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or in v.thî, fon the mst e,>iuli:ve f.,rms of m.rai depravity to the fairest
impulses of socrial n.1eetion bluit they are ail Ainialiy remiote from the prepara-
tNry lif% of le uv', in so far as thcy ac felt apat fron God, in so tar as they
wiouild erlii liy exisr, were Go i conceived to exist n. more.

Here thea, is tlie grounld ani I sa t eu- o" th en t-g which religin brings
aguinst the worid. It is n>t that the world does not abound with manifesta-
tions of m >ral as well as of' physical beauty. ft is not that many fair and
admirab'e impulse3 and principles of action are not every day witnessed by
men,-that tie fiamiiy relation, that the larger social relations have notttheir
virtu.s respecied and honoured amongst us. This is not what the Gospel asserts
whein it speaks of'the heart of man as utterly depraved, of the vorid as a moral
ruin. What it does assert is this, - that al which is excellent in the naturai
man is excellent, irrespectively of his God ; that he loves, hates, prefera, re-
jects,-and ofien rightly too,-but without any thought of God's law of pre-
ference and rejection, that thus all-and there is mauch- that is beautiful inhis
best impulses, is beautiful only as the flower, or as the landscape is beautiful ;
his heart as little movinz through its circle of social kindness from a desire to
approve itself to the God who has commanded them, as the flower expands its
petals and sheds ils fra :ance in voluntary obedience to Him who created i,-
the one beauty being, n much and as littile religious as the other. Butas we
have argued, if every motive must be comparatively worthless for the activities
of eternity. but tha which connects us directly with our God ; if with the
carthiy f'arme vorth t1 earthly inpulses shill in death bd dissip.tced and the
immortal spirit be left to those alone which can stand the fiery test of Goi's
treniendous presence.-then do wc press it upun you thr.t that which is worth-
less for heaven nust he tf reign to the heavenly life on earth ; then do ve
bring, ail the wei, ht of the icamortal world to bear upon the perishable ; then
do we argue fron the future to the present, from what shall be yet to vhat
ought ti b now ; and beseech you to reflect that no virtue but godliness,
no excellence but th it which springs f rom God, no affection, but that which
tends to God. un ruile of lhfe but that which God bas sanctioned, and which
trains for God, cani ever be the virtue, or the excellence, or the affection or
the rule vhich is litted for a cie ture tra'eli il, i Jurly on thirou h ime to
God's ' own eternits.-Archer Builer.

CHRIST AND THE 3ELIEVER.

The soul iu its pressure and want havumî; founl Càr-s:, C irist is now the
great aninating presence. Man nee:l 0t be stiialated and lifted up. He
needs a chief motive that is divine, and anu inspiratio:n that is divine. The
cross with the Gol-mmin haigin- thereon is the power. Church historv men-
tions a striking incident connected vith the life of Consta.utine. He was about
to conmeuce a war ; and being at a loss to kn<uow to what deity hc should apply
for help, lie concluded to betake himself to the one Almighty God. To himn
ke thereafore applied, praying that he would reveal himself to him and lend
him the protection cf lis arn 'n the approuching contest. While thus praying
a short time afte-r noon, he beheld spread in the face of the heavens a glitterine
cross, and above it the inscription,-" By this conquer." The emperor ana
bis whoie army now just about to commence their march towards Italy, were
seized with awe. Vhile Constantine was still poudering the import of this sign,
night came on ; aud in a dream Christ appeared to him with the same symbol
which he had seen in the heavens, and directed him t cause a banner to be
prepared after the sane patterni, and to use it as his protection against the
power of the enemy. The emaperor obeyed ; he caused to be made, after
the pattern he had seen, the resplendent banner of the cross. This was
carried forward in the presence of his soldiers as the inspiring syrnbol of vie-


