Jax. 22, 1870.

THE CANADIAN ILLUSTRATED NEWS.

o1

i Jogephing,” remnrked Thérdse carnestly, ®you must not
despidr, nnd give way to gloomy thoughts. Keep up for the
gnko of your children” ‘ :

wigeep up for my children?" echoed she,  « Have [ not
Lieen for & whole long yeur & prisoner, and my children withont
a mother?  And why am I Innguighing here 27 excluimed she
indigmmtly. t Beennse 1tried to suve for them their father
who had been taken to prison!  He is dend now—this day he
was beheaded, Oh, my dear friends, T will be wedded agnin
to him. I feel that 1 have soon 1o follow Lim.” ‘

« You are derpuiring, Josephine. Are we not all waiting
resolutely for this honr, if it cannot be averted ? It is true,”
added  Adelaids sympathisingly, * you are a mother, Alus,
we nre not go strong s wo inagine ourselves before trisl cotes
upon us.” : :

Thérése had mennwhile produced her Jotters.  They wore
Loth neatly folded, but of different prper and shape.  She
opened curiously the smallest, which hud Leen firmly vrolled np.

« Be of good cheer” it yan, # 1 am sure to save you, Every-
thing i8 prepared—confide in we, and betray 1o no one whut 1
intend. - 1 ean save but you,  Benoit?

Thérése rond over these lines onee more, und was overjoyed
at the prospect of soon ebtaining Lier liberty,  She had not
heard of Benoit since ber imprisoninent.  But the faithfal lad
hnd not forgotten her, had certainly tricd all moeans of saviog
her, believing now to wee himgelf vewarded for all his trouble,
zead, and devotion, < What plan could he have 77 said slie to
herself, #© What arvangements would he make to liberate her?
1t was evident she should escnpe—but how 77 Sl smiled
and slightly shrugged her shoulders, us if she did not thiok it
poessible what Benoit wrote her. However, with n feeling of
renewed and auginented gratitude, the pictun: of the quiet,
faithful yvoung man, of whose unhappy love she received this
new proof, came vividly before hier mind,  In haste she opened
the other letter, which, the writing convinced her, was from
Tallien; the contents woere e follows

4 Yan have il‘lh‘]!il‘n'cl e Lo notio,
darling !
than forty-vight hours.  Love for vou wives me strength and
cotrage to fight for you o secomd tinge”

She wis enraptured.  His words could have na other mean-
ing than that he fptended to venture a dessive hlow against
Robespirrre. e likewise wonld attempt to suve her, to liter-
ate her from prison,  What sonl would not oxualt when a
bright ray of the snn saddendy penctented the darknuess, from
whicrh there was apparently no esiape?  What man woulil
not fecd s Wood hoil when liberty appronched to take oft his
fetters? Convalsively beat the hoart of the Leautifal Spaniaed.

Now, desdh or dife, my

of the good old woman are engraved.”
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though sadness yet gnawed her heart toomuch to allow her
to partivipute in the hopes und communications of Thérése.”

# How often,” snid she, @« within the twelve months of my
imprigonment have T not heard und believed similar words!
My dear, I have no more hope now. May what Providence
dirpoges bhefull me I : :

“ Parblen” put in Adelaide waggishly ; “1 do not sec any .
‘harm to share in the good faith of Thérése,

Why shall we
always think and fear the worst? Dearest Josephine, you
onee told us that ay old mulatto woman on your native island
of Murtinique has made you such a benutiful prophecy. And
you will despair?  Show us the mulet on which these words

Josephine smiled woefully, while Thérése lovingly srew
fortli the amnulet which the general’s widow carried suspended
by a cord next her heart, and pregented it to Madame
Recomicer,

“Yew,” wxclniimed the lutter, her eyes fixed on the writing,
And she réad.: ¢ You will suffer, you will sigh:
Hope and wait, you will hecome queen of w vast realm I”

“ Hus Ahen” explained the elf, «the first part of this won-
derfnlly consolatury prophecy not been fulilled? Do you
not sufter, poor friend? Do you pot sigh?  Now comes
“hope and wait ! Oh, Josephine, every thing agreed ad-
minthly .

