British and Forei gi

DRY GOODS.
New Arrivals opening Daily.

Canadian Tweeds and Domesticts in

full assortment.

Travellers' and Mail orders promptiY
executed.

Dominion Buildings, McGill Street.
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MR. HAMILTOrN MERRITT'S BTO-
GRAPHlY. (3.3

About the time of the last general eloc-
tion for Upper Canada, namely', in July,
1836, Mr. Merritt sustained a heavy loss by
the death of Mr. J. B. Yates, of NewYork,
wload iubscribecd largely ta the capital
stock of the Welland Canal Co., and hadi
ca-operated most generously 'ith Mr.Mer-
ritt up ta the time of his death. The
report of the select committee i'eférred
ta in aur last number had not been with-
eut its 'ifét on'the pa'rty in Toronto, by
wlhiSir 'Francis H1ead ivas advised. A
n'ev Board <df Di'eCtors'as canstituted
unler the presideey Of Captain Macaulay
an officer of the Royal Engineers, but be-
longing ta a Canadian family, and ho en-
ployed two civil entgine'rs, Messrs. Baird
& lKillaly. -Negotiatioris irere set on foot
för the tranisference of the Canal ta the
Pridne 'ind the istockliolders wäre cet-

aiuily iriilbt'ed'to fMr. Merritt for obtain-
ingthe ~iiöst libeïtl settlemnt that in
all pràbability any htopelessly insolvent
company had ever before succeeded in
getting. The Province not onily under'
took-to pay for the -stock at par but ta
pa'y inteest 'àt G per cent. from 'the time
bf-sibistriptiönivhenëierthe tols should

u t 't '5O,00 'in ainy year. This
cÈi e yas hot fulyiarridöat at' the

Ùiie, lit 'tue oy énmaent loins wes'e
converted into stock, and that was

r t-

vested in the governmeut by giving i a
najority at the Board. 'Mr. Met'itt was

subijectel ta th anoyance of being ex-
cluded frotn the Board. of Direction, the
proxies of the executors of his old friend
Mr. Yates iaving been used against imiit.
The year 1837 was a menorable one in
the iistory of Upper' Ctanada. A financial
crisis occuired abott the iiiddle of the
year ihsichs led to a general suspension of
specie paytnents, both in tie nisited States
and Canada, and in Decetmber the robel-
lion broke out, and, though speedily sup'
pressedi, the country was kept in constant
exciteinent, owning to rumors of invasion.
Thtroughiout this critical period M'. Me'-
ritt secms ta have acted witi great judg-
ment and noderation, and wre lnnd tiat ie
joined iith otier iifliuenitial men in th,
Niagara District in representing te ihe
new Lieut-Governor,Sir G eorge Arthiu' tise
expediency of conmsuting the capitu.i set-
tences passed on tie political p'ýsoners.
We caninot afford ta dwell at at'y lengthi on
Mr.Merritt's career pr'evious ta the Union.
H1e seels ta have liad tonside'able iniflu-
ence in tihe Tory House, and his biograpi-
er cisnns for him the credit of iaving also
rade representations ta tie Earl of Dur
han, nnny of whItici wer'e incorporated in
his Lordship's celebrated report.

The main recoanendations in the Earl
of Durhan's report niere the Legislative
Union of the Provinces of Upper nid
Lower Canada, and the concession of Rie-
sponsible. or Parliminentary government.
Unfortunately for Mr. Merritt's claims, he
himself voted in 1860, as we learn froms
the biography, in favotr of a dissolution
of the Union, ihich lie n'as sa active in
pronoting. Hiis adiesitin ta R esponsible
G overnment,whiicht iad beens contended for
by the Reform party for ntany years, iwas
given promptly after the publication of
Lord Duihasms's report, froma which 'Lime
le was acinowledged as a msemuaber of the
Reforin party, as appears by nanly coifi.
dentil letters adriessedc ta imii by lead-
ing men of the party, and especially by
Mr. Baldwin. In the year 1S39, before
his change of party, MIr. Moerritt mtui with
a disappointient, ihici, judging froim
the notice taken of it in 'the biograply,
inust have clagrined Iimu not a little.
The House of Assenmbly passed a bill
appointing two delegates ta proceed ta
Englnd ta represent the Proviince, and
named Messrs. MacNab ani Me'irritt. The
St. Catharine's Journal, which is conistantly
qjuoted by the editor, publisied one article
containing thie folloiwing passage: " No
îtthing more onolusively shews the
«n'rrow, envious, and spiteful ciaracter
" of the 'Hagerman clique than thair
" spitefl contduct il relaion ta sending"a

(Iconi n'ssion to England." It proceeds
to expiains what this spitefui conduct
'as, and we find tha, it i'as subtitutn

the name of M'. T. B3. Robertson for tiat
of' Mr. Mfic, the consequence of which
was that the rouse "very justly aserte
" their dignlity, ani for the insuit Oi'ered

tiem in the person ofI M'. Merritt, liter.
ally kicked out the bill altogethier."

This is a ;onveniient place ta notice a fw
of the bl

t tnders in naines wltici im'eet it
rcadetr in alnost cvery page of the bilo.
graphy. No Englisi reader wou'ld identifyV
"Sih P. Tlompson" with the Right hon.
Ciharles Poulett Thomson, aiterwards
T.ord Sydenali ; and nio Canadiai reade
cotld imagine tiat Mr. J. B. Robertson
was the lon. Tohn Bevrily RZoinitsoi, ilhenl
Chief.Justice oflUpper Canasdaaned Speaker
of the Legislative Coiicil. At the period
rcerred ta Chief Justice Robinson iwas on
leave of absence in England, and tihis
circuinstance no dobt led the Counrt to
insist on nomninating a Member of their'
louse, in coijunction with oeue froin the

Assemîîbly. It is diflicult te understaid
wh'iat " the insult" wias. While on the sib.
ject of inaccuiracies wve mIay notice a stait-
monît withri eieience toLord Dailhousiewlio
w'as Givernor General for some years, en.
ing in 1 S28. It is said : "Ie wras a'iarded
witi the Governorship of India. Where in
his Iniperial Palace at Calcutta, &c." Thai
Lard Dalhousie n'as never G'overnor Gen-
eral of India, thsough his so did fill that
high office. Lord Dalhousie himself, wiho
was a general officer, was for sone timt
commander of the Forces in India.

Ms'. Morritt entered the first Parlia-
ment of Unitei Canada as ais avowed
inetmber of the Refort party, and after
contesting the seat with his old friend
Mr. Rykert. his naine was considered
w'ith others as a profitable candidate for
the spCaker's chair ; but the necessity of
hsavinsg a gentleman in tiat position wio
was thoroughly conversant iith bath lait-
guages led ta a general concurrence of
opinion il favor of Mt'. Civiliier. A
iost extraordinary blunder is made by
the biograpier on this point. He says
that one of Mr. Morritt's first acts was
ta second a motion made by Mr. Cvillier
that Mr. M'oriti slould lie the speaker.
Mr. Morin never was even proposed at the
private meeting of the Reformners. The
choice was between Mr. Cuvillier and 'Mr.
D. B. Viger. During the session Mr. Mer-
ritt gave a geieral support ta ite Draper
administration, and afterwards visited
England on business connected with tise
Weliind Canal stockltolders and tieir
claims. Soon after his return the second
Session of the fiust JnitedParlialit wVas
held, Uut'alihaugh iti as ommenced by


