i
|
'
i
i

Al

b
P B

e e - ——yJ;-

0
0
h

THE BIBLE CHRISTIAN.

cise. 'The feeble limb, the debilitated body
‘must gain strength by exercise; and somust
the feeble conscience, and the debilitated soul.
Nature must work with the physician, or all
“is in vain ; and so must nature work avith
the spiritual Restorer, even though that re-
storer be the Saviour of men, or all is equal-
ly in vain. .

This point cannot be too much insisted on.
He who would be a good man must—par-
don the frecdom of the phrase—must sct
about it. He bas talked long enough about
what he would be 5 let him do something.
Let him do the lirst thing that presents itsell
as a duty—and the second thing—and eve-
1y thing that his conscience bids him do. [
repeat it, let him do something. I leave the
subject with this direction, for none more
weighty can be given ; the whole burden of
seripture exhortation lics upon it—let him do
something.

THE POWER OF EXANPLE.

——

There is in every soul a consciousness of
its capacity for godliness,—a consciousness
which can hardly be repressed and silenced
even by the authority of the Church. The
mere deseription of conceivable goodness,
even though it be in a work of fiction, en-
kindles our aspirations. How much more,
then, is an actual example of a perfectly
pure, unsullied, godly life adapted to incite

us to holy living. “ Not theory, but life,
produces life” Not by embracing any the-
ories respecting the nature of Jesus shall we
be redeemed from siunj but by attaining a
vivid apprehension of his moral excellence.
It is by enabling us to form a clear conecp-
tion of true moral perfectness, that Jesus
enkindles in us the aspiration for perfection.
Aud this he has done by bis life more than
by his preaching. I'he most peculiar, the
deepest moral influences of Christianity, T
believe, flow from the character of its author.
No influence is so quickening as example.
[t is a noiscless power, like all the other
mightiest energies of nature, like attraction
or gravitation ; but it works directly on the
springs of action, on the issues of life. Ttis
powerful for evil as well as for good. Few
ate so steadfast, so firm in virtue, that they
may safely expose themselves to the corrupt-
ing influences of bad examples. - “ Lead us
not into temptation,’” iz the prayer. which
Jesus has enjoined upon all to use. . * Enter
not into the path of the wicked; go not in
the way of evil men ; avoid it ; pass not by
it; turn from it and flee away,’” is the ad-
vice of Solomon ; and it is not decmed over-
cautious by the truly wise of our day.

On the other haud, few are so brutish,
few so dead, as to resist altogether, and for-
ever, the influence of unfeigned, persevering,
earnest goodness. ¢ Let your light so shine
before men,” said Jesus to his Apostles,
*“that they may see your gnod works, and”
(asif it were a_mater of course) ** glorify
your Father which is in heaven.” Un-
doubtedly it was the obvious pietv, benevo-
lence, self-devotion of the first diséiples, that
made converts to Christianity, as well as
their preaching. And in all ages since, it
has been the fidelity of the true-hearted men
and women, who have embraced some high-
cr_principles of goodliness than those gene-
rally received in their day, and adhered to
them through good report and evil report, at
any expensc, at any saciifice of present
prosperity or case,~it has been the fidelity
of such, that has carried onward the work
of the Liord, the redemption of the world,
There have been instances in ancient and
modern times of the mighty effects produced
b?' the example of individuals, which I would
gladly addaoce, if time permitted. The
Apostle has given us, in the eleventh chap-
ter of his Epistle to the Hebrews, a list of
the faithful ones of old, who did so much in
the cause of God aud humanity. Bat in
later days, we have Oberlin, the pastor of a
rude, illiterate, half-civilized people among
the Alps, who, by his untiring perseverance
in a life of active and passive godliness,
succeeded by himself in greatly changing
their characters, and in diffusing amongst
them the blessings of knowledge and reli-
gion. There, too, was Felix Nefl, who, in
a very similar sitination, by the same means,
—his own example,—produced a like signal

effeet.