“CYou dear, dear ehild 1 said Madame de Beauharnais with
un expregsion of almost motherly affection, # how you under-
stand to cousole me; it i o vain prophecy, o childish play of
my servant, und yet how dear she ig to me, how much 1 have
estecmed hier, uned trusted to the pleasant superstition of this
amulet

She concenled ngain the jewel, and timidly continued, ber
even glittering with a ray of hope :

“The propheey so far has not led 17

“ Aud when yonp onee become a0 queen, a powerful queen,”
exelaimed Adelaide, ¢ 7 hope vou will not be too prond, and

s will faithfully remember your companions in wfhiction in this

Farewcll, if T should net meet vou wunin in less

Aud if rverything should prove a drenw—ab, is not happiness

itself but nodresm ?
cujoyment as real?

Does dreamt happineas not zive asmuach

wlosephine ! excluimed <he) fnengable to tertiain her foela

ings any longer, while her eyes beamed with jov. 6 Adelaide!
Hope amd exult——the hour of our dh-liverance is approaching,

Ooe day more, perhaps two or three days more, and we witl be |

free, or death will deliver us?

Jusephine woetully shook her head.

s Death will deliver ug)” said she sadly,
come ! .

4 Not g0, my poor friend, T coertain that deliveranee s
near,” replivd Thérése,

o Deliverance,” said Adelaide Recansior, hopefully, -4 Ah)af
we should become free again—what happiness it would he!
But how do you coine to this belief, Thérese?  What do your
fetters tell you 2

« The writer of the one tells me that he s working for my
deliverance, and that he hopes (o offect my vieage, 0

o By henven ! eried Adelaide with an exprossion of alorm,
“You will Tenvee us 7 Oh, T o not at adl pleased swagh ic”

» You little selfish creature ™ soolded Thirdse . = How ghd
2l e i T could flee fronn this misery hoere !

“ Becnuse you do not love me so dearly as 1 love o said

wlt shiall b wel-

Il

dungeon heres 140t not so, Josephine, you will still love me
when yon are a gueen "

Jorephine smiled and drew Adelaide to her hosom,

#What, is not all pessible to-day 77 remarked Thérese.
“The whaele world in its old order is breaking down, and a
new one will arise. Why not also new Kings and queens 27

I this meanent the doar opencd, and the old jailer stood

outside, repronehfully shaking his head and <aving :
< Come out of your ecll, citizens '—no one is allowed to re-
tain within—for the sake of your health 1"

The three vonug ladics were at onve ready to answer the

demand of the jailer.
L

“ By heaven!
onght ta et nx run awayv

Tallicn Lud been a prey to the most trving emotions during
e time that bix beloved was kept a prisoner in the Luxem-
bonrg CGriet for the loss of the beautiful woman, to whom
his passionate nature lecatne more und more attached, was
not the greitest of his torments s i€ wies rather the dependence
upon Robexpierre, which he had aceepted, awd fromn which he
disresd ot withadraw, foe fear of endangeriug the life of Thérése,
His ambition, his pride, and his whole strength of will was
crushied, and he felt ne longer the energy of bursting the
fotters which he had iaid on himself through his love for
Thirise. At first he had kept retived, and had rarely ap-
peared in the convention, scurcely at all in the Jacobin club,
tovavold the mecting of Robtwspierre and St Just; but he was
aceased in the elub, and Robespicere had uitered invectives
agrainst him,  He was obliged to show himself again, not to
e taken as a modernte and dizsatisfied, which might have

fheen suflicient renson to condemn him tao die on the scaffold.

she while withya graecful spreing she seated herse 10 on Pherese’s

Tap and clesed her month with Kizses,
attentively listen to youo You say will liberure
you very mysterionsly, very romantically—ah i sueh an oad-
venture would fall ouly to my Iot. Truly, net for the sake
of being free, bt of cnjoving the romancee of ruch an in-
cident.”

