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Leaning Upon the Beloved.
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iho is thisb that comethi iii from tho
wiIderness, Ieiiiuing tipon her lielvegd
SON(; oI S.0110-,xo V;11. 5.

The one hiere spoken of is evidentiy
the B' ride of tic Lamb, the Church of
Christ. Shie is described as Ilcoming
up froni the wiiderness'"

Thi!s, then, is the proper description
of ourselves as believers. Aîîd what
abundant cause for thankfulness there
is in tbis one fiict, that we arc in the
wiiderness!1 For if it ivere flot so, we
should stili belorig to this present
iworld, which is under condein-
tion. If we wverc flot iii the wvil-
derness, we sbould know nothbing of
redemption-of the forgiveniess of our
sins ; we should not be united to
Christ-%ve shouid have no hope of
redemption-of the for.-ieness of sins;
wvc should have no hope of seei.., Hinm
and being like Hinm andl with Rinm for
ever.

It is, then, matterof exceeding thank-
fulness, and on it our hearts should
continually dwell-that by God s grace
ive are brought into the wilderness-
that we are no longer Ildead ini tres-
passes and sin.." no longer of the world,
but that wc have been forgottei, and
are united to the living Lord Jesus,
the HIead of the new creation !

But this wilderness position, while it
brings ivith it such e\ceediug great
blessings and privileges, lias also its
diffictulties and trials in connection with
this lire. The fact of Israel being
brouglit into the wildcrness nmarked
thiei as those wvho liad before them
the hope of the land. They hiad, been
delivered froni Egypt, and were look-
ing forward to Canarnm, which God had
giveri thern for a possession; but they
were not yet in the land. They wcre
still iii the wildcrness and hiad to, ex-
perience its difficuities and trials. So
with us. Because we arc in the %iilder-
ness, we have before us the brigbt,

blessed, and glorious prospect of a
Fathe?s house, the full enjoymnent of
ail those blessings which are promised
to bis childreri, the certainty of beiug,
confirmed to the likeness or God's dear
Son-of seeing Jesus and being like
Hlm. And, ai ter al], this is the chief
blessedness-not that ive shahl wear a
crown, and reign with Jesus, blessed
as that ivill be ; but, above ail bies-
sings, this is the greatest, that we shaîl
'be perfectly free fron Sin, absolutely
and perfectly conformed to the image
of Jesus in purity and hioliness.

But this blessedness Nve have not in
actual posÎession; by faith. it is ours,
and we have noy, by faitb, to live upon
it; but the time is coniing w'hen ail
these things wvill be actually enjoyed by
the vcry wveakest, and feeblest, and
least instructed of the children of God!
1-t is certain. No power of darkness
%% ill be able finally to hin der this. As
surely as we put our trust in the Lord
J esus for the forgiveness of our sins,
so assuredly ail these blessings Nvill be
ours:1

It is further said, IlWho is this that
cometh uip from the wilderness?' Noiy,
here is progress. The Church is flot
represented as rernaining in the iwildcr-
ncss, but as "lcoming up from it."
This implies that, as the days and
xnonths pass on, ive do flot remain
stationary. Trhe appearance, out-
wardly, indeed may be, that we are,
on Mla> 14, 1871, Just 'where wve were
on iMay 7, I87i-or even just where
we were On May 14, 1870; but it is
not reail>' so. No ; we are a week or
a year, as the case may by, nearer the
end of the wilder ness. 1Hoi exceed-
ingly preclous it is to thinc, as the sua
once more sets, or as the dlock strikes
one more hour, IlNow I arn a day, an
hour, nezrer my heaven>' home !'"

These are indeed simple truths, but
it is the seeking to enter into these as
realities that brings blessing to the soul.
Il Verily I arn not remaining in the'
wilderness," a.xr souls shall say, Ilbut
1 ar n ow agin one week nearer the
F-athier'slhouse 1" Thus we should seek