But there can be po need that T should
multiply instances in proof or illustration of
the power of a holy example. It is felt
more or less, it is acknowledged, by all
men, and cver has been. Why, we are
assured in Holy Writ, that if there had been
ten, ay, only five rightcous men in Sodom,
that wicked ecity would not have been de-
stroyed, for there would have been a reason-
able hope that the influcnce of their exam-
ple might have reclaimed cven that profli-
gate -people. You may go now into the

most immoral community on earth, and if
there be a truly good man there, you shail
see that his life and character are not with-
out influence. It may not be suflicient]

powerful to redeem that community, but 1t
will check some in their mad career.  And
you shall see that the upright nan has the
coufidence of even the most licentious. In
the hour of their utmost need, they will look
to him for counsel and assistance. Such is
the tribute that the human soul everywhere
pays to goodness. ‘Where the character of
the holy man fails to produce a visible effect
while he lives, its influence may be scen
after his death. His virtues, perhaps, ad-
minister a reproof, which a \vic‘ied and per-
verse gencration at first will not bear.
They may hate him because he tells them
the truth. They may gnash their teeth at
him, persecute him in maony ways, put him
to deathr. But, after all, there is a witness
in his favor even in their own bosoms, They
cannot quench the light of his [ife. They
comnot obscure the excellence of his char-
acter. And when they have glutted their
malice, and spent therr rage, the conviction
will return to their hearts, that the fault was
not in their vietim, but in themselves. They
will smite their breasts in self-reproach.
"I’be confession will rise irrepressibly to their
lips,—*¢Truly, he was a righteous maun.”
They will feel that it were better for them
to become like him.

Converts to Christianity were greatly mul-
tiplied by the martyrdom of Stephen. Saul
of Tarsus, while standing by and holding the
garments of those who were stoning the
holy man to death, beheld the power of his
faith, saw the joy of heaven—the peace of
od—in his angelic countenance; and that
young, furious Hebrew zealot, received into
his heart the conviction which was the be-
ginning of his own conversion. So it was
with others in that day. So it has been
since. We all attribute the successive ad-
vances that the Gospel has made in subse-
quent times to the example of those holy
men, who have embraced its principles *in
all godliness and honesty,” and maintain-
ed themn at any expense of suffering,—even
death. Indeed, it has passed into a proverb,
that * the blond of the martyrs is the sced
of the Church.” True goodness is imper-
ishable. TFidelity to truth and duty is never
lost. Prophecies may fail. Tongues may
cease. Knowledge may vanish away. But
true goodness is never lost. Now, the his-
tory of Jasue of Nazarath ia the most signal
illustration of this great fact in the economy
of the moral world.—Rev. Samucl J. May.

CONTEMPLATION OF VIRTUE BENEFICTAL

All degrading views of our nature are cer-
tainly very debasing to the mind. Itisa
natural law that we are apt to assimilate
most thoroughly with those things which we
contemplate most frequently. T'he contem-

plation of virtue, is caleulated to inspire the

love of virtue, and to prompt to virtuous

deeds ; while he who, even speculatively,

becomes familiar with vice, is in ¢anger of
contawmination and practical debasement. I

believe no one will deny that this is a funda-

mental law of the mind ; while some even

£o so far as to apply this law to our physical

nature, and assert that the contemplation of
the beautiful will produce beaaty.

Taking, however, for granted, the exist-

ence of this mental law, I remark, that he

who is constantly on the watch for evidence

of human depravity, does himself a serious

injury. In his anxiety to establish the truth

of a theory, he may become, in his own per-
son, its most conspicuous example. His
theory may be, in himself, reduced to prac-
tice. But he who gladly hails cvery trait of
God’s image in his brother man—who feels
a thrill of joy when he hears of any action of
generous self-sacrifice for the good of another
—whose pulses throb at the recital of noble
deeds 5 he who most watches for, and most
gladly hails such delightful developments of

What a pealing anthem of joy resounded
through every land when the tidings came
that for conscience' sake, the ministers and
people of the Free Church of Seotland had
given up their beloved altars, and gone forth,
poor and unsheltered, beveath the broad ca-
nopy of heaven! What meant that univer-
sal shout ? Of what wasita sign? Why
did the heart beat quicker than wasits wont,
and the tear of emotion suffuse the eye 7 It
was because the molive whichimpelled those
men—1let it even have been, as some sup-
pose, a mistaken one—found a glad response
in every human breast. It was becausc they
gave up all for conscience’ sake.