“Listen furthern,” resumed Thiees., I think 1
you the history of my imprisonment in Bordewus,

sGavon, darbineg, 1owill
LIRS S ERN Y AT

have told
You will

recollect the brave turnkey, Benoit, w o wonld lave eftected S

The fall aud death of Dunton had grightened him to sucha
degree that he outbhid Jacobin fanaticising to atone, ax Robes-
pierre had advized him, for his old sins,
denicd bis convictions and feelings, to e seeure from the
formddable man of virtue, whose continunal pleasure it was to
exact from the vouuge deputy renewed proofs of his patriotism
and ever new testimonies of his ddevotion to him,
had 1o vote as “Ulu-.\'pit'l'l‘l‘ esired ; he had o defend him,
though be might curse the hated man, Spics surrounded him
vvervwhere—ven towards his friends he dared not venture to
relivve his mind,  The least contradiction against this power-

Cful man, who dosired by all means his friendship, was suthicient

my exeape if § had wished i though T would 1ot have hoosi- !

tated 1f at that {ime 1 had been summened before the court
I have told you that 1 met him again as seevant of the count
Montreuil in the caxtle, und how he attempted (o rescae me,
bt was frostrated,  Well, this same faitdfol and attachied

yorng man gives me hopeoagmuin to save me—pevhaps" added |

she with a gigh, wto saerifice himself usclessly for me, Bt
what can 1 do sgninst it 2

ARy this seeme to be a very serious love which makes gnch
exertions,” remarcked Adelaide in prraceful childish mockery,
4 You wre not wrong, Adelaide,” veplied Thirtze meditu-
tively, “and 1 carnestly wish that this unhappy wd noble
Young man would not ablige me so el by these renewed
proofs of his sympathy for me,

reciprocade,”

“ But how ean it by helped if some one falls in fove with
you ™

“ Poor Benoit has never spoken to me of his love s T do not
want (o know it,
prieve s heart that ie @lled with snecl pure sentiments for
me.”

“ Well, how does he think to save you ?

“Idouot know. It is his secret, sud shall, he requests
mey also be mine.  However, T cannot keep Reerets from yvou,
especially such ax involve s separation from you, and lege
vou will be gilent!  Should the promises Benoit make le
verlized and 1 beeome free, you way bhelieve that Twitl nof rest
HIL T have opencd the doors of vonr prison, till 1"—while a
ftrewm of fire darted from her black oyes—o have found min
who will stop the madness of this revolution, 1 trust, how-
ever continued she more composedly, s that these men are
already prepared to work for nll our sufety!  Talliva writes
me that i decigive blow will he stouck : he has recovered his
cournge, e will net and conguer it his onergy does not forsake
him.  Let us hope, denr friends, that this prison will ~oon be
(lf'-Nferu(I by us.  Josephing,” said she turning to her whe was
EIving wiy to her grief, 4 Le of gued chvur, you will sovu lucot
agmin your ¢hildren 3

Madowme de Bennbwroais had tow become move cotgused,

Phack o the same way,

It is very puinful to know :
that he i inspired by sentiments which T eannot and dare not

But I fear that 1 must be umereatetul; and -

to threnten him with the impeschment and death of Thérese
Caburras, nned e wonld rather have shown still more submis-
sion than have expesed his beloved to such o danger. Often
hix pride revolted, often his boifing blood moeunted 1o his
forehead s but he felt he was powerless to free himself with
sereess Trom this slavery,
ling self=denial in conducting a correspondence with "Thérese,
Throngh the medintion of the physician of the prison he for.
warded his Tetters to his beloved o the physician handed them

Dtoothe Jaileys daughter, who, on her part, sent the answers |
I these Tetters were 2 consolntion for

his longing heart, n relicf to his sorvow, they enused him at
the smne time new torments,  His beloved, whose mental
superiority e felt also in her abscuee, appealed more im-
pressively o lis courye, to his cuergy, and to o boldness
whicl in his eves could only bring upon him certain des-
truction,

Tt be continned.

