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a more general respect is paid to the decency of external appear-
ances, and to the sentiments of virtuous and pious men ; and akhouglh
much wickedness still remains among the nominal professors of the
Christian faith, who are Christians in name, but liktle better than
heathens in practice, yet a large pordon of piety and virtue silently
exists among the 'middle and lower classes of mankind, who in
every age and country form the greatest part of the community.
Nay, in Christian countries, even the wicked themselves (who have
not cast off all religion and deliberately renounced the gospel) are
greatly restrained by the fear of future punishments, which are so
clearly set forth in the gospel. So that mankind are, upon the
whole, even in a temporal point of view, under infinite obligations
to the mild and pacifie temper of the gospel, and have reaped more
substantial benefits fron it, than from anv other institution upon
earth: and, wvhatever of. sobriety or moral virtue is to be found
either in the writings or lives of the opposers ofrevelation in modern
times, they are indebted for it to that verv Christianitywhich they
are impotently endeavouring to subvert. " To say hothing of the
best ideas of the old philosophers on moral subjects being derived
from revelation, (of which there is considerable evidence,*) it is
imanifest that, so far as the moderns exceeded them, it is princi-
pally, if not entirely owing to this medium of instruction. Thc
Scriptures having diffused the light, they have insensibly imbibed

* A glance at the devotions of the Centiles n% ill sho- that. with ver% fen
exceptions, there iwas nothing spiritual in their pras er,-no thnksgiwing,-no
request for dis inc assistance iii the performance of their dutv,-no pic*s wrrow
and acknîowledgmnîct of their offences. But " aer the propagaio of the
Christian religion, iwe find forms of adoration in sone Pagen writers, which are
more rational and spiritual than the old hi iiyins and prayerEs of their ar.4ctors
and we miay icasonîably suppose that these imp %ements are fromt the ;:<jel.
See Procl. Ilymn. ad Soleim, et ad Musas; Jam lich. de 31,t Egyp. 5. c.
:26; Simyl. in Epictet. adjir. to whson I wi h 1 could add Maxdims Pijrius.
It is pity that lie who oi other accounts dJerves commendation, >bhcdd hal e
tauglit tiat prayer to Cod vias superfIluous, hier. z-i. See ao Jurenal, i. Z46,
and the Coninientators. Sencca sais, Primus <>l deorum culit, dros credcre:
deinde reddere illis majestaten suan, reddere bonitatem.-Vis déos pro-
pitiare .2 bonus cto. Salis illos coluit quisquis imitatus est. Epist 15. p. 470.
But that lie did not think prayer to be useless and unnecessarv, as some may
fancy fromt these nords, will appear fromt the following places. Nos quoque
existimamus vota profircre, saitr vi et potestatefatorum. Quadam enimt
a Dûs immortalibus ita siuspcnsa relicta sunt, ut in bonum rertant, si
admotæo Dûr In-cces fuerint, si vota sîpgepta. Nat. Qust. iü. 57. Itaque
nion dat Deus bencficia,-non exhaudit precantium roces et undiquc sublatis
in caluim madibus vota facientium privata ac publica. Quod profecto non
fieret, nec in hilucfurorcni onnes mortales consen.iissen allaquendi surda
iumina et ineflicaces Deos, niui nossent illoruim ben.cficia nunc uliro ob-
lata nunc orantibus data. De lienef. i%. -. ' (J.>rtin's DicmUrses un ili
Cliristiani Religion, p. 267. Note.)