In the life of the great and good Fenclon,
a circumstance is related which givesan ap-
propriate aud capital illustration of the pow-
er of goodness to reach and soften the hard-
est hearts. The circomstance is thus nar-
rated :

“ The diocese of Cambrai was often the
theatre of war, and experienced the eruel ra-
rages of retreating and couquering armies.
But an cxtraordinary respeet was paid to
Fenelon by the invaders of France. The
English, the Germans, and the Dutch, rival-
ed the inhabitants of Cambrai in their vene-
ration for the Archbishop. All distinctions
of religion and seet, all feelings of hatred and
jealousy that divided the nations, scemedto
disappear in the presence of Fenelon. Mi-
litary escorts were oflered him for his per-
sonal security, but these he declined, and
traversed the countries desolated by war, to
visit his flock, trusting in the protection of
God. Tu these visits, his way was marked
by alms and beuefactions. While he was
among them, the people seemed to enjoy
peace in the midst of war.”

Here is a beautiful illustration of the sov-

ercign power of goodness. Enemies are
made friends ; the evil passions engendered
and fostered by war, are changed into mild-
ness and kind regard.  And all this because
of the inspiring presence of a good man !
* The virtues of Fenelon,” says his biog-
rapher, * give his history the air of romanec;
but his name will never die. ‘I'ransports of
joy were heard at Cambrai when his ashes
were discovered, which, it was thought, had
been scatlered by the tempest of the Revo-
lution ; and to this moment the Flemings
call him ‘the good Archbishep.’ ”—nirs.
Dana’s Leiters.

SEEKING THE TRUTH.

We should beware how we exhibit any
thing like a spirit of pride and arrogance in
our possession of the truth, as though we re-
joiced that it belonged exclusively to us, and
were not the common property of all men.

For it docs belong to us all, that graciaus
truth which God has revealed in order to our
salvation. We are all alike concerned to
know it. to belicve i, to obey it. Let us
love the truth too well then, to uphold it
against others who deny it, other than in a
loving spirit, and with a sincere desive to
bring them to a knowledge of it. A dispu-
tatious spirit does not cvideuce a deep and
pure love for the truth. Itisrather a sign
of vanity and self-conceit—of a desire to gain
the victory in a strife of words—than any
thing clse. Itis true that every Christian is
beholden to maintain the truth when it is
attacked, to give a reason for the faith which
is in him, and, as he may have opportunity,
to recover others from their errors. Buthe
is todo it all in a spirit of meekness and hu-
mility, with caution lest he injure the sacred
cause which he upholds, and with tender
concern, lest he may repulse these whom he
would fain draw over to his own belief. But
he is not to be seeking at all times, and un-
der all circumstances, oceasion for controver-
sy. As a true Christian soldier, and a faith-
{ul witness for the truth, he is not required to
be alwayson the attack, and to manifest ever
a hostile spirit towards those who do not hold
with im. And when the battle for truth is
put upon him, he is not to shun it, but heis
to engage in that bely warfure in a proper

human sympathy in others, is most sure to
glow with sympathy himself; and to reflect
the image ol his benevolent God and Father.
Such a person illumines and rejoices all
around him.

And how comes it that there is always
such a gencral burst of generous human
feclings at the news of any great act of vir-

tue, even if it comes to us from the remotest,
corners of the earth 7 The first shout of joy
and triumph is ever swelling bhigher and
higher, and waxing louder and louder, as it
rolls onward towards the most distant lands.
Through raging oceans, over rugged moun-
tains, the tide of human feeling rolls, a pure
and updivided stream, gathering tribute and
swelling as it goes. "Thus, the world over,
heart meets heart; and virtue receives, soon-
er or later, a sure reward. But, il men were

joice only in the triumph of vice.