NISTORY OF POSTAGE STAMPS,

As with most other modern inventions, certain writers have
discovered that posiage stamps, or something similar to them,
had been thonght of onge ago, According to M. Fournier, the
author of Le Vieux Neuf, they were actually in use in Parix
in the reign of Lonis NIV, Anothiee French writer tells us
that they originated in 18340 Mansicur de Velayer established
under ri»_\'nl authority a private penuy post in Puris, on the
16th of August in that year, aud issued a notice that all per-
sony desiring te sond letters from one part of Paris to another,
should have them earied, and a prompt ceply returned, it they
attached to their tetters atieket signifyving that the postage
rate had been pnid,
in commnon with the modern postage stamp, for they were
stamped with s portrait of the King, and were to be purchased
beforchand st certain shops and other places. They were to
Le charged a son eachy and the public were recommended to
buy a number, and have them always at hand. Boxes were
morcover placed at the corners of strects for the reception of

Sletters, snd Letter-carriors were appointed o open these hoxes

three times o day, nud curey the letters 1o theiv addresses,
where they waited for answers,  ‘P'he plan pérhaps vésembled

said Adeladde tragi-comically, in passing |
aluny the corridor, ¢ 5o much solicitude for our health! They

He telied himsdlf, |

Tollien ;

He found areward for this hamb- |

These  tickets appear to have had meh

more an organized plan of light porterage than the modern:
systems of posts, but its rescmblance to the latter system- ix
curious. : o ‘ Lo -

There can be little doubt that the originators of the modern
postage wtamp had never heard of Monsicur de Velayer or his.
géheme, which indeed had long fallen into oblivion even
ampng Frenchmen,  Between 1830 and 1834, Mr. Charles
Whiting, Mr. Charles Knight, and Dr. Gray, had all suggested
a stamped wrapper for newspapers,  Dr. Gray, of the British
musceum, lays claim to have been the first to suggest the pre-
payment, by means of stamps; of letters. " ¢ Tn the year 1834
he says, # the idea nccurred to me that as the postage of news-
papers was prepaid by means of stamps, the readiest mode of
applying these stumps would be by means of stamped covers,
On further consideration of the subject, I becarne satisfied that
the great cost of the post-office was not the reception, carriage,
and delivery of the letters, but the complicated system of
accounts that the old systemn required ; and having learned
frown the best writers on politienl economy that the collection
of moucy by stamps was the most certain and economnical, 1
came to the conclusion that the new system of newspaper
postage should be extended to letters also, ¢ It wae, in fact,
the mere application of the systemn used with regard to news-
papers, to letters in general” This idea I communicated to
many of my political and other friends, Mr. Home; Mr. War-
Uburton, and others, but T found that T conld get no attention
to the subject.”

Even Mr. Rowland Hill, in his famouns parwphlet published
in 1837, contemplated no system of prepayvment, except by
money pavient at the counters of receiving offices, Meanwhile
the gubject of prepayment by stamnped envelopes having been
discussed before a parliamentary comwmittee. Mr, Hill)in a
second edition of his pamphlet, with characteristic décision,
adopted the idea, and warmly advocated its merits, A clause
iin the penny postage Act accordingly foreshadowed the new
Usystemn, but the idea was at iirst merely to have a stamped en-
! velope of ko elaborate a character that it wonld almost defyv
i the ingenuity of forgers to imitate jit. On the 23rd of Augnst,
P1839, the government issued a public invitation to “artists,
Pmen of science” and others, to send in designs for this pur.
: poge, offering two prizes of £200 and L£100 to stimulate inven-
i tion. As is well known, Mr. Mulrcady, the famous artist, was
i the suecessful competitor—his envelope, representing a highly
claborate allegorical picture of considerable artistic werit,
tthough absurdly fantastic ax a vehicle for oedinary betters,
i while the picture, spreading over the surface, Teft searcely
froom for writing the address. So mneh ridieule was showered
upon the new envelope, that inashort tine it fell into disuse,
; and copies of it are now, as all collectors kKnow, comparatively
rare,

