THE GOOD NEWS -

IRREPRESSIBLE CHRISTIANITY.

This is a strong declaration——that the
upostles “could mot but speak the things
which they had seen and heard "—as it stunds
in the English tongue. It iseven strouger in
the terse beauty of its original Greek—there
literally reading, “ For we cunndt not speak
the things which we have seev and heard.”
There is an irrepressibleness in the case
ainounting to a physical impossibility. Si-

%5’

and listen at thé 3afety-valve. Andif the
needleof the one nointsto zero, and the hiss
of the other isstill, there is no pressure and
vo power within.  Allis dead and empty, and
dull ashes cumber the grate which was made
to glow nnder its fiery burden.

Apply, now, these principles to men in theie
relation to religion, and we may draw an in-
ference of value from them.  Peter and John
had a fire shut up in their bosoms—a fire of

faith, and love and duty ; and their own soul

lence is outof the question.  “I'he head-waters ; glowed with it, and the steam-pressure of it

of feeling crowd so hard on the fountain of

i showed it-elf either at the engine, in the
speech that uo stoppage of commandment, | stardy revalution of hard work, or at the
and no pressure of conventiomality, and no | gauge and the safety-valve—when work was
sealing of courtesy, con keep down its upward | interrapted for the moment.  They conld not
rush, and smother its overflow.  The law of ' #0¢ speuks, any more than the safety-valve can
Neture annuls all other laws; aud it isa law | help its hoarse utterance, when there is a
of Nature thut the full mind shall speak. { raging heat underneath.

How invariably we see this as tie rale of!  “Phey had become Christizos.
conversation—where there is no stern self- | chosen them out of the world to be his ; had
repressivn enforeed by pride or conscience. It filted them with his spirit 3 had given them to
one feels strongly about anything, his talk | see how magaificent a thing it would be for
will be fall of it "The enthusiust in nny ; 31l men to Secome Christians ;5 had reseated
scienee, or art, or new discovery, ov social ; to them the fearful danger which overhangs
plan, as we ail know, is unable t0 be longin | the world without a Christ received by faith ;
any presence and keep it secret.  Itis for this | and, having experienced in their own case the
very reason, in part, that society has shaped  blessings of faith, and its resnlts, they wanted
the proverb, “ Beware of the man of one book | all men, and particalarly their Je¥ish fidlow-
and oncidea,” beeause when oue thought has | citizens, to take the suae view whish they
taken violent possession of @ man, it is apt to, took, and enjoy theswme joy in which they
drive him wiiithersoever it listeth, with fittle ; rejoiced.  They saw now that Christ was the
cousideration of the propriety of time, and, Messiah, the Lun® of Gad come to take away
placeaud cireumstance—ol the fecling and cor- | the sins of the world. They saw of what in-
venience of others. Lie “cumot not speak” the | Gnite consequence it was for the world to be-
things which he Toves, which are the subject of * come aware of it, amd to receive him and his
his daily thought and hisnightly dream. e | doctrine. They felt that ou their little com-
wants everybady to take the smme view which { pany had devalved the respansibility of in-
e takes; wants everybody to enjoy what he | teresting men inthis ereat salv tion, il per-
enjoys ; Lo awaken to the enthnsiasm which | suadug the world in Christ’s stead, o be ro-
stirs his breast and dominates hislife.  Aund | coneiled to Gud. They Joved Jesus, and

Chr{sl had

all this the wmore especidly, if the welfare of
others is at. stake in the matter, so that all the

own state of mind hy the conviction that they

as hesees. think as he thinks, feel as he feels,
actashe acts,

This being true, there is also a couverse,
coutrary tenth.  ‘The calin, hupulseless inert
man, is @ man with no great thought in him.
Nothing possesses him.. No enthnsiasm im-
pels him He drifts with the tide, wher the
other drives ou iike the Great Eastern, with
puddie-wheels aud serew, sud all sails set. You
can tell whether there is firv in the furnnce of
a steam-boiler or not without opening the far-
nace-door, or looking at the top of the chim-
ney, or coming into tha glow of the radiation
ofthe heat ; you can look at the stean-gauge

, they loved his can
3 2 i to think of mea'sy
best feclings of his nature co-work with his en~ | should falter,
thusiam to impel him 1o bring others to his \ not speak.”
| 3 : i _work miraclea

are imperilled by afailure on their partto see i gitle endeavous.
, of bload.

And so they “could ot
They must preach.  They mast
They must do all tiwir pos-

Taey must frie their sKirts
If they were Luanghed at no matter
jsnecred at sl wo watter bated, ali the
better, since hatred invoives an tenient of
the mind towards a subject which s more
hopeful than dead, listless indifference. Az
Paut afterwards said of limself, so all the
aposties could say: * We are made w spee-
tacle to the world, and to angels and men.
We are fools for Christs sake; we are weak,
we are despised.  We buth hunger and
thirst, and are uaked und  buffeted, and bave
uo certein dwelling-place; aud labour, working
with our own hauds: being roviled, we bless:
being  persecuted, we suffer it: beiug