totally depraved, they would naturally re~

spirit, remembering that his truest victory

cherish for the trath z spirit of affectionate
love, that we be not afraid to know it, how-
cver that knowledge may find us in a false
position towards it,-and require us to forsake
thesystem or the scet to which we may have
attached ourselves, God’s truth is eternal
and unchangeable. It is that alone which
shall endure, when all the counterfeit sys-
tems of falschood and error shall be swept
away. Upon that truth, we are to build up
ourselves, our lives, our hopes for etewnity, if
we would build upon a rock and not upon
the sand. Letus be diligent and conscien-
tious then in sceking ever to learn that truth.
Lict us look to the grounds of our faith. And
let us, afier our best endeavors 1o find it out,
be zealous and carnest in maintaining it.-—
But let us do so, in true charity lor those we
think to be in error.  So loving the truth, so
speaking it in love, shall we * grow up into
Him in all things Who is the Head, even
Christ,” Whois ¢ the way, the truth, and
the life 3 Who would have us all to know
the truth, that by it we may be made free
from all sin and crror.— Calendar.

The habit of exaggerating the wretched-
nessof man's condition, for the purpose of
rendering Jesus more necessary, operates
very seriously todegrade men’s love to Jesus,
by accustoming them to aseribe to him a low
and common-place character. Were you to
see millious and millions of the human race
on the cdge of a fiery gulf, where ages after
ages of torture awaited them, and were the
shricks of millioas who had already been
plunged into the abyss to pierce your ear,
could you refrain from an overpowering com-
passion, and would you unot willingly endure
hours and days of exquisite painto givethese
wretched millions release? 1Is there any
man who has not virtue enoogh for this? T
have known men of ordinary character
hazard their lives under the impulse of com-
paﬁsion, for the rescue of fellow-beings from
}n‘hnitely_'lighter cvils than are here supposed.
T'o me, it seems, that to paint the misery of
human beings in these colors of fire and
blood, and to ascribe to Christ the compas-
sion which such misery must awaken, and
to make this the chief attribute of his mina,
is the very method to take from his char-
acter its greatness, and to weaken his claim
on our love..~Rev. W, . Channing, D. D.

We mustnot look round on'the universe with
awe, and oy man with scorn; for man, who
can compreheud tho universe and its laws,
“is greater than the universe, which cannot
comprehend itselt.” God dwells in every
human being more intimately than in the
outwu{d creation., The voice of God comes
to us in the ocean, the thunder, the whirl~
.wim] ;_but how much mare of God is there
in his inward vaice, in the intuitions of rea-
son, in the rebukes of conscience, in the
whispers of the Holy Spirit! I would have
you sce God in the awful mountain, and in
the tranquil valley ; but more, much more,
in the clear judgment, the moral encrgy,
the disinterested purpose, the pious gratitude,
the imirortal hope, of a good man.--Ibid.
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THE DIFFERENCES AND DIFFICULTIES
OF ORTHODOXY.

Our Orthodox friends ate prone betimes o
enlarge on the differences which exist among
Unitarians, adducing the fact of these as evi-
dence of the uncertainty of the Unitarian
systemn. We do not pretend to deny that
differences exist among us. It would be
strange, indeed, if it were otherwise. We
give o free range to inquiry, and conceive

will be, not to have his oppeser discomfited
but still an enemyto the trath, but its willing
captive, through the force of clear persuasion
and words spoken in love.

‘We live in a day rife with religious con-
troversy—a day in which all manaer of re-
ligious notions are abroad. The Arch-enemy
would scem to be striving, not without suc-
cess, as it is ever his wicked device, to con-
found to the minds of men truth and error
into one ; to set them afloat upon the wide
sea of speculation, and to create a feeling of
scepticism and doubt as to whether there is
any such thing as a one system of revealed
trulle needful to be known and believed by
man in order to his salvation. As we would
escape the perils which surround us, the
dangers we run of missing the truth, aund
of falling into some of the manifold forms of
error, it is imperative npon us all, that we

that the interests of truth are best served by
doing so. We neither impose nor accept
any human formularies of faith, with the view
of securing uniformity of opinion. Wa be-
lieve these to be disastrous to the progress
of truth, and the cause of virtuc among men,
— sometimes preventing investigation entire-
ly, and sometimes fostering hypoerisy by in-
ducing men to make outward professions
which they do not inwardly believe. Unita-
rians, then, from the very position they take
may be expected to differ, Of course they
all agree on that great fundamental doctrine
from which they derive their distinguishing
‘name = that strict unity of God. By a de-
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