216 Beneficial cffects of Christianity. )
a more general respect is paid to the decency of external appear-
ances, and to the sentiments of virtuous and pious men ; and although
much wickedness still remains among the nominal professors of the
Christian faith, who are Christiaps in name, but little better than
heathens in practice, yet a large portion of piety and virtue silently
exists among the middle and lower classes of mankind, who in

_every age and country form the greatest part of the community.
Nay, in Christian countries, even the wicked themselves (whe have
not cast off all religion and deliberately renounced the gospel) are
greatly restrained by the fear of future punishments, which are so
clearly set forth in the gospel. So that mankind are, upon the
whole, even in a temporal point of view, under infinite obligations
to the mild and pacific temper of the gospel, and have reaped more
substantial benefits from it, than from any other institution upon
earth: and, whatever of.sobriety or moral virtue is to be found
cither in the writings or lives of the opposers of revelation in medern
times, they are indebted for it to that very Christianity, which they
are impotently endeavouring to subvert. <« To say hothing of the
best ideas of the old philosophers on moral zubjects being derived
from revelation, (of which there is considerable evidence,*) it is

- manifest that, so far as the moderns exceeded them, it is princi-
pally, if not entirely owing to this medium of instruction. The
Scriptures havipg diffused the light, they have insensibly imbibed

# A glance at the devotions of the Gentiles will show that. with ven fen
exceptions, there was nothing spiritual in their prayeny—no thanhsgiving,—no
request for divine assistance in the performance of their duty,—no picus sorrow
and acknowledgment of their offences. But < atter the propagation of the
Christian religion, we find forms of adoration in some Pagcs wrhiters, which are
more rational and spiritual than the old hymns and preyers of their anctstors 3
and we may 1easonably suppose that these imprgyements aree from the gepel.
See Procl. Hymn. ad Solem, ct ad Musas ; Jambfich. de Myst. Eqapt. §3. ¢.
265 Stmpl. in Lpictel. adfir. to whom I wish I could add Maxizus Pyrius,
It is pity that he who on other accounts deserves commendation, should have
taught that prayer to God was superfluous, Disc. 30, See alwo Jurenal, 3. 346,
and the Commentators. Seneca says, Primus st deorum celluz, deos credere -
deinde reddere illis majestalem swam, reddere bonitatem.—Vis deus pro-
pitsare 2 bonus esto. Satisillos coluit quisquis imitatus est. Fpist. 95, p. 470.
But that he did not think prayer to be wseless and unnecessary, as tome may
fancy from these words, will appear from the following places. Nos quogue
cxistimamus vola proficere, salvg vi ¢l polestate falorum. Quadam cnim
a Diis immortalibus ita suspensa velicta sunt, ut in bonum rertant, si
admote Diis preces fuerint, si vota syscepta. Nat. Queest. il 57. Iague
non dat Deus beneficiay—non exhaudit précantium voces cf undigue sublatis
in celum mantbus vota facientium privata ac publica. Qusd profecta non
Jierety necin hunc furorem omnes mortales consenissent allaquendi surda
numine ct in¢fficaces Devs, nisi nosseat illorum beacficia nunc ullro ob-
lala nunc orantibus data. De Benef, iv. 4.7 (Jorin™s Discourses on the
Christian Religion, p. 267. Note)