The government then ofered another reward of £300 for
¢ the best design for a new Inbel, the invention of which may
Phe supposed 1o have been not so simple a thing as it appears,
i when we learn that, of the designs—numbering nearly ons-
i thourand—sent in, not one was chosen, The now familiar
tqueen’s head which was finally chosen, was said to be the
: production of officers in the post and stamp offices; but as
Poriginally printed in black ink, its appearance was far from
i pleasing.  The black stamp was soon afterward changed 1o
{ brown, and finally to the red now so well known,  The great
i varieties in color sinee introduced to indicate to the eye the
' different values of the starops, are too well known to require
ymention, ¢ For eight long years” says Mr. Lewins,  the
i Euglish people may be said to have enjoyed 4 complete mo-
nopoly in postage stampx, Toward the close of 15348 they
were introduced into France, and subsequently into every
civilized nation in the world, Last year thev even penetrated
into the Ottoman empice, and, strange as it appears when
viewed in the Jight of mohsmmedan usage, the sultan has
P been prevailed on to allow his portrait to appear on the new
issues of Turkish stamps.”

Rimple and obvious, as it now appears, one of the most
Clmportant inventions in connection with postage stamps ix
" the perforating machine,  Most persons can remember when
severy post receiving-lhouse kept a pair of scissors, clumsily
fastencd to o counter with a heavy chain, at which a little file
Vof persons could generally be seen waiting for their turn to
ceut off a ostawp with four carceful stiokes of that necessary
Cimploneent ; byt the number of persons who, not having a
s pair of scissors at hand were striving to tear or cut oft with a
i penknife one queen’s head from a strip or sheet, could not xo
feasily be ascertained. The machine, which was the invention
fof Mr, Henry Avcher, 8t once put an end to all these petiy
Vtronbles. By the simple process of stamping every shed
i with neat lines of perforntion, not only could every one keep
i bix postigre stamps together, and tear them off when wanted,

but he could atso fold them together with the utmost neat-

s lesy to put thetm away in o purse or pocket-book.  On the
| recommendation of o select commitiee of the house of com-
mons this machine was purchased frowm-Mr, Archer in 1852
HHor four thousand pounds,

P A letter has Leen addressed by Messes, Hamy and Lenor-
fmaut to the Académiv des Selences to prove that Egypt bas
Chad s age of stone as well as Fuarope, Their letter is dated

{" from Luxor, and they say to the sceretary of the Acwdemy —
{5 We beg vou to cominunieate to the members o discovery we

D have just made in the course of a journey to Upper Egypt.
Pnndertaken under the auspices of the Khedive, which will not

e devoid of interest to that learned: body. The existence of
an age of stone in Beypt has often been the subject of contro-
Cversy.  The fucts we are about to relate will, we think, give

csome  information that will exercise an tntluence  on the
Copinions entertained hitherto on the gquestion, On the elevated
. plateau which divides the celebrated valley of Bibanel-Molouk

v from the esearpinents which overlook the Phamonic vdifices
Poft Deir-el-Babard, we have ascertained the presence of an
| enormens quantity of wronght ilints, Iying on the sarface of
Pthe ground, to the extent of npwards of & huudred square yards.,
These wrought flints, which are of the well-knoewn iy pe desi-
gnated srrow-rheads, lance-heads, lanceolated axes, knives,

Paernpers, o, evidently constitule the remains of an anvient

manuinctory, acceording to all probability pre-historic and ex.

; actly resembling those known in Franee under the denomina-
“tion of ¢ Factory of the Neolithic Peviod! Messrs. Ballawd,
| Quatrefages, Wurtz, Jumin, Broca, and Berthelot, with whom
i we had the good fortune te be travelling, were witnessess of
Pthe discovery, and authorize us to declare that they. verify the
origin of the specimens collected by us and their similitude o
i those found in Kurope, The best of them we propose to depeo-
it in the Muscum of 8t Germain, wherve they can be inspected
{ by connouisseurs in antiquarian subjects.”
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